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Wow! ... Many things are coming to fruition in the fall of this bicentennial 
year... The building project is getting closer (congregational meeting soon 
to review new drawings), lighting on the grounds is underway (imagine a soft 
glow of light illuminating the meeting house in the evening) ... The 
retreats that people had desired for years are now happening, renewal of 
"circles" for fellowship, more intentional stewardship planning (with a UCC 
specialist coming to speak), just to mention a few things. Sure, there are 
always areas in need of improvement, but staying focused on the positive, 
with faith, keeps the "mustard seeds" growing! 
     A brief word about the summer... What a highlight it was to go to STAR 
ISLAND... Not the island itself (much of the rocky "shoals" are simply 
covered with seagulls, and it is a rather confined space), but the sense of 
community was incredible! I'm not sure that there was one key... perhaps the 
regular Chapel, perhaps the large porch with rockers, perhaps the adult 
program on interfaith respect and dialogue, perhaps just being on island 
with the same people for a week! But the overall sense of caring community 
was obvious, and the reason why people return year after year for the same 
week of UCC summer camp. I hope some of you might consider a week at Star 
Island for some continuing education in summers to come. 
     A brief word about the winter coming up. As you probably know by now, I 
will have completed seven years of pastoral ministry here at Belleville this 
fall. The wisdom of the ages, and Belleville, allow for a sabbatical time 
after seven years. Of the three months allotted, I plan to take two, January 
and February and spread out the third over the next year. I think this will 
lessen the adjustment and overall cost. During January and February we will 
have some part-time pastoral coverage, perhaps from our fall retreat leader. 
For me, it will be first of all a "Sabbath" time (rest!), but I will also 
include some seminary continuing education, as well as taking the 
opportunity to work on some of my music, possibly even make a recording. 
     I think overall, that this is a creative time for Belleville, the 
bicentennial celebrations reflecting the giftedness of so many members. 
My sabbatical time can also allow more gifts to come forth and flourish 
among members! We recall Jesus talking about the Holy Spirit being more 
active in his absence (simply an analogy about leadership, no direct 
correlation!)  In the secular world, the conversation is more about a 
"vacuum" being filled, perhaps also fitting! 
    Much love and hope for our community this fall! May grace and committed 
faith abound!  In Christian love, Ross 

 

Mission of Belleville Church 
 Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, we seek to be a welcom-
ing, affirming, and healing congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are in-
spired to grow and be renewed through our worship, fellowship, scripture study, 
and the sharing of our gifts.  Strengthened by God’s love and guidance, we 
strive to serve with compassion those in need, both near and far. INDEX 
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             “CIRCLE NEWS” 
 

 Just a “HEADS UP” for all of you circle friends! Your Circle 
Leaders will be calling on you all to help in the worship ser-
vices.  

        “ONE CIRCLE, ONE MONTH” 

A great way to get involved, learn something new                              
and bond with your circle friends!  
 

 W&E Board 
 

Due date for News and Views October Issue is   September 20 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

September 7 Audrey Clarkson  Helen Mantarian 

September 14 Nancy Tsakirgis  Emery Rice  Carolyn Kyle Kelly Burke-Anderson 

September 21 Debra Moore  Dorothy Williamson Jon Pearson Maria Niswonger 

September 28 Lori Wiswell  Peggy Utterback  Jane Thomas Marcia Samuelson 
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To all members of 

The Belleville Congregational church,       UCC,Newburyport, Massachusetts 
 GREETINGS  

This is to announce an informational meeting to convene September 7, 2008, immedi-
ately following Coffee Hour, in the Bannister Room. The purpose of this meeting is to 
present the architectural plans detailing the changes envisioned for the Chapel Street 
building, the connector to be constructed joining the Meeting House, and a Cloister 
Garden area to be constructed between the two buildings.   

Please make every effort to attend.   

Voting on the project plans will be the following week on  Sunday, September 14, 2008, after church. 
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ALL MEN INVITED! 
    Men's supper fellowship resumes at 6:00PM Tues, Sept 23 in the lower 
dining hall (menu TBA), Chapel building, and continue on fourth Tuesdays 
each month, if not in conflict with some holiday. This year we will be more 
"intentional" about discussion around some topic. 
    The first Sept topic is easy... Share a little bit about your summer! Of 
course an ongoing second topic will undoubtedly be musings about 
presidential elections! The topic of service opportunities also arises 
naturally. Some may wish to lobby for a "breakfast" meeting alternative. 
    In September, Pastor Ross will also talk about meeting two people who 
could be "presenters" or at least sharers in October and November, coming 
from different faith perspectives. Each man is convinced of the value of 
men's fellowships and ministry;  One actually started a group called Wise 
Men Ministries. Hope to see you there! Ross, for the men's group. 
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WARRANT 

 SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING           To all members of 
The Belleville Congregational Church, UCC,    Newburyport, Massachusetts 

 GREETINGS 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby notified to meet in the Chapel on 
Sunday, September 14, 2008, at 11:30 a.m., for the purpose of voting to move forward on the architec-
tural plans which will be presented on Sunday, September 7, 2008.   

A positive vote will authorize the representatives of Belleville to entertain bids from construction com-
panies. 

 Per order of Clerk,  

Marion Spark 
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Andrew Gustafson, Associate Conference Minister for Stewardship and Finance for the Massachusetts 
UCC will be at Belleville Church on Thursday, September 4, 2008 at 7 PM. 

 He will be discussing stewardship ideas for the upcoming fall campaign as well as planned giving.  
Please join the Finance and Stewardship committee as we consider our campaign for the next year. 

 Finance and Stewardship Committee 

 Dan Fay    Kip Tyler 

Robert Gould   Mary Lou Tyler 

Jon Pearson   Lori Wiswell 

Service Club  
The first meeting of the season for the Service Club will be on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9 at 1:30 in the Bannister Room. It will be a relaxing meeting with a sim-
ple game and discussion of what we want to do for the rest of the year. I'll bring 
the goodies and coffee.  

The Service Club is open to all so please come and bring a friend.  

 Sue Wolfendale: President 
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BELLEVILLE FALL RETREAT ... SAVE THE DATE! 
(Saturday, November 8, 9am-3pm) 
 
   Last year's fall retreat at Rolling Ridge had such good reports from all 
who attended! So we hope for another relaxing and enjoyable fall Saturday, 
this time at Adelynrood in Byfield (it is closer and less expensive!) 
   Rev. Ellie Richardson has been consulted again this year, and will be 
with us (in person this time!) to lend her gifts and specialty in the area 
of retreats for Spiritual Development, in both individuals and the church. 
   While "getting to know one another" in a relaxed setting is always a 
purpose for any retreat (last year we had so much fun with simple "ice 
breaker" exercises), the Worship and Education team has initially proposed 
that we focus on the very theme of intentional community ("building 
connections"). A theme will be fine tuned in the next Worship/Ed meeting. 
STAY TUNED! 
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST                        8:30 a.m. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SIGN UP  September 7 
Invite your friends 
Worship at 10 a.m. 
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BELLEVILLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

June 24, 2008 

 

 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

 Present Jim Marshall, Brenda Marshall, Sue Heersink, Bill Silsby, Diane Crofts, Bob Locke, Rev. Ross Varney, Marion Spark 

 

 OPENING DEVOTIONS – Jim Marshall and Ross Varney 

 

 Bill Silsby motioned to accept May minutes with minor amendments.  Bob Locke seconded. 

 

 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 PASTOR - Ross looking forward with optimism since there was a baptism this past Sunday.  Ross will follow up on past baptisms.  Ross spoke to 
Kelly Burke-Anderson about contacting them regarding Sunday school. 

 

 Re summer Sundays, Ross will be away 7/23-8/12 (3 weeks).  One week is vacation and two are continuing ed.  He took one vacation week in 
June.  Rev. Bob Hagopian will cover for Ross for emergency pastoral needs.    Third week of vacation will be five days over Labor Day weekend 
(8/29-9/2/08.)  Final week of vacation will be in October 

(10/3-10/10/08). 

 

 Fall Retreat possibility will be discussed at next Worship and Ed (8/12/08) meeting possibly 10/11/08 or 10/18/08 with Ellie Richardson. 

 

 Ross may take January and February 2009 as sabbatical.  Perhaps Ellie Richardson and Alice Erickson would be good replacements.  Ross will 
call them to see if they are available. 

 

 Ross would like to work on another concert for Ken Medema in April.  Fellowship and Ed will discuss at next meeting to see if they will spear-
head this. 

 

 TREASURERS REPORT – Bill Silsby – Checking has $118 today after payroll.  Tarbox fund has subsidized.  Members need to keep up with 
their pledges through the summer.  Endowment is down due to returns. 

 

 Bob Locke mentioned $12,000  is needed for for architects and we owe $16,000 for consultants.  Bob Locke will be away 7/12-19/08. 

 

 FELLOWSHIP AND OUTREACH – Diane Crofts – no report, committee will not meet until August. 

 

 STEWARDSHIP – No one present.  They will meet this week to appoint chair. 

 

     (continued on Page 10) 



 

 

������������� ������������������
�

	
�����

REFLECTION ON THE RECENT HOUSE AND GARDEN TOUR 

We were fortunate to be part of the 29th Newburyport House and Garden Tour this year.  Some of us (gathered together 
by the perseverance of Dot Williamson, our Host Chairperson!) were asked to be Hosts to those of the community en-
tering Belleville Church as part of the tours.  We were listed for the historic value but we had a “modest garden” to 
show off as well as the “The Spirit of Belleville” flower! 

 

 It was a splendid experience! Both days  saw numerous people coming through and being very interested in the rich 
history of our beautiful church home; some were genuinely impressed  with the beauty of our structures and some were 
surprised by the pure size of the facilities! Our Chapel won accolades from all! 

 

 We had several Hosts who really had boned up on the details of our history both past and more recent.  The sharing 
and telling was augmented by the vast pictorial exhibits that the Williamsons’ had compiled for our Bicentennial Com-
mittee events and were posted all over the Meeting House.  They were well worth the long hours that Dot and Herb 
spent on them as all who came took the time to view them. 

 

 The day closed at 4:00p.m. on Sunday but shortly before the ending hour one of our hosts was passionately telling of 
the “coming events”; “we have the Antique Show, the Service Club Yard Sale and did you know we have the Thrift 
Shop?”……all breathlessly given in pride of all we have to do and offer.  

 Another of the hosts quietly followed this and added; “and SOMETIMES we pray!”…..the sound of laughter filled the 
foyer! But yes, we do pray and we pray for the future of Belleville Church for times like this weekend and more to 
come. 

 

 If ever you want to get closer to someone in the church family be sure and volunteer for one of the events. You will 
know each other better and I guarantee you’ll have a few good laughs! 

 

 Submitted by 

Louise McRae 

Acting Host 6/15/08 

    Sacred Music Lovers: 
On Sunday, September 7 at 3 pm internationally-known musician David Briggs  
will give an Organ Concert at Our Lady of Hope Church, Ipswich, MA.  David  
studied organ with Jean Langlais in Paris.  He was the first British winner  
of the Tournemire Prize at the Saint Albans International Improvisation  
Competition.  He also won the first prize in the International Improvisation  
Competition at Paisley.  He held positions at Truro and Hereford Cathedrals  
and King's College, Cambridge, where he was Organ Scholar.  David Briggs 
now  
lives in Ipswich and is represented by Chestnut Music.  His website is at  
www.david-briggs.org.uk 
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 A training session for those inter-
ested in helping run the projector 
for the Take Two Movies will be 
held after coffee hour on  

Sunday, September 14.   
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                                TAKE TWO 
Movie Schedule 
Where: Belleville Bannister Room 
When: 6:30 PM 
Bring Your Own Popcorn! 
Comfortable beach chairs or pillows for the folding chairs. 
The Belleville Congregational Church can not guarantee the  
age-appropriateness of any of the movies. 
Parents are responsible for reviewing the movies prior to bringing chil-
dren. 
2008 Schedule 
The Belleville Movie Opening Night! 
September 20   Comedy about a 6’3" rabbit  

The Belleville Congregational Church can not guarantee the  
age-appropriateness of any of the movies. 
Parents are responsible for reviewing the movies prior to bringing  children. 
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Bring A Bag Lunch! Bring your knitting! 

Come to the Meeting House and just listen to some great music for one hour.  Take the time to just 
be.  Take the time for quiet reflection.  Take the time to listen! We will be playing everything from 
classical, to blues, to jazz, to gospel! So come and join us for the simple pleasure of listening. 
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September 3 - Mahalia Jackson 
September 10 - Duke Ellington - Second Sacred Concert 
September 17 - Hymn for the World 
September 24 - Gregorian Chants 
October 1 - Scott Joplin 
October 8 - Charlie Mingus 
October 15 - Royal Opera House Covent Garden - Early pieces 1904-1939 
October 22 - Anton Bruckner - Symphonie No 8 
October 29 - Benny Goodman - Carnegie Hall 
If you would like to help run this program, see Cathie Gould, Bob Locke, Jim Marshall for signing 
up and equipment training.   

PENNIES FOR POVERTY 2 CENTS 4 CHANGE 

Please be patient while we set up the 2 Cent Program.  The Bank Accounts have NOT yet been set up.  We 
hope to have the accounts set up soon. We apologize for any inconvenience and will hopefully have the bank 
accounts set up soon.    

 
 Website: http://www.2cents4change.povertyprogram.com/index.php 

The Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents 4 Change website will be up and running shortly!  Check us out! Lots of informa-
tion, 2 cent downloads, Service Agency Needs, Events, Movie Schedule and more!  Also, give us your feed back 
on what you need or would like more information on or programs that are needed in Newburyport. 

 
�New Publications:   
We have put together 2 New Publications: a Newburyport Area Service Directory and Newburyport Volunteer Opportu-
nities Directory which are available in the Bannister Room and the latest editions will soon be available for download on 
our website under “downloads”. 
 
�Musicians Needed: 
Dec. 5, the International Day for Volunteers, Unitarian Church:  We will be having a Blessing of the Banner by the 
local clergy and would like to have musicians come to accompany carol singing.  The movie Pay It Forward will 
be shown that evening at Belleville.  If you are a musician and would like to come and play Dec. 5, please contact: 
Cathie Gould, 2cents4change@gmail.com or Rob Burnham  
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October  
Ross on vacation October 3-10 

Pennies for Poverty 

VOLUNTEER JOB FAIR 

Unitarian Church Parish Hall 
26 Pleasant Street, Newburyport, MA  

October 17 & 18 , 2008  

10 AM - 4 PM 

 

November 
Fall Retreat  

Saturday, November 8, 9 a.m.—3p.m. 

Thanksgiving November 27 
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 EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES  continued from page 5 

  

WORSHIP AND ED – Sue Heersink.  Masons coming last Sunday in June ushering and reading scripture and music. 

 

 People needed for sermons while Ross is away.  Committee has contacted people to volunteer.  Sue asked that her sister speak 7/2/08 along with Masaai 
leader. 

 

 Next meeting is 8/12/08. 

 

 Thinking about using Circle of Friends lists for ushers and scripture readers. 

 

 No communion in summer. 

 

 Summer worship begins 7/6/08 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 BUILDING COMMITTEE – Bob Locke – Contracted with Bob Gould and Bill March as architects.  They will come up with a schematic and contact Gary 
Calderwood, Newburyport Building Inspector,  to make sure we are meeting building codes.  Rate is $90 per hour with range of 60-70 hours.  Final draw-
ings 60-80 hours more.  $1,000 retainer has been paid. When preliminary drawing are ready, they will be shown to the congregation. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS – Discussed gift to Tatiana Harrison (webmaster) $50 Amazon gift certificate.  She is having hand surgery.  Bob motioned to do this.  
Seconded by Brenda Marshall.  All were in favor. 

 

 Ross motioned to give Cynthia Peirce $50 gift certificate to Michael’s Harborside for playing the organ in David Morrow’s absence.  Bob Locke seconded.  
Passed.  Money will come from Music Fund. 

 

 DVD/projector/speaker system.  Ross motioned to purchase system using memorial fund money.  Brenda seconded motion.    Sue Heersink suggested a 
youth car wash to add money to fund.  Unanimous. 

 

 Temporary lights have been installed to light church exterior at night.  Bob will hire electrican to install permanent lights. 

 

Ross motioned to allow “2 cents campaign” to use building.  Diane seconded.  Unanimous. 

 

 CORI – Jim Marshall will pass this on to Nancy Tsagiris as Worship and Ed since she is Sunday School Superintendent. 

 

 Sue Heersink mentioned cushion fund.  Ross motioned that we transfer money.  Bob Locke seconded.  Ross and Bob withdrew motion. Tabled for later 
discussion. 

 

 Ross read closing prayer from Ecclesiastes. 

 

 Adjourned 8:50 p.m. 
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September  
2 Caitlin Clarke 

4 Janet McDonnell 

4 Will Beauparlant 

5 Sue Burgess 

6 Richard Bartlett 

9 Helen Mantarian 

9 Diana Grandoni 

10 Michael Charmanski 

10 Chris DeLong 

11 Elizabeth Webber 

15 Steven Middler 

17 Jason Beauparlant 

20 Lori Wiswell 

20 Ben Heersink 

22 David Twombly 

25 Jim Utterback 

26 Ross Varney 

27 Dorothy Sprague 

27 Carolyn Kyle 

29 Richard Van Amburgh 

30 Keri Pennell 

 

 October  
1 Christopher Sprague 

8 Virginia Lowell 

8 Erv Bode 

8 Christopher Clarke 

9 Nicholas Howard 

13 Denis Ipbuken 

14 Sue Bennett 

15 Kate Clunie 

18 Nat Codin 

16 George Hangen 

19 Raymond Dugdale 

21 Elizabeth Proctor 

22 Keith Conway 

23 Austin Lanham 

24 Janet Woodman 

25 Emily Wright 

25 Aiden Proctor 

25 Sophie Proctor 

26 Stephen Woodman 

 

 

 

26 Emily Fay 

29 Irene Bradford 

29 Hazen Brown  
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Thrift shop 

Thrift shop is open  

Wednesdays 

 and  

Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon. 
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Women’s Discussion Group will be 
meeting at 4 p.m. on September 8th 
and on September 22nd at Cathie 
Gould’s home  

All are welcome.�
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Church Officers: 
 

Moderator 

James Marshall 

Clerk 

Marion Spark 

Treasurer 

Bill Silsby 

Collector 

Shirley Locke 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Auditor 

Jim Samuelson 
 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Bob Locke 

Brenda Marshall (extended term) 

 

 

 

 

Contact Persons: 
Board of Fellowship and  

Outreach 

Diane Crofts 

Board of Worship and Education 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 
 

Board of Stewardship and Finance 

Mary Lou Tyler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCC Delegate 

Emery Rice 

 

Belleville Church Website is: 

http://mysite.verizon.net/belleville
church/news.html 
 

*****  

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nancy Tsakirgis 

Flower Coordinator  

Shirley Locke 

Hospitality Coordinator  

Audrey Clarkson 

Sexton  

Bob Locke 

 

Email:  bellevillechurch@verizon.net 

Pastor's office hours:   

Tues. 11 am—12:30pm  

Wed. and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.   

Please call to assure the pastor is available  

Church Office 978-465-7734 

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais 

Office hours : 

Tuesday through Friday 9a.m.—12 noon 
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