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Dear Friends,  
     April is a huuuge month for us! Historic Dinners (5th), Ken Medema 
Concert (13th), Building Connections Campaign (all month, kick off brunch on 
6th), and our Bicentennial Worship and banquet(27th). And it coincides, 
perhaps not coincidentally, with the Easter season ... with RESURRECTION 
faith! The apostle Paul says in 1Corinthians 15, "If Jesus Christ has not 
been raised, then our proclamation is in vain and your faith has been in 
vain." To me, one implication is clear; if we are not also "raised" in some 
way, in our earthly lives, then our faith is in vain. Resurrection faith 
naturally leads to resurrection living. 
     Believe me, I know we can't be in resurrection mode every minute! Jesus 
himself was "well acquainted with grief," as the "man of sorrows." Certainly 
we must be honest about loss, sadness, recuperation time, etc. It may even 
be the honesty, full experience, letting go into tears, that allows for 
healing. We experience grief as ones confident of new life on the other 
side, sure of the "light at the end of the tunnel," to use a common saying. 
We face trials with confidence that the living Christ still walks with us, 
giving us "courage in the struggle," as the UCC statement says. 
     I hope you join in the April celebrations of resurrection faith and 
living! On Sunday the 27th, we will hear from past ministers who will 
address us on the topic "God is Still Speaking." How has God "spoken" in the 
past few decades at Belleville? I hope you join the efforts to "build 
connections," as you are able, in both the spiritual and material sense, for 
our community, our "beautiful village." And I hope you join us for the 
incredible, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to hear KEN MEDEMA, live, on 
Sunday April 13, 4PM. Better yet, bring all your friends, help fill the 
meeting house, for listening to Ken can be a life-changing experience. His 
lyrics and music are filled with resurrection faith, hope, and love! Look 
forward to seeing you soon. Yours in Christ's service, Ross 

 

Mission of Belleville Church 
 Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, we seek to be a welcom-
ing, affirming, and healing congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are in-
spired to grow and be renewed through our worship, fellowship, scripture study, 
and the sharing of our gifts.  Strengthened by God’s love and guidance, we 
strive to serve with compassion those in need, both near and far. 
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Prayer Chain 
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PRAYER TASK GROUP 
SCRIPTURE FOR CONSIDERATION 

1 CHRONICLES 29:16 

Good News Bible 

O Lord, our God, we have brought together (connected; emphasis intended) all this wealth to  build a tem-
ple to honor your Holy name, but it all came from you and all belongs to you. 
 

 Living Bible  

O, Lord, our God, all of this material that we have gathered to build a Temple for your Holy name comes 
from you.  It all belongs to you. 
 

 Commentary 

These passages help to remind Belleville Church that we are to go about the labor of gathering resources 
and to remember that all we have is from God. 

Book Discussion 
Book discussion continues in the parlor at 6:15 pm each Wednesday evening.  The Book is  

To Begin at the Beginning by Martin Copenhaver. 

COFFEE HOUR 
March 30  Sue Heersink  Jane Thomas  Anna Guyette 

April 6   Diane Crofts  Kathy Raywood  Maria Niswonger 

April 13  Lori Wiswell  Marion Spark  Diane Crofts  Kathy Flaherty 

April 20  Susan Wolfendale  Helen Hatcher  Bill Silsby  

April 27  Audrey Clarkson  Marge Killam  Irene Bradford  Louise McRae 

May 4  Glenn Richards  Cynthia Peirce  Bob Gould  Shirley Locke 
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Belleville Congregational Church    Executive Board Minutes February 19, 2008 
 

 Present: Jim Marshall, Bob Locke, Louise McRae, Brenda Marshall, Steve Middler, Diane Crofts 

Meeting called to order at 7 pm by Jim 

Opening devotions by Jim 

Minutes of the last meeting were accepted. 

Diane reported for Fellowship and Outreach: 

 No meeting in February 

 Next meeting of F/O is on Tuesday, March 4th at 6:30 pm 

 Louise McRae and Diane Crofts delivered clothing and towels, given by the parishioners to the location in Lawrence being 
utilized for victims of the fire in Lawrence. 

 Bob and Diane Crofts delivered clothing to the Salem Mission from the Belleville Thrift Shop 

 Extra Mile offering for the Salem Mission in February totaled $256.06 

 One Great Hour of Sharing will be on March 16th. 

 March is Belleville’s turn to fill the shelves at Community Service with non-perishable food and personal items. 
 

 Bob Locke reported for Stewardship and Finance: 

 He and Jim Marshall purchased new rods and hung the curtains in the chapel that were cleaned and repaired by Sue Wolfen-
dale. 

 The mailbox was knocked off and reattached by Bob Locke. 

 The stage room continues to have uneven heating due to clogs and leaking pipes.  Jim Logan of  Logan  Heating has been 
notified. 
 

 Louise McRae stated the Worship and Education Board discussed forming a task force to find the 

 replacements for the various committees.  People present at the Executive Board felt each  committee was responsible for 
finding their own replacements.  Therefore, the discussion on replacements was tabled until the next meeting. 

 Louise will be contacting the F/O Board in regards to the two committees setting up for the Maundy Thursday supper and 
service. 

 Palms have been ordered.  Ross will be asked to do a children’s sermon on Easter. 
  

The Capital Campaign committee has been meeting each week and is on schedule in doing their assigned tasks.  Solicitation has be-
gun of the CEC members. 
 

 Under New Business: 

 News and Views is for the news of the church and the views of the people.  All articles should be referenced and signed by 
the writer. 

 The Stewardship and Finance Board has developed a new job description of the sexton.  Jim, as Moderator, will be writing 
a letter to Reymie Darling with the new requirements. 

 Geoff Raywood, Sue Wolfendale, and Emery Rice will be contacted to see if they will continue on the music committee and 
act as liaison between David Morrow, organist, and the Executive Board. 

 Jim wanted clarification as to his duties as Moderator in regard to his working with the pastor. 
 

 The Executive Board emails were updated 

Closing devotions by Jim 

Meeting adjourned at 8 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Crofts, filling in for Marion Spark 
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 BELLEVILLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 

 “BUILDING CONNECTIONS – Uniting God and Community” 

 

 The official campaign kick off will be held at a free catered brunch on Sunday, April 6, 2008, at 11:30 a.m. 
in the Belleville Parish Hall, 300 High Street, Newburyport. 

 

 We at Belleville welcome friends and families to help launch our campaign. 

If you wish to attend, please R.S.V.P. immediately to Shirley Locke  

 The goal of the congregation is to raise $450,000 over a three-year period. 

 

 The funds will provide a connector between the Meeting House and the Chapel housing administrative offices 
and a handicap accessible lavatory as well as improvements to the Parish Hall Building.  The connector will be 
accessed by a single handicap ramp allowing easy access to both the Meeting House and the Chapel buildings. 

 

 . 

 

Annual Meeting II  
 

Notice for the upcoming Annual Meeting May 18, 2008 after church: Our current bylaws Article VII Section 
4 states:  
Officers and Executive Board Members-at-Large: One year 
Board Members, including Chairperson: Two years. 
All are eligible for re-election.  No member, having served two consecutive full terms, shall be eligible for re-
election for one year after expiration of his or her term. 
  

I would like to propose an amendment to the current bylaws to read: 

 Any member having served two consecutive full terms that the committee cannot find a replacement 
for, may remain on their board, if they so desire, until a replacement can be found.  
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         IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL 
 

Church is defined as...”All Christians regarded as a spiritual body.”  
All members of this  “spiritual body,” should  share in its management, 
upkeep, and support. 

This “Spiritual Body” needs you.  By the  second part of the Annual 
Meeting (in May) the terms of service for five members of the Board 
of Worship and Education will be ending,  two members will be leav-
ing the Board of Fellowship and Outreach,  and five members will be 
retiring from the Board of Stewardship and Finance.  If you receive a 
phone call, or if someone asks you to serve on one of these boards,  
PLEASE consider their invitation.    Your attendance in these once-a-
month meetings would be a blessing to OUR congregation. 

Jim Marshall, Moderator 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

 May Day Celebration: 
     Our traditional May Day Celebration will take place on Sunday May 4th. 

As in the past the refreshments during coffee hour will be strawberry shortcake and 
punch. 

Please help by bringing the following if your last name begins with these letters:     

                  A-E Strawberries (prepared and ready to serve) 

      F-J Whipped cream, vanilla ice cream or frozen yogurt 

      K-O Angel food cake/shortbread 

                   P-Z ginger ale, raspberry sherbet 

 
PEACE�  
RALLY  

Every Sunday 
noon to 1 PM 
Market Square 

Signs are 
optional but�  

please feel free 
to make and 
bring one. 

    New - 
 Put on your cal-
endars June 14th 
and 15th, Our 
church is going to 
be part of the 
Newburyport His-
torical Society 
House and Gar-
den Tour. We will 
be needing some 
volunteers to be 
at the church.  
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Women’s Discussion Group will be meeting at 4 p.m. on  April 7 
and April 21 at Cathie Goulds’ home.  All are welcome.�



 

 

�������
����� ������������������
�

	
�����

Page 4 

Belleville's Historic House Dinners Saturday April 5th 2008 
 

Belleville will be hosting 4 historic house dinners open to the public on Saturday April 5th at homes of members  
   

       Peggy and Jim Utterback's    1785 

       Sue and Ben Heersink's         1809 

       The Parsonage                         1849 (volunteer hosts) 

        Janet and Mel Woodman       1888 
  

The bill of fare will be based on historic recipes from the era of the house. Many of the recipes are from the Presidents' tables 
of that time. 
Though these dinners are open to the public, Belleville members and attendees would have the first opportunity  
to make reservations. Inserts are going out to all the Institution for Savings and Five Cents Saving banks' customers. 
statements (12000 inserts in all!) . Bellevillers may call Sue Heersink  to make an advance reservation . 
  

The dinners are $85 per person which includes before dinner drinks, wine with dinner, various light entertainment and historic 
moments which are being planned. The price is in line with Old Newbury Historic Society dinners which range from $75 to 
$125. All proceeds will benefit the Belleville Church. There are approximately 8 to 12 places for dinner at each house. 
The hostesses for each house and the volunteer hostesses for the parsonage will be creating these dinners. Help from other 
members would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Sue Heersink if you would like to be of assistance. 

Bicentennial  
     April 5th is our Historic Dinners. I hope many of you either come or volunteer to help. See Sue Heersink 
for more details. 
    Don't forget on April 13th is the Ken Medema concert at 4pm. This should be a fabulous concert you 
shouldn't miss. Ask your friends and join us. 
    Yes, the big day is almost here. On April 27th we will be having our celebration service and banquet. To 
those of you who haven't yet sent in your reservations to the banquet, we need to give the count to the ca-
terer the end of the first week of April. So -- we need those responses ASAP. If you know you can't make it, 
we would like to know that too. 
    Ministers of the month: April 6th - Rev. Wright and on April 20th - Rev. Merriam 

MINISTER’S DISCRETIONARY FUND                 
 

 The Extra Mile offering collected on Sunday, April 20th, will be for the Minister’s Discretionary Fund. 

 

 Ross is often approached by people with requests for help for gas money, food, or heating or medical needs.  Assistance is 
often given  along with conversation, spiritual encouragement, and prayer “at the discretion of our minister”. 

 

 Often the money given to the Minister’s Discretionary Fund is used to purchase gift cards from Market Basket, CVS, and 
Kmart. Then, as the need arises, Ross gives to the recipient the gift card that addresses, in some small way, this particular 
person’s needs. None of the assistance is long term. 
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Calendar is emailed separately in order to be sent as a Landscape rather than Portrait page. 
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April  

7 Faye Richards 

7 Linda Himeon 

12 Lynne Hangen 

15 Sue Heersink 

15 Petey Conway 

18 Nancy Canali 

21 Sue Cavalieri 

23 Nancy Tsakirgis 

27 Nancy Lewis 

30 Mel Woodman 

 
 

 May  

3 Elizabeth Valeriani  

8 Robert Gandolfi  

8 Matthew Chmielewski  

12 Mary Wood   

12 Talya Ipbuken   

13 Daryl Laing   

26 Joyce Burrier   

30 Michael Valeriani  

  

B 
I 
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Service Club 
Service Club 
    On Tuesday, April 8th at 1:30 in the Bannister Room the Ser-
vice Club will be having Janet Woodman talking and showing pic-
tures about her trip to Australia and New Zealand. If this sounds 
familiar, it is because Janet was originally doing her talk last 
month, but was sick. Marcia Peirce gave a dog demo in her place 
which was very well received. Hope to see many of you at the 
meeting. 
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Thrift shop 

Thrift shop is 
open  

Wednesdays 
and  

Saturdays from 
9 a.m. to noon. 

 

Belleville Bonnet Sundays 
  

Many women of Belleville have made bonnets to commemorate our 
Bicentennial. Bonnets are " in style " any Sunday at Belleville this 
year but the  2nd and 4th Sundays of each month are Bonnet Sun-
days. So--- make an 1808 fashion statement and wear your bonnets 
There are still bonnets that can be bought ( $10 each- a real steal!) 
and be made up. 

  

Literary Reading  

Acclaimed local author Frank Schaeffer will give a reading from 
his new book "Crazy for God"  at the Belleville Church (TBA) 

Due to scheduling difficulties the reading will not be during the 
Newburyport Literary Festival weekend. 
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Due date for News and Views May Issue is   April 20 

WORSHIP AND EDUCATION BOARD  

Worship/Education meetings are held the second Tues day of every month  at 7 p.m. 
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      Executive Board 

Moderator 

James Marshall 

Clerk 

Marion Spark 

Treasurer 

Bill Silsby 

Collector 

Shirley Locke 

 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Stephen Middler      

Brenda Marshall 

Board of Fellowship and  

Outreach 

Diane Crofts         

 

 

Board of Worship and Education 

Louise McRae          

 

Board of Stewardship and Finance 

Bob Locke/ chairperson 

 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

 

 

Auditor 

Jim Samuelson 

BellevilleChurch Website is: 

http://mysite.verizon.net/belleville
church/news.html 

 

Email:  bellevillechurch@verizon.net 

Pastor's office hours:  Tues. 11 am—12:30pm Wed. 
and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.  Please call to assure the 
pastor is available 978-465-7734 

Heidi Somers —Office Administrator 

 office hours: 9am—noon Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 

Non-Profit Organization 
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***** 
Sunday School Coordinator 

Nancy Tsakirgis          

Flower Coordinator  

Shirley Locke              

Hospitality Coordinator  

Audrey Clarkson         

Sexton  

Bob Locke 
 

 

Church Office             

 

 

 


