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As I write this, Tuesday the 14th of July, we have had one Listening Session at the church.  By the time you 

read this, the Listening Sessions will be completed and the Session will be working on communicating to the 

congregation what we have learned and what path we are recommending to move forward with Christôs      

Ministry.  It makes for an interesting challenge to write for a time in the future, but I will try. 

 

In some ways it is rather ironic that I am a doctor and we are working on Healing our church, but I also       

realized, it is a great analogy that we all can relate to.  If we think of the church as the Body of Christ and we 

think of our own bodies, sometimes all parts of the body are not in agreement.  When the body is not in    

agreement, it doesnôt work correctly.  So no matter how well the legs work, if the stomach is not working, the 

legs suffer for lack of nutrients.  So it is with us presently.  We are suffering and Christ is suffering. 

 

When we are not well, we seek advice and guidance.  The Session is seeking advice from Pittsburgh          

Presbyteryôs Committee on Ministry.  Just like a physician, they ask questions and encourage the Session to 

ask questions.  This was the purpose of the Listening Sessions.  Your Session needed to hear from Christôs 

Body, why it did not feel right.  We also seek guidance.  We are seeking guidance from professionals.  People 

like Dan Paul, an Elder at Westminster Presbyterian and member of Presbyteryôs Committee on Ministry, who 

has expertise and experience working with different parts of the body to create unity and wholeness.  Most    

importantly we seek guidance from the Holy Spirit. 

 

Just like your physician, your Session, with help, is working to come up with suggestions and a plan to help 

Christôs Body Heal.  Also, like your physician, we will share it with you since each of us is vital to Christôs 

Body.  You may not like all the suggestions and plans.  We may not get every-

thing right the first time, but we ask you to work with us so that the Body may be 

whole again.  Your Session will also be checking back in with the Body to find 

out how it is doing.  Is it working?  Have we done what we needed to do to be 

well? 

 

In closing, I ask for your Prayers.  The work of diagnosis, coming up with a     

treatment plan, and communicating is not easy for a physician and it is not easy 

for your Session. Thankfully God is the ultimate healer and that is where we 

place our trust.  I eagerly await the celebration of our wholeness. 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Renee  

Renee Miskimmin, Clerk of Session 
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Thoughts 
from the 
Balcony  By Linda Williams, 

Christian Ed Director 

CHILDRENôS MINISTRY  

VOLUNTEER  

OPPORTUNITIES 
Fall 2009 

 

Job Descriptions for Sunday 

School or Jr. Church  
  

Teacher ï You will work on a team with others to 

plan for a specific Sunday School age group or     

Rotation area or Jr. Church stories.  Positions are 

available for men, women and teens.  The plan is to 

form teams so no one is volunteering all the time and 

can participate in learning opportunities and worship 

experiences.  The following are areas where your 

help is needed: 
 

Nursery Helpers for Sunday School and 10:30 am 

Worship ï 2 years and under 
 

PreK Sunday School ï ages 3 thru 5 
 

Rotation Sunday School for children in Kindergarten 

thru 3rd gradeðareas include art, drama, culinary, 

Bible games, computer 
 

Sunday School for 4th and 5th graders 
 

Jr. Church storytellers for ages 3 years thru 2nd grade 

 

In addition to classroom volunteers we need help in 

these areas: 
 

Publicity 
 

Preparation of materials for the classes 
 

Substitutes for the above   
 

Serving on Childrenôs Advisory Committee 

 

In baptism we all take a vow to ñraise this child in 

the nurture and admonition of the Lordò.  It is true 

that it takes a village to raise a child.  It also takes a  

 
 

 continued next column 

community of faith to raise a child to 

discipleship.  It is a privilege to be part 

of nurturing Godôs children.  Itôs also 

fun!   

 

Please prayerfully consider what God is calling you 

to do in Childrenôs Ministry this 2009 ï 2010       

program year.  Please contact Linda Williams, CE 

Director at the church, 412-761-1233 x26 or           

by e-mail, LBWLORTZ@AOL.COM) for more   

information/to volunteer or sign up on the bulletin 

board in the Narthex and indicate your preferred   

volunteer area.  Thank you on behalf of our children. 

 
 

¢ƘŜ 5ŀǊƪ !ƎŜǎΧǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƻ ŘŀǊƪΚ 
 

Seventh Annual  

Nelson/Pomeroy Theologian-in-Residence Series 

September 14 ï October 4, 2009 

Sunday Morningsð9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall, CPCBA 
 

Join us for our annual lecture series with guest     
lecturer, Rev. Dr. John E. Wilson of the Pittsburgh 
¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅΦ 5ǊΦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜΥ  
 

ñThe Missing 1000 years:  

Early Church through the Renaissanceò 
 

Dr. Wilson has taught at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary since 1984. In his teaching he focuses 
mainly on modern church history (since the Refor-
mation). Wilson's research interests focus in the 
area of 19th century religious thought, especially 
hermeneutics.  
 

This year marks the seventh year of the Pomeroy-
Nelson Theologian-in-Residence Series. These lec-
tures were first endowed by Judge Thomas Pomeroy 
and later further endowed by Elder Tom Nelson. 
Both men were members of the Board of the Semi-
ƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
meaningful association with the Seminary.  

mailto:LBWLORTZ@AOL.COM
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By Mike Mullin, 
Youth Director 

Youth Summer Trips:  
 

First of all, the youth would like to extend a huge 
thank you to all of CPCBA for your generous 
support of our youth fundraisers which helped to 
fund our youth summer trips. A breakdown: 
 

Pumpkin Patch: (Oct ó08)            $1,428.69 

Pumpkin Fest: (Oct ó08)             $   277.34 

Christmas Nut Sale: (Dec ó08)            $   436.00
    

Events not sponsored by the youth which profits  
were graciously donated to them: 
 

Murder Mystery Dinner: (Feb ó09)          $   785.14 
Easter Pancake Brkfast: (Apr ó09)          $   413.87 
Potato Bar/Service Auction: (June ó09)   $  422.21 
 

Total raised for 2009 Summer Trips:   
                                        $3,763.25 

 

We have 6 youth going on the Senior High Trip 
and 6 youth going on the Middle School Trip - 
$313.60 was raised for each youth. 
 

The cost of the Senior High Trip was $468.00.  
Each youth paid $154.40. 
 

The cost of the Middle School Trip was $567.00.  
Each youth paid $253.40. 
 

The Senior High just returned from their trip to 
Chicago, Illinois where they had a blast meeting 
new friends from across the country and work-
ing with different ministries in the culturally di-
verse urban setting of the South Side of Chi-
cago. The Middle School is currently gearing up 
to attend the Montreat sponsored retreat 
ñOrdinary to Extraordinaryò at Presbyterian Col-
lege in Clinton, South Carolina. We can all look 
forward to hearing more about these trips on 
Youth Sunday, August 16, when several youth 
will share their stories. 
 
The Youth Would like Your Help:  
 

As the school year is fast approaching so are 
our plans for youth group and Sunday School.  
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We are always looking for loving volunteers to 
come hang out with our youth during middle 
school and high school youth group, but we will 
also be looking for a few volunteers who would 
be willing to help co-teach the middle school 
and high school Sunday School classes.  We 
ask that you would pray about these               
opportunities to help be a positive influence and 
mentor to our youth.  If you are feeling called to 
help out, or simply would like to talk more about 
the specifics of what it would entail, please    
contact Mike Mullin at 412-761-1233 (church) or 
by e-mail mike-mullin@hotmail.com. 
 
Youth Group Fall Kick Off:  
 

As the summer winds down, donôt forget to sign 
up for our final summer activities like white    
water rafting and an outing to SandCastle.  
Also, remember to mark your calendars for    
August 16, Youth Sunday, when the youth    
corporately share our talents with the church.  In 
September the new school year begins and it 
also means the start of Youth Group.  Be ready 
for the middle school youth group kick-off on   
Friday, September 4

th
 starting right after school 

(you can get take a school bus from the school 
and get dropped off at the front of the church) 
until 5:30 pm.  The senior high youth group   
kick-off is Sunday, September 6

th
 beginning im-

mediately after church until 4:30 pm. Keep your 
eyes open for more information coming in the 
mail in August about the youth group kick-offs 
and other youth events for the fall. 

Studio go!  Game show  
Vacation bible School 

JULY 13qJULY 17 
 

Many thanks to those who        

attended VBS and those who    

volunteered by hosting,     

teaching, acting and singing, 

providing dinner and setting 

up/cleaning up.  Special thanks 

to Barb Barcousky and Sandy 

Stauffer for coordinating the 

entire event!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chloe Mellon &  

Talk Show Host Wade     

Winalot (RJ White) 

mailto:mike-mullin@hotmail.com
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2009 
Back-pack 

Drive  
 
Outreach Committee to Sponsor  
Annual Back-pack Drive for School 
Children at the 2nd U.P. Church in 
Wilkinsburg  

 
The past three years we have provided back-packs 
filled with school supplies for children and youth. 
They will be distributed by the 2nd U.P church in 
Wilkinsburg.   
 

Just as before, the Outreach Committee will be    
setting up a bulletin board in the narthex with     
removable back-pack images on it.  If you would like 
to help with this project, help yourself to one or 
more of the attached packs. The supplies requested 
will be on the back. Then buy the packs, fill them 
with the supplies and return them to the church by 
Sunday, August 2nd. 
 

The church in Wilkinsburg has been a mission     
partner with CPCBA for several years, including the 
recent Faith in Action project.  Please help this 
small congregation to do the Lordõs work with   
limited funds, but a lot of love. They are doing a 
wonderful and creative job of providing for the   
community and will certainly appreciate our help 
with the back-packs. The children who receive them 
will be able to hold their heads a bit higher as they 
go off to their first day of school. This project will 
make a difference for them. 
 
- Return Filled Packs by Sunday, August 2, 2009 
 
Thank you, once again, for contributing to a CPCBA    
outreach project. 

 

At a lunch on April 22, 2009, Allegheny 
General Hospital recognized their  
hundreds of volunteers who have   
provided over 40 thousand volunteer 
hours this year alone.  The Dignity 
Robes project was highlighted and the 

program is only a little over one year old.  AGH 
recognized Community Presbyterian Church of 
Ben Avon as a significant part of the number of 
hours and robes that have been contributed to 
this project that provides women their own robe 
to use during radiation treatments for breast 
cancer.  The theme for the annual report was 
ñVolunteers:  the key to our successò. 
 

Our church will agree with the theme and our 
congregation has given in so many ways ï from 
coupons, to gifts of fabric or money, and the  
talents of the seamstresses.   Dignity Robes 
were part of Faith-in- Action on June 7

th
 and  

volunteers and/or contributors helped assemble 
a DOZEN robes ï with many more partially 
sewn - to keep this special project moving      
forward. 
 

Thank you.  Gail Buchanan 

 

Other F&E Eventsé 
 

The joy of cooking ~ On Tuesday, 

September 15th at 10:00 a.m. we 
are hoping to have a kitchen full of 
cooks to make lots of spaghetti sauce, hopefully 
from some access bounty  from our              
congregations gardens.  This day will be full of 
fellowship and fun !     
 

The joy of eating ~ There will be a ñSpaghetti 

Dinnerò held on Wednesday, September 23rd at 
6:00 p.m. to savor the sauce made with love the 
previous week!  To make a wonderful evening 
even better, entertainment will be provided.  
Soé we suggest you mark your calendars now, 
because we know you wonôt want to miss this 

F&E event! 

"Be diligent to know the state of your flocks, 

and attend to your herds."    

   Proverbs 27:23  
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When I attended my first meeting of this committee a 

few years ago, one of the first things I learned was 

that the name of it was not simply ñFinanceò but      

Stewardship & Finance.  The apt explanation was 

that, without Stewardship, there can be no Finance to 

carry out Christôs ministry.  Recent events within the 

life of our church have shown me how important   

perceptions of church finances can be toward      

stewardship, so Iôd like to take this opportunity to 

highlight both our churchôs current financial       

situation and some recent activities of your        

Stewardship & Finance Committee. 
 

The financial snapshot of our churchôs finances as 
of June 30, 2009:  Total income received has been 

$178,480 compared to the budget estimate of 

$184,890.  Total expenses for the same time period 

have been $200,948 versus the budget estimate of 

$199,828.  At this point in time, the churchôs          

finances are on track with expectations, although 

giving has been slightly less than anticipated.  The 

value of the Endowment fund stood at $822,612, 

which is up substantially from its year-end 2008 

value. 
 

A quick review of Stewardship & Finance activity 

since the calendar year began:  In February, the 

committee received a year-end analysis of the        

Endowment fund from our investment adviser, who 

will return in August for another update.  In March, 

the churchôs financial system, Church Windows, was 

discussed and found to be appropriate for our church.  

In April, months of work on greater oversight of 

church credit card use and check requests was         

completed and approved by Session.  This resulted 

directly from comments from the church 2007 Audit 

Committee Report received in the summer of 2008.  

The new policy requires completion of a detailed 

monthly credit card expense report or check voucher, 

which is reviewed and authorized by your Treasurer,  

 continued next column 

 

 

Ross Dillon and Stewardship & Finance Chair,       

myself or Co-Chair, Renee Miskimmin.  Following 

adoption of this policy, work then began on           

reviewing all policies on financial transactions.  At 

the committeeôs July meeting, Jeff Walley of        

Pittsburgh Presbytery was invited to impart his     

expertise in this area.  The committeeôs subsequent 

recommendations will be presented at the July 21st 

Session meeting.  Plans are also underway for the 

annual stewardship campaign, which will be        

conducted during October. 
 

Lastly, two audits have been received by the    

committee during the first half of this year: the 

first audit of the Wooden Ladder Pre-School, and the 

annual audit of the CPCBA books.  Both audits 

found financial records to be accurate and            

well-maintained, with slight procedural changes   

recommended for each.  Going forward, the Wooden 

Ladder audit will occur each year in the fall to      

directly follow their fiscal year.  CPCBAôs audit will 

continue to be after the close of the calendar year.  

We owe a debt of gratitude to this yearôs Audit   

Committee, which consisted of Marilyn Simon, 

Trudy File, and Jack Ferguson, for their diligence in 

performing these audits. 
 

As may be evident, this committeeôs work is varied 

and touches all aspects of the church.  We feel a  

calling to be good stewards of your financial gifts  

for Christôs ministry through careful review of      

financial records and consideration of policy needs.  

If you have questions or feel called to join us,   

please contact me.  We are always looking for new 

members! 
 

 

 

Wendy Herchenroether, Chair 

for September 
Revelations  

is 
            August 15  
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Wooden Ladder Preschool 
 

The Wooden Ladder Preschool,  
a program of the Community  
Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon,    
is now enrolling students for the 2009-2010 
school year.  The preschool accepts children 
ages 18 months to 5 years.   
 
The following classes are available: 
 
Wooden Ladder Tots 18 - 24 months 
Wooden Ladder 1  14 - 36 months 
Wooden Ladder 2  3 - 4 years 
Wooden Ladder 3  4 - 5 years 
 
For interested, please call Louise Sonnet,  
Program Director, at (412) 761-9195 for more  
information. 

If you want to keep 
your body in shape 

during the fall/winter, join us for 
Yoga, beginning Sept. 17 - Nov. 19.  
The cost is $80 for the 10 week 
session or $10 as a walk - in.  We 
have had a great deal of fun in an 
atmosphere that is welcoming and 
non - competitive.  The class is from 
6:45 - 8PM so if you are a choir  
member there is no excuse for not 
attending.  For more information or 
to register, contact Brenda Mellon 
at blmmellon@comcast.net .  
 

Yoga for the 
Fall/Winter  

 

 

 

Mark your calendars now for 
the �1�R�U�W�K���%�R�U�R�·�V���&�5�2�3���:�D�O�N 
(5K) on Sunday, October 4th �² 
starting at 2:00 PM at Greenstone United   
�0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W���&�K�X�U�F�K�������,�W�·�V���D���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\��
for fellowship, exercise, and to raise money for 
world hunger.  Keep your eye out for a sign-up 
sheet and Registration/Fundraising  envelopes 
on the desk in the narthex.  Come join us as we 
continue to put our faith into action  throughout 
the year in our service to others. 
 

 

  AUDITIONS!  
 
 

Community Theatre Players will be 
holding auditions for their fall 
production of "Play On!"  on     
Saturday, August 1 from 1 - 4 PM.  
All are welcome!  For more       
information, please call Jeff at
(412) 732 - 9386 or jeff@benavon.org .  

 

Our apologies for missing 
Adam Herchenroether 
among our College       

graduates, here is his graduation information: 
 

Adam Uhl Herchenroether is the son of Dick 
and Sue Herchenroether.  As a youth in CPCBA 
he was in the bell choir and participated in the 
senior high youth group. 
 

Adam graduated with a B.S. degree with honors 
in Computer Science from Rochester Institute of 
Technology.  He joined Phi 
Delta Theta fraternity at RIT 
where he served as      
treasurer and webmaster.    
In July he finished his       
degree requirement for      
co-operative work with     
Microsoft in Redmond, 
Washington.  Adam        
supported his education with 
an RIT Presidential Scholarship and a Lola G. & 
William H. Duff Scholarship. 


