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Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA 15202

%”Om ge&gio,n Renee Miskimmin, Clerk of Session

By now every member should have received a letter from Session talking about what we heard in the listening session
and trying to address some of the issues raised. | apologize for the length of that letter, but as you can see, there was
lot to talk about. We still have a lot to talk about and even more to do.

The last time | wrote, | talked about the need for Healing and what we do when we realize we have a problem and nee
to become well. |talked about how we seek advice for the problem to find answers. | talked about the challenges of
making the right diagnosis and determining the right treatment plan.

What | didnét talk about was the role each of wus pla
diagnosis, and receive tagf-theline treatment, but in the end, it is us that must do the work (learn about our iliness,
follow the treatment plan, and give feedback to our advisors) to see if we arrive at a cure. It is no different when it
comes to healing our church.

Your Session has commissioned the UPLIFT team to learn about our illness. This involves taking a good history and
identifying the areas that need to be worked on. At this point UPLIFT has identifiede®s that need attention. The
teams will be working on issues pertaining to the structure and foundations of the Presbyterian church, organization of
CPCBA, education and training of leaders and members, financial soundness, volunteerism, education and support of
staff, and effective communication. While the names of the teams will change and we may learn this is not a complete
list, one thing is certairwe need people to work on those teams.

The best teams are the those that have a variety of backgrounds. The members of UPLIFT were intentionally chosen
with this in mind. | mentioned in the congregational letter that our great-
est strength as a church is our diversity. Now is the time to lead with our
strength. We need the diversity of ideas, ages, understanding, experi-
ence, and points of view working together to Heal CPCBA. Do I think

this will be easy? No, but | do believe God is with us and He has great
plans for us. However, He does need us to be His hands.

In my last article in Revelations, | asked for your prayers for strength
and guidance for your | eaders. T
the congregation to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit that you may
know what role Christ wants you to take in our Healing process. Could
you volunteer for a team? Coul d
church? Could you bring snacks for a fellowship hour? You might be
surprised by the answer you get. | know | sure was when | found myself
answering the call to become Clerk of Session.

fil heard the voice of t he L
go for Us?o0 Then | dsaiahd:8

Your Sister in Christ,

d S
r

or d,
Her e a

Phone: (412) 761 -1233/766-1800 Fax: (412) 766-1801 E-mail: cpcba@verizon.net Web site: www.cpcba.com
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Revelations

Thoughts
from the

Balcony By Linda Williams,

Christian Ed Director

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
IS ALIVE AND WELL AND NEEDING
YOUR HELP!

Fall is a great time to regain that energy we had
during the cooler weather and set aside when the
weather got warmer in favor of R&R\ot a bad
system, actually!God rested after the creation work
was done and Jesus went away from the crowds at
the end of day of healing andpreaching.We have
good models for taking time off. hope you and

your family and friends had a wonderful time
enjoying each other and God's great outdoors.

Fall is almost here and the program year is
beginning. Worship is back in the Sanctuaryhe
choirs are rehearsingsunday School is planned and
ready to go.Youth groups are getting excited about
the events in the fallLeadership is crucial for these
activities to take placeWe especially are focused on
recruiting for children and youth Sunday School
teaching teams, youth group leadansl folks to
support them With teaching teams in place, the fun
is spread around and no one is over burde@ad.

top of that, you have the pleasure of getting to know7 ! ) 4 n

our children and youth in a new way, growing and
sharing faith togethem.here is a bulletin board in the
Narthex just waiting for some of you to

volunteer. Check it out! See what God is calling
you to be and do this program year.

FROM THE
ellmsﬂlll EDUCATION e“lln

Rebecca Kurtz

Perhaps you do not feel particularly

called to be a teacher or lead children in

worship, but you have an interest in and

AT TAAOT &£ O 100 AEEI AOAT RO
education? Well, teaching Sunday School is
not the only way to serve children at

CPCBA. The Christian Education Committee
has TWO subcommittees dedicated to

Children and Youth programmatic areas.

These subcommittees, # EEIT AOAT RO
and Youth Advisory , serve as support and
advisors to our Christian Education and

Youth Directors. The Advisory subcommit-

tees meet regularly to collaborate with

our staff on program vision and events

in short, these members ensure that the
children at CPCBA are being cared for and
nurtured in the way that we promised at

their baptisms.

I AOEC

Both our Advisory subcommittees are

seeking members to join and we hope that

you will. Our current Christian Education

Chairs, who serve on Session, are Rebecca

+000U AT A #1 AEO #OAT OEI 1 At
Advisory Chair is Brenda Mellon and our
Youth Advisory Chair is vacant.

contact us if you have an interest in
serving on either of these groups!

, AORO 11060 & OCAO OEA
the Christian Education triangle: ADULT
EDUCATION! The Adult Subcommittee pre-

pares the education offerings for all

adults at CPCBA,; the program covers the

Pomeroy Nelson Lecture series, Sunday

Schoal, field trips, small group study,

and Vacation Bible School. We are very

Please

Sunday School for all ages begins on September 13blessed to have a core of dedicated

at 9:15 a.mThe Middle School Youth Group starts
on Friday, September 4 right after school until 5:30
p.m. and the Senior High Youth
Group ramps up on Sunday,
September 6, 12:00 p.m4:30

p.m. For more information contact
CE Director, Linda Williams o€E
Chair, Elder Rebecca Kurtz. e

individuals bringing us excellent adult
education opportunities at CPCBA. But it
is time to grow again! This subcommittee
has openings for volunteers: Please
contact Adult Subcommittee Chair, Jane
DeSimone, if you are interested in giving
your time and talents to this important
area in our church life.
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By Jane DeSimone
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Join us to hear about how the period 500 AD to
1400 AD was important in the formation of the

Catholicism, Protestantism and Western Culture.

I 6 2 dzi
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The Seventh Annual
Nelson/Pomeroy Theologiaim-Residence Series
September 13 October 4, 2009
Sunday Morningsd 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Hall, CPCBA

¢tKAa @SINNRa t2YSNRe [SO
Dr. John Wilson, who is a tenured professor at
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. He has been

F2f{t26Ay3 FADS Kdzy RNBR &S
1 3Sax¢ BKAOK AyOfdzZRS y2i
and the spread of Islam but also the remarkable

story of the Irish and British churches as centers of
missions and learningThen come the Middle Ages

pré& Sront theRriBrik& refornatidriof the 11

ceMdny uhtil tRe bég@nink &f 44 Renaissance in the
15", In this period fall the schism between the

eastern and western churches, the crusades, the rise
of the monastic orders, the great conflicts of church
YR &dFiSzZ IyR (G4KS R2YAYl!
theology. Finally, the chief characteristics and
significance of the Renaissance, whose main event

for the church was the emancipation of reason and

the birth of modern science, will be considered.

dhigrsdies {of3entiires focusedash dhé higtofy Of iheézNIS
church in western Europe in a period of great
importance for the formation not only of

teaching at PTS since 1984. He holds the P.C. Rossfratholicism but also Protestantism and of western

Chair of Church History. In his teaching he focuses
mainly on modern church history (since the

Reformation). Before coming to Pittsburgh he was
Privatdozent for church history at the University of
Basel and a pastor in the Swiss Reformed Church

(19721984). Wilson's research interests focus in the

area of 19th century religious thought, especially
hermeneutics (the study of the interpretation of
texts). His most recent publication is Introduction to
Modern Theology: Trajectories in the German

Christian culture generally.

This year marks the seventh year of the Pomeroy
Nelson Theologiain-Residence Series. These
lectures were first endowed by Elder Tom Nelson in
honor of his friend and mentor Judge Thomas
Pomeroy. This endowment was later augmented by
additional funds by the Nelson children in memory
of their father. Both men were members of the
Board of the Seminary and wished to continue our

Tradition(WJK, 2007). He is married and has three gK (.jZN‘D Kea t2y3 FyR YSIyAy3
. eminary.
adult children.
5N 2AfazyQa G2LAOCKS Na& [K 4 & B:SOWORSHIRSERYIER A &
Ay 3 ¢ K2 dzacimissihg beBaish Eelatively . .
little attention is paid to thent encompass the time v g so@r g 00 d mh mf v hsg|sgd
) service? Session has decided to put this
from the death of St. Augustine (430 A.D.) and the . . ) :
. service on hiatus, at least until a full-time
collapse of the western Roman Empire under .
. ) hmsdqgqhl o rsng hr ghgdc-
barbarian invasions from the north (round date: 500{ J. 2 small number of people and pastors-on-
A.D.) to the beginning of the Reformation in b kk sn nqgf mhyd vnqgrdho
1517. The previous five hundred years are usually |, qgj + “mc vd cnmgs v 515 S
much better known: the martyr period, Emperor nts-€&€ Vd gqd khyd sgd C gk
[ 2y adudl YU)\}/SQé NEO2IAYAUARWVIHT I/dKMJHQNAMBéA Lg@a LbFé$ qdb
church councils at Nicea and Chalceddine discuss reinstating this service when we bring a
full-time interim on board.
continued next column
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en“;n:;:#lﬁ E FAIR The Interim Pastor m/\
pdsy, Sontomy Search Committee 3 it 1
.|| su or Gl has some potential candidates who § ‘

have submitted th i

information forms) to the committee for review.
CPCBA has a very active and fulfilling Members of the committee have also been visiting
committee life with 15 groups various churches where these candidates are
dedicated to all facets of church stewardship: mission preaching, and listening to audio sermons. Soon
and outreach, education, property, finance, fellowship, the committee will be lining up interviews with the
membership and many more. Serving on a committee is candidates. Please keep them in prayer as they go
an important way for members to be connected to one  through the process of discerning who will be the
another and to the chur ch estperschsoileadour church family through this
transitional time. The committee members are

Christian Education Outreach ) . . .
Deacons Personnel Kate Col_\/llle, Jan Davis, Ross Dillon, Bob Nadin,
Fellowship & Evangelism Property and Chair, JaneEllen Robinet.
Flower Session
Finance & Stewardship UPLIFT
Kitchen Wooden Ladder
Interim Pastor Search Worship
Nominating COME JOINUS TO
The Session is urging all members to consider where HELP FIGHT H ) l )
|

God is calling you for work in our church! So come to the '
Committee Fair on Sunday, September 6 following the WORLD HUNGER!
service to learn more and sign up to help. Questions

about the Fair should be directed to Elder Rebecca KurtT he North Borods CROP |Wal
Is Sunday, October 4ttstarting at 2:00 PM at

Greenstone United Methodist Church. Even if

SYSTEMUUlUNTEEHsl youdre unable to walk, yo
smmn * |whois. Sigaup in the narthex and piakp your
registration and fundraising materials. Last year|we

raised $2,000! | know this year we will continug to
put our Faith in Action and top it!

Urgent Need For Sound System Volunteers

CPCBA needs volunteers to operate the church's sound
system. This is an important service to the Lord and the
church and no special skills are necessary. If you're inter-
ested in serving in this capacity, please contact either
Steve Mellon at 41:266-7658 or by email at  smel-
lon888@comcast.net or Jan Davis at-#B2-5331 or by
e-mail at jnomkdavis@comcast.net.

RADLIDS |, o
October Revelations

Is September 15

Chancel Choir begins Thursday,
September 3 at 8:00 PM. All are

B Wwelcome to join the choir. There

\ | are plenty of robes and seats for

all!
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Fall Junior and
Bell Choir Schedules

September! - when things start up again, and
that includes our choirs. Our choirs are
volunteer members of our church who enjoy
making music together and through their

music enhance our worship. The choirs always
welcome new members. Here is information
about two of them.

The JUNIOR CHOIR is boys A
and girls in grades 3-6. They gg@% @
sing in church about once a s ’L*é’\‘@i/fé\
month and also learn to play ( 7?13 -‘E-( ff";—
the handbells. In addition, they  \! \/»(;|‘l\'|~
participate in a Children's ‘ ! ‘

Choir Festival in the oa segw
spring. We meet to rehearse

on Sundays after church from

11:45-12:30 in the Choir Room. Rehearsals
begin on Sunday, September 13 after

church. Six members from last year have either
graduated or moved, so we're looking forward to
new members joining the others.

The BELL CHOIR is our
/ intergenerational choir. Those
in 6th grade up to age ??? are
welcome to join. CPCBA has 3
octaves of bells which require
11 ringers. It would be won-
derful if we could have that
number - we had it several times last year, but
not for the entire year. Music reading ability
isn't required, but it does help if you can count -
at least to 4! This group has fun rehearsing on
Thursdays at 7:00 pm for an hour. This year
rehearsals begin Thursday, September 10 . If
interested, WELCOME!, we'd love to have you!.

R

For more information about these choirs, please
contact Barbara McKelway, 412-366-4513.

Gently Worn Winter Coats Needed for
Low-Income Families

From September 14 through November 6, North Hills

Community Outreach is accepting donations of new and

gently worn winter coats to be distributed to lowome

families in need. NHCO does not have facilities or funds
to wash the coats, so only CLEAN coats can be accepted.

Donations may be dropped off weekdays at

1975 Ferguson Road in Allison Park. To make alternate

drop-off arrangements or for more information, contact
Jennifer Lynn at 41-287-6316, option 1, x3143.

Vehicle Donations Needed

Community Auto, located in Wexford, urgently needs
donated vehicles to be repaired and sold at well below
market value to lovincome workers in need. There are

50+ people in need waiting for a call. Donors get a great

tax benefit. Call 72443-8300 or visit
WWWw.communityauto.org

North Hills
Volunteer Trainings

Volunteer Orientation for new and prospective volun-

teers, September 10 at 6:30 PM, NHCO Allison Park,

1975 Ferguson Road. Contact Jen Drayton at48l72
-6316, option 2.

Volunteer Orientation for new and prospective
volunteers, September 17 at 10 AM, NHCO
Millvale, 416 Lincoln Ave. Contact Jen Drayton at
412-487-6316, option 2.

Faith in Action volunteer caregiver training for those

interested in helping older adults with transportation,

friendly visits, light errands: September 22, 10 AM,
Lighthouse Pointe, 500 Chapel Harbor Drive,
O6Har a.

Jackson Ave. Contact Cathy at 43@7-0069.
Free Rides for Seniorssolunteer training for shuttle bus

drivers and onboard dispatchers: September 21, 10
AM, and September 23, 6:30 PM, both at Lighthouse
Har bor

Point e, 500
Kerry at 412449-0151.

Chapel

WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30
IN THE SANCTUARY a{fs
BEGINNING -
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

Communi ty

Cont &49015K A&lgo,rSgp- a t
tember 23, 9:30 AM, NHCO North Boroughs, 100 S.

:


http://www.communityauto.org




