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Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA 15202

K/% M Sessio

Renee Miskimmin, Clerk of Session

As | write this, Tuesday the 14th of July, we have had one Listening Session at the church. By the time you
read this, the Listening Sessions will be completed and the Session will be working on communicating to the
congregation what we have | earned and what path
Ministry. It makes for an interesting challenge to write for a time in the future, but I will try.

In some ways it is rather ironic that | am a doctor and we are working on Healing our church, but I also
realized, it is a great analogy that we all can relate to. If we think of the church as the Body of Christ and we
think of our own bodies, sometimes all parts of the body are not in agreement. When the body is not in
agreement, it doesndét work correctly. So no mat
legs suffer for lack of nutrients. So it is with us presently. We are suffering and Christ is suffering.

When we are not well, we seek advice and guidance. The Session is seeking advice from Pittsburgh

Presbyteryés Committee on Ministry. Just | i ke a
ask questions. This was the purpose of the List
Body, why it did not feel right. We also seek guidance. We are seeking guidance from professionals. Peop
|l i ke Dan Paul, an El der at Westminster Presbyter

has expertise and experience working with different parts of the body to create unity and wholeness. Most
importantly we seek guidance from the Holy Spirit.

Just like your physician, your Session, with help, is working to come up with suggestions and a plan to help
Christbés Body Heal. Al s o, |l i ke your physician,
Body. You may not like all the suggestions and plans. We may not get every-
thing right the first time, but we ask you to work with us so that the Body may be
whole again. Your Session will also be checking back in with the Body to find

out how it is doing. Is it working? Have we done what we needed to do to be
well?

In closing, | ask for your Prayers. The work of diagnosis, coming up with a
treatment plan, and communicating is not easy for a physician and it is not easy
for your Session. Thankfully God is the ultimate healer and that is where we
place our trust. | eagerly await the celebration of our wholeness.

AUGUST Your Sister in Christ
2009 Renee |

Phone: (412) 761 -1233/766-1800 Fax: (412) 766-1801 E-mail: cpcba@verizon.net Web site: www.cpcba.com
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community of faith to raise a childto /¥ #4+4
ThoughtS discipleship. It is a privilege to be part “«' / !;
from the of nurturing Godo@‘
fun! //

Balcony By Linda Williams, g
Christian Ed Director  pJegse prayerfully consider what God is calling you
to do in Childrer@G Minis
CHI LDRENOGS MIpkdrafs ye&. YPlease contact Linda Williams, CE

VOLUNTEER Director at the church, 41261-1233 x26 or
- OPPORTUNITIES by email, LBWLORTZ@AOL.COM) for more
&V Fall 2009 information/to volunteer or sign up on the bulletin
/] \\ board in the Narthex and indicate your preferred
- & ,y)\v Job Descriptions for Sunday volunteer area. Thank you on behalf of our children.

School or Jr. Church

Teacheii You will work on a team with others to
plan for a specific Sunday School age group or
Rotatlon area or Jr. Church stories. Positions are

_ADULT EDUCATION

form teams so no one is vqunteerlng all the time and

can participate in learning opportunities and worship ¢ KS 5 | NJ I 3SaXgSNB GF
experiences. The following are areas where your
help is needed: Seventh Annual

Nelson/Pomeroy Theologiain-Residence Series
Nursery Helpers for Sunday School and 10:30 am September 14 October 4, 2009
Worshipi 2 years and under Sunday Morningsd 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
PreK Sunday Schodlages 3 thru 5 Fellowship Hall, CPCBA

Rotation Sunday School for children in Kindergarten Join us for our annual lecture series with guest
thru 3? grad® areas include art, drama, culinary,  lecturer, Rev. Dr. John E. Wilson of the Pittsburgh
Bible games, computer ¢KS2ft23A01Lt {SYAYlINEO® 5N

Sunday School for'#and %" graders AiThe Missing 1000 vy
Jr. Church storytellers for ages 3 years tHflgeade Early Church through tt

In addition to classroom volunteers we need help in D- Wilson has taught at Pittsburgh Theological
these areas: Seminary since 1984. In his teaching he focuses

mainly on modern church history (since the Refor-

Publicity mation). Wilson's research interests focus in the

Preparation of materials for the classes area of 19th century religious thought, especially

Substitutes for the above hermeneutics.

Serving on Childreno6s A dhisiysaonanks the cevanth year ®fehe Pomeroy
Nelson Theologiain-Residence Series. These lec-

I'n baptism we all take greywew firitendoléddy Jade ThdimasPoraefol |

the nurture and admoni t g hterduithet eAd®wed 19 Elle? Tom Ndisbn. | S
that it takes a village to raise a child. It also takes a goth men were members of the Board of the Semi-
YINE YR gAAKSR (G2 O2ylAy
continued next column meaningful association with the Seminary.
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NEws We are always looking for loving volunteers to
YOUTH come hang out with our youth during middle

By Mike Mullin, school and high school youth group, but we will
Youth Director also be looking for a few volunteers who would
Youth Summer Trips: be willing to help co-teach the middle school
and high school Sunday School classes. We
ask that you would pray about these
opportunities to help be a positive influence and
mentor to our youth. If you are feeling called to
help out, or simply would like to talk more about
gtj mp '; : 2 I':Z ; f h: ( ggfiﬂgg-? ) the specifics of what it would entail, please

Chr |p stmas Nut Sal e$ 436.Me c E;ne g wﬁ?kgﬂﬂlbqllﬁgﬁcz)t;gﬁ i'grs;s (church) or

First of all, the youth would like to extend a huge
thank you to all of CPCBA for your generous
support of our youth fundraisers which helped to
fund our youth summer trips. A breakdown:

Events not sponsored by the youth which profits
were graciously donated to them: Youth Group Fall Kick Off:

Mur der Mystery Dinner: (RAssb ©A®) summer w$ ndd8 %01"2'9’

Easter Pancake Brkfast: hﬁ\%f oqufhchl)sumnae& ?ctlvmegllkﬁ \A\/I%ltg é

Potato Bar/sService Auct] WaterréftlngandanoutngtoSandC
Total raised for 2009 Summer Trips: Also, remember to mark your calendars for
$3,763.25 August 16, Youth Sunday, when the youth
We have 6 youth going on the Senior High Trip corporately share our talents with the church. In
and 6 youth going on the Middle School Trip - September the new school year begins and it
$313.60 was raised for each youth. also means the start of Youth Group. Be ready

. . . for the middle school youth group kick-off on
Ehehcost or]: thg dsgi"ﬂ rc')gh Trip was $468.00. Friday, September 4" starting right after school

ach youth pai e (you can get take a school bus from the school
The cost of the Middle School Trip was $567.00.  and get dropped off at the front of the church)
Each youth paid $253.40. until 5:30 pm. The senior high youth group
kick-off is Sunday, September 6™ beginning im-
mediately after church until 4:30 pm. Keep your
eyes open for more information coming in the
mail in August about the youth group kick-offs
and other youth events for the fall.

The Senior High just returned from their trip to
Chicago, lllinois where they had a blast meeting
new friends from across the country and work-
ing with different ministries in the culturally di-
verse urban setting of the South Side of Chi-
cago. The Middle School is currently gearing up
to attend the Montreat sponsored retreat
AOrdinary to Extraordin
lege in Clinton, South Carolina. We can all look
forward to hearing more about these trips on
Youth Sunday, August 16, when several youth
will share their stories.

Studio go! Game show
I e\abation bible Sc¢hodf o | -
JULY 18ULY 17

Many thanks to those who
attended VBS and those who
volunteered by hosting,
teaching, acting and singing,
providing dinner and setting
up/cleaning up. Special thanks
to Barb Barcousky and Sandy

The Youth Would like Your Help:

As the school year is fast approaching so are
our plans for youth group and Sunday School.

Chloe Mellon & : .
Talk Show Host Wade Stauffer for coordinating the

Winalot (RJ White) entire event!

continued next column
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Fellowship & Evangalism

£ At a lunch on April 22, 2009, Allegheny
/ General Hospital recognized their
hundreds of volunteers who have
provided over 40 thousand volunteer
hours this year alone. The Dignity
Robes project was highlighted and the
program is only a little over one year old. AGH
recognized Community Presbyterian Church of
Ben Avon as a significant part of the number of
hours and robes that have been contributed to
this project that provides women their own robe
to use during radiation treatments for breast
cancer. The theme for the annual report was
AVolunteers: t he

Our church will agree with the theme and our
congregation has given in so many ways i from
coupons, to gifts of fabric or money, and the
talents of the seamstresses. Dignity Robes
were part of Faith-in- Action on June 7" and
volunteers and/or contributors helped assemble
a DOZEN robes 1 with many more partially
sewn - to keep this special project moving
forward.

Thank you. Gail Buchanan

Ot her F&E E

The joy of cooking ~On Tuesday,
September 15th at 10:00 a.m. we
are hoping to have a kitchen full of
cooks to make lots of spaghetti sauce, hopefully
from some access bounty from our
congregations gardens. This day will be full of
fellowship and fun'!

The joyofeating~Ther e wil |l be

Dinnero held on Wednesd

6:00 p.m. to savor the sauce made with love the

previous week! To make a wonderful evening

even better, entertainment will be provided.

Soé we suggest you

because we know you
> F&E event!

mar k
WO n

= xE .u—\\}f
5:\\\\—’\\\”/./

2009
Back-pack
Drive

Outreach Committee to Sponsor
Annual Back-pack Drive for School
Children at the 2nd U.P. Church in

LILERN

Wilkinsburg

key to

The past three years we have provided baekks
filled with school supplies for children and youth.
They will be distributed by the 2nd U.P church in
Wilkinsburg. R
our¥successo.
Just as before, the Outreach Committee will be
setting up a bulletin board in the narthex with
removable baclkpack images on it. If you would like
to help with this project, help yourself to one or
more of the attached packs. The supplies requested
will be on the back. Then buy the packs, fill them
with the supplies and return them to the church by
Sunday, August 2.

The church in Wilkinsburg has been a mission
partner with CPCBA for several years, including the
recent Faith in Action project. Please help this
small congregation to

ed funds, but a lot of love. They are doing a
wonderful and creative job of providing for the
community and will certainly appreciate our help
with the backpacks. The children who receive them
will be able to hold their heads a bit higher as they
go off to their first day of school. This project will
make a difference for them.

do

- Return Filled Packs by Sunday, August 2, 2009

aThénk ypa gnbeeagiatn,i for contributing to a CPCBA

auireachpi@ject e mber 23rd at

"Be diligent to know the state of your flocks,
yanduattendctcaybue herdlsa'r s n o w,
6t want t 0 pRlehs§27bNI s
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W) Ross Dillon and Stewardship & Finance Chair,

: Wendy Herchenroether, Chair myself or CeChair, Renee Miskimmin. Following
adoption of this policy, work then began on
When | attended my first meeting of this committee aeviewing all policies on financial transactions. At
few years ago, one of the first things I learnedwas t he commi tteeds July meet
that the name of it was Pitisburgh Bréeshypely was inftednoamnmpartehid b u t
Stewardship & Finance. The apt explanatonwas experti se in this area.
that, without Stewardship, there can be no Finance teecommendations will be presented at the Jufy 21
carry out Christods mini SdssionmeetinR ePlares are alse undemwtaysfor the t h
life of our church have shown me how important annual stewardship campaign, which will be
perceptions of church finances can be toward conducted during October.
stewardship, so I 6d 1|ik t a,. t,his o ortunit
hi ghlight both our chur g%stg(,%wo “E'fs Ehaé’]‘?nb ﬁ”lfeﬁeﬁ’.égd Ey&k}ﬁa |
situation and some recent activities of your ]Eomml ee during the first half of this year: the
Stewardship & Finance Committee. irst audit of the Wooden Ladder P&ehool, anpl the
annual audit of the CPCBA books. Both audits

Thef i nanci al snapshot of foand financifl recomt@be acturateandc es as
of June 30, 2009:Total income received has been well-maintained, with slight procedural changes
$178,480 compared to the budget estimate of recommended for each. Going forward, the Wooden
$184,890. Total expenses for the same time period Ladder audit will occur each year in the fall to
have been $200,948 versus the budget estimateof di rect |l 'y f ol l ow their fis
$199, 828. At t hi s poi ntontinue totbe after the clote ®f the balemdar lye@rs
finances are on track with expectations, although We owe a debt of gratitud
giving has been slightly less than anticipated. The Committee, which consisted of Marilyn Simon,
value of the Endowment fund stood at $822,612,  Trudy File, and Jack Ferguson, for their diligence in

which is up substantially from its yeand 2008 performing these audits.

value. As may be evident, this <c
A quick review of Stewardship & Finance activity ~ and touches all aspects of the church. We feel a

since the calendar year beganin February, the calling to be good stewards of your financial gifts
committee received a yeand analysis of the for Christds ministry thr

Endowment fund from our investment adviser, who financial records ?‘”0‘ consideration of _p(_)llcy needs.
If you have questions or feel called to join us,

will return in August for another update. In March, please contact me. We are always looking for new
the churchés financial $w¥Wnsée€m, Church Wi ndows, w
discussed and found to be appropriate for our church.

In April, months of work on greater oversight of

church credit card use and check requests was

completed and approved by Session. This resulted

directly from comments from the church 2007 Audit ‘Newé‘ﬁtter

[ ]
Committee Report received in the summer of 2008. D‘EA‘:)L’ll le

The new policy requires completion of a detailed for September

monthly credit card expense report or check voucher, Revelations
which is reviewed and authorized by your Treasurer, IS
August 15

continued next column
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Best Wishes fo Our Graduate

Our apologies for missing

Adam Herchenroether

among our College
graduates, here is his graduation information:

Adam Uhl Herchenroether is the son of Dick
and Sue Herchenroether. As a youth in CPCBA
he was in the bell choir and participated in the
senior high youth group.

Adam graduated with a B.S. degree with honors
in Computer Science from Rochester Institute of
Technology. He joined Phi

Delta Theta fraternity at RIT

where he served as

treasurer and webmaster.

In July he finished his

degree requirement for

co-operative work with

Microsoft in Redmond,

Washington. Adam

supported his education with

an RIT Presidential Scholarship and a Lola G. &
William H. Duff Scholarship.

Yoga for the
Fall/Winter

If you want to keep
your body in shape
during the fall/winter, join us for

Yoga, beginning Sept. 17 - Nov. 19.
The cost is $80 for the 10 week
session or $10 as a walk -in. We

have had a great deal of fun in an
atmosphere that is welcoming and
non - competitive. The class is from
6:45 - 8PM so if you are a choir
member there is no excuse for not
attending. For more information or
to register, contact Brenda Mellon
at blmmellon@comcast.net

Wooden Ladder Preschool

The Wooden Ladder Preschool,

a program of the Community

Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon,

is now enrolling students for the 2009-2010
school year. The preschool accepts children
ages 18 months to 5 years.

The following classes are available:

18 - 24 months
14 - 36 months
3 -4 years
4 - 5 years

Wooden Ladder Tots
Wooden Ladder 1
Wooden Ladder 2
Wooden Ladder 3

For interested, please call Louise Sonnet,
Program Director, at (412) 761-9195 for more
information.

SAVE THE DATE!

Mark your calendars now for

the IRUWK %RUR-V &523 :DON
(5K) onSunday, October 4" 2

starting at 2:00 PM at Greenstone United
OHWKRGLVW &KXUFK ,W-V D
for fellowship, exercise, and to raise money for
world hunger. Keep your eye out for a sigrup
sheet and Registration/Fundraising envelopes
on the desk in the narthex. Come join us as we
continue to put our faith into action throughout
the year in our service to others.

AUDITIONS!

Community Theatre Players will be
holding auditions for their fall

production of "Play On!" on
Saturday, August 1 from 1 -4 PM.
All are welcome! For more

information, please call Jeff at

(412) 732 -9386 or jeff@benavon.org

ZRQ



