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Dear Friends, 
     It is springtime of our bicentennial year, and April events have 
bloomed beautifully so far. Four big events, envisioned, then 
realized!  Congratulations and thanks to all who worked so hard on the 
historic candlelight dinners, the Building Connections Luncheon, and 
the Medema Concert ... all highlights, and our Anniversary Sunday is 
yet to come! Scriptures (freely interpreted) remind us that people 
with vision thrive! 
     While it may have stretched us a bit thin to have so much in one 
month, what better time than just after Easter!  We celebrate 
resurrection power and hope as Easter people. "Can you see the tongues 
of fire," sang Ken Medema in an opening worship song.  Belleville has 
indeed come alive with incredible energy and focus this Spring. Sure, 
to sustain such a level of energy indefinitely is unrealistic, but how 
wonderful to know what we can do when we dream and then work to make 
it happen! 
     Let us recall the words we sang with Ken Medema:  "Let's go up 
into a holy place, Let's go up into a dreaming space. Visions come 
like a summer rain... til the garden comes alive gain!"  Getting this 
inspiring man to be among us was a dream come true for me! It started 
last June when I was at UCC Synod in Hartford. I knew we had the 
perfect space for his ministry, and I went to find him backstage. Nine 
months later, with the help of an energetic concert team, we filled 
the Meeting House with people and his amazing music and gracious 
words. What humility and humor also, for a man of such genius and 
renown! 
     Dreams and Visions are indeed the way of the Spirit. Dreams and 
Visions are the beginning of any renewal. What is YOUR vision?  Both 
in the great outdoors of this Spring and Summer, as well as in the 
sacred spaces where we gather, let us keep dreaming and envisioning 
the many ways that make for new life, especially our life together as 
the community called Belleville. 
     Faithfully yours in Christ, Ross Varney 

 

Mission of Belleville Church 
 Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, we seek to be a welcom-
ing, affirming, and healing congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are in-
spired to grow and be renewed through our worship, fellowship, scripture study, 
and the sharing of our gifts.  Strengthened by God’s love and guidance, we 
strive to serve with compassion those in need, both near and far. 
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WARRANT  

 To all members of the  Belleville Congregational Church, UCC  

300 High Street  Newburyport, Massachusetts 01950  

 GREETINGS 
 

 In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby notified to 
meet in the Chapel on Sunday, May 18, 2008, for the second part of the 2008 Annual 
Meeting of the Belleville Congregational Church, UCC, and to act on the following: 
 

 Article I:    To hear the reports of all boards 
 

 Article II:   To elect new board members and officers as necessary 
 

 Article III:  Amend bylaws to allow changes in terms of service to boards 
  

 Per order of Clerk, 

Marion Spark 

Due date for News and Views June Issue is   May 20 
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ORIENTATION DAY FOR PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBERS 
An invitation is extended to anyone interested in becoming a member of the Belleville Church family to 
attend a scheduled meeting to be held on May 4th at 9:00AM.  The meeting will be held in the Stage 
Room.  Pastor Varney will lead the process and answer any questions you may have about membership 
or Belleville. 

Representatives from each of the Boards will attend as well. 

ALL CHURCH PICNIC AND CHILDREN SUNDAY  
June 8th is our scheduled date for the annually held picnic this year.  Please mark your calendar for that 
Sunday.  Details will follow in the next issue of News/Views. 

Please plan to invite your friends and neighbors to join us. 

MOTHER’S DAY BICENTENNIAL FASHION SHOW AND HIGH TEA     
MAY 11th AT 2  O’CLOCK IN THE STAGE ROOM           TICKETS  $5 

            

 “What a lovely thing to do for Mother’s Day! I’m going to bring my mother and my daugh-
ters.” That’s the kind of response I’ve been hearing around Newbury port when I tell  people 
about our  Belleville  1808 to 2008 fashion show and high tea. 
 

    Bring your fashion treasures to church next Sunday with your name affixed to the items. Sue 
Heersink will collect them following the service. You may also bring them to the Heersinks’ 
home  any time. 
 

     The Bicentennial Committee will need your help to put on the fashion show (with set, food 
preparation, assisting models ) We hope men will volunteer to serve the refreshments in honor 
of Mother’s Day.  Please sign up during Coffee Hour. 
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F&S Board Responsibilities 
2008 

 

 Hold a monthly meeting throughout the year except during July and August. 

Work with Office Administrator  regarding building space rental, remembering season rental rates, times, rooms, 
etc. 

Work with Treasurer developing the budget for the coming year. 

Work as a team developing the Stewardship process and with the Treasurer who will work the envelope number 
assignment. 

A member of the F&S Board should attend the monthly meeting of the Executive board. 

The F&S Board is responsible for all of the Office operations, personel, etc. 

Board is responsible for the presentation of the budget at the annual meeting in February. 

The Board is responsible for writing a year-end report for the May meeting. 

The F&S Board is responsible for managing any problems with the three buildings. The Meetinghouse, Chapel 
and Parish House. 

Follow the terms and conditions of the Church Constitution. 

Keep all monthly agendas for reporting to various groups. 

COFFEE HOUR 
May 4  Glenn Richards  Cynthia Peirce  Bob Gould  Shirley Locke 

May 11  Rod Lewis  Sue Heersink  Geoff Raywood  Debra Moore 

May 18  Audrey Clarkson  Gail Gandolfi  Helen Mantarian   

May 25  NO COFFEE HOUR 

June 1  Jim Marshall  Janet Woodman  Bill Silsby  Judy Davis 

June 8  Sunday School Picnic 
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BELLEVILLE BICENTENNIAL FASHION SHOW AND HIGH TEA  

  

 Please join us for 200 years of fashion on Sunday May 11th. We will view clothing from the 1800s up until the 
present day. Where does this clothing come  from you may ask. You must check in your own closets and trunks 
for clothing from the years gone by up to the present. Maybe you have bellbottoms from the 60s, a kilt you 
used to wear, a leisure suit, a child's christening dress, or a wedding gown ( maybe your mother's or grand-
mother's). 

 

 Please bring interesting apparel to  the church on Sunday May 4th. or bring it to the Heersink’s home Write up 
a brief description of the item ( approximate date, what it is and when it was worn and any other details you 
would like to share and your name. Print this information on a large recipe card ( Sue can supply these). 

 

 Give the card to Sue with the item, Your name will be carefully pinned to the item to avoid loss. If the clothing 
is too small or fragile for models to wear it will be displayed with its write up. 

 

 Since May 11th is Mothers Day we hope men  and boys will serve the High Tea during the fashion show. They 
may dress in any period as long as they are serving tea! We need people to make baked goods and tea sand-
wiches. Contact Sue Heersink to help or sign up at coffee hour. 

 

 May 4th a majority of the items of fashion will be assigned to models. There will be a brief meeting in the par-
lor following church on May 4th for models, dressers, servers and pastry and sandwich makers. Sign up oppor-
tunities will be available at coffee hours.. 

 

 Take note. A rare private collection of museum quality apparel from the 1700s and 1800s will be on loan  and 
on display during the show. 

THANK YOU 

Dear Belleville Members, 

  

Thank you for all your cards, calls and goodies while I was recuperating from my "chocolate attack" on 
Sunday, April 13th!  From now on, I'll leave chocolate fountain at home and leave it to our resident choco-
latier, Bill Silsby at Willey's Candy! 

  

Thanks again, Marion Spark 
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        IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL 
 Congregational, (meaning "Of or pertaining to a Protestant denomina-
tion in which each member church is self-governing," The American Heritage 
Dictionary of the English Language, p. 153), is  what Belleville, our church , 
was established to be two hundred years ago.  This church was incorporated to 
be a self-governing institution, to be supported and run by its own members. 

 We, who are members of this Congregational church, have a responsi-
bility to those who have come before us, to each other, and to the pledge we all 
took when we became members, to help support this gathering.  "Support," as it 
pertains to Belleville, means more than just money.  It means a sharing of our 
time, talents, and energy.  Without its members, the running of Belleville will be 
left in the hands of a few, who, in some cases, have been serving in its various 
capacities for years, some staying  well beyond their terms, because there has 
been no one to replace them. 

 It is an overstatement to say that since the last issue of News and Views, 
there has been a underwhelming response to the needs of the Church for volun-
teers to fill the vacancies on it's governing boards. 

 Please consider helping. 

 Jim Marshall, Moderator 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

 May Day Celebration: 
     Our traditional May Day Celebration will take place on Sunday May 4th. 

As in the past the refreshments during coffee hour will be strawberry shortcake and 
punch. 

Please help by bringing the following if your last name begins with these letters:     

                  A-E Strawberries (prepared and ready to serve) 

      F-J Whipped cream, vanilla ice cream or frozen yogurt 

      K-O Angel food cake/shortbread 

                   P-Z ginger ale, raspberry sherbet 

 
PEACE�  
RALLY  

Every Sunday 
noon to 1 PM 
Market Square 

Signs are 
optional but�  

please feel free 
to make and 
bring one. 

    New - 
 Put on your cal-
endars June 14th 
and 15th, Our 
church is going to 
be part of the 
Newburyport His-
torical Society 
House and Gar-
den Tour. We will 
be needing some 
volunteers to be 
at the church.  
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Women’s Discussion Group will be meeting at 4 p.m. on May 5th at Margot 
Siegman’s and on May 19th at Cathie Goulds’ home  

All are welcome.�
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Page 4 

Prayer Task Group 
 

 Scripture for consideration  Romans 12:13 
  

 New International Version 
 

 Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
  

 New Living  Translation 
 

 When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. 
  

 King James Version 
 

 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 

  

 Commentary: 
 

 Broadening our welcome to all whom we meet is doing God’s work. We can help people with life necessities and, 
also, by listening to others with open heart and open mind.  

Frank Schaeffer Book Lecture Sunday May 18th at 1:30 
 

  Nationally recognized and celebrated local author Frank Schaeffer will give a talk on his latest, 
critically acclaimed book, Crazy for God at the Belleville Church .  Mr. Schaeffer has written 8  books 
previously including Portofino and Zermatt and the non-fictional Keeping Faith. 

 Mr. Schaeffer grew up in Switzerland in the 1960s with his parents Francis and Edith 
Schaeffer who were well-regarded missionaries, authors and founders of L’Abri (the Ark) a religious 
community. In Crazy for God ,  Schaeffer writes about his growing up which is the alternately hilari-
ous and excruciating story of his adolescence and young adulthood. 

 Following the Annual Meeting, a light lunch will precede Mr. Schaeffer’s talk. 



 

 

�������������

�

������������������

�
	
�����

�������������

�

������������������

	
�����

Calendar is emailed separately in order to be sent as a Landscape rather than Portrait page. 
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Belleville Congregational Church  Executive Board Minutes   March 18, 2008 
 

 7:00 p.m. Meeting was called to order by Bill Silsby 
 

 Present were Gail Gandolfi, Nancy Tsakirgis, Bob Locke, Jim Marshall, Brenda Marshall, Diane Crofts, Marion Spark 
 

 Meeting was started with a prayer. 

Bob Locke motioned to accept minutes of previous meeting.  Bill Silsby seconded. 

Sexton – no report 

Fellowship and Outreach - Gail Gandolfi reported.  Meeting was held 3/4/08.  UCC contribution and ways to make up difference were 
discussed at length.  More non-perishables are needed for Community Service on Green Street in Masonic building. One Great Hour of 
Sharing was held 3/16/08. 
 

 Stewardship and Finance – Bob Locke, Chair, reported.  Meeting was held 3/4/08.  Replacements are needed for members term expiring 
2008 (Kip Tyler, Bob Locke, Emery Rice, Dan Fay) leaving Bob Gould and Jon Pearson. 
 

 Bob Locke will be taking on the Sexton’s position. 
 

 Front of meeting house will be lit with three portable spotlights. 
 

 New water meter needed.  New line will be replaced 4/14/08 with 1” copper line.  Cost is approximately $1,600-2,000 (4 hour minimum 
job). 
 

 Treasurer Bill Silsby reported.  Tricia Bourke’s last day is today.  Mary Lou talked to Monica Duncan to come back 1 hour per 
week.  No response yet.  Bill may try it for a short while.  Mary Lou has been very helpful. 
 

 Jim Marshall asked how we were going to pay for new water line?  Bob Locke said there is not enough in Stewardship and Finance. 
 

 Worship and Education     Nancy Tsakirgis reported.  Board met 3/4/08.  Planned Maundy Thursday service.  New member orientation 
is scheduled for  5/4/08.  Ushers are needed for church on Sundays.  Planning 5/4/08 for May Day with baskets and May pole.  Updated 
membership list. 
 

 Christa Middler and Louise McRae to complete manuals.  Newburyport Daily News will be asked to remove meditation announcement.  
Shirley Locke will remain as flower coordinator.  Next meeting scheduled 4/8/08 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 Old Business  Sexton will be Bob Locke 

Music discussion appointments – Bill, Emery, Sue Wolfendale (Geoff Raywood declined.) 

 New Business  Annual meeting scheduled 5/18/08 after church. 

Annual reports due 4/27/08.  Marion will prepare warrant.    

W/E board responsibilities.  Bob Locke will write F&S.  Gail – Jon did it.  Bill Silsby, Treasurer. 

Filling vacancies is responsibility of individual boards. 

Jim Marshall – W&E needs 3-5 members.  F&S needs 1-2.  Stewardship and Finance needs 4-5.  Gail will draft proposal for plan to fill 
upcoming Board vacancies. 

Pastor Parish Committee was discussed.  Vacancies need to be filled. 
 

 Closing prayer. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Marion Spark, Clerk 
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 May  

3 Elizabeth Valeriani  

8 Robert Gandolfi  

8 Matthew Chmielewski  

12 Mary Wood   

12 Talya Ipbuken   

13 Daryl Laing   

26 Joyce Burrier   

30 Michael Valeriani  

 

 

 June  

3 Bill Silsby  

3 Judy Moore  

4 John Chmielewski  

4 Taunya Beauparlant  

5 Peg Swiss  

7 Shirley Locke  

9 Cynthia Lusher  

10 Yvonne Cedras  

13 Benjamin Tyler  

14 Sherrill Pierce  

15 Lindsay Howard   

21 Karla Middler  

25 Marcia Peirce  

26 Michael Burgess  

29 Hazen Brown  

 

  

B 
I 
R 
T 
H 
D 
A 
Y 
S 

Service Club 
    A thank you goes out to Janet Woodman who gave a very inter-
esting presentation on Australia and New Zealand at out April 
meeting. Thanks again Janet. 
    Our next meeting is our annual dinner. We are going to the 
Hungry Traveler on May 13 at 12:30. I f you are interested in join-
ing us please contact Helen Mantarian as soon as possible. 
    On June 21 we are having what is now becoming our annual 
yard sale out in front of the church. (Rain date July 12). We will be 
hopefully getting rid of the rest of the rummage sale stuff but new 
donations will be welcome to make it a success. See Sue Wolfen-
dale for any questions. 
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Thrift shop 

Thrift shop is 
open  

Wednesdays 
and  

Saturdays from 
9 a.m. to noon. 

 

Belleville Bonnet Sundays 
  

Many women of Belleville have made bonnets to commemorate our 
Bicentennial. Bonnets are " in style " any Sunday at Belleville this 
year but the  2nd and 4th Sundays of each month are Bonnet Sun-
days. So--- make an 1808 fashion statement and wear your bonnets 
There are still bonnets that can be bought ( $10 each- a real steal!) 
and be made up. 

Pentecost Sunday       May 11th 

Please wear RED.  Thank you. 
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Due date for News and Views June Issue is   May 20 
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      Executive Board 

Moderator 

James Marshall 

Clerk 

Marion Spark 

Treasurer 

Bill Silsby 

Collector 

Shirley Locke 

 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Stephen Middler      

Brenda Marshall 

Board of Fellowship and  

Outreach 

Diane Crofts         

 

 

Board of Worship and Education 

Louise McRae          

 

Board of Stewardship and Finance 

Bob Locke/ chairperson 

 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

 

 

Auditor 

Jim Samuelson 

BellevilleChurch Website is: 

http://mysite.verizon.net/belleville
church/news.html 

 

Email:  bellevillechurch@verizon.net 

Pastor's office hours:  Tues. 11 am—12:30pm Wed. 
and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.  Please call to assure the 
pastor is available 978-465-7734 
 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Newburyport, MA 01950 

Permit No. 105 

 

 

***** 
Sunday School Coordinator 

Nancy Tsakirgis          

Flower Coordinator  

Shirley Locke              

Hospitality Coordinator  

Audrey Clarkson         

Sexton  

Bob Locke 
 

 

Church Office            978- 465-7734 

 

 

 


