I Revelatiorns

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA 15202

June 4" is Pentecost Sunday
Come Celebrate the Spirit’s Anointing on our Confirmation Class -~

And Wear Your Colors! ‘ ",
It’s the last great feast day of the church year—Pentecost, the gift of the Holy Spirit, 7
the Birthday of the Church. .
On that day, the Church of Jesus Christ was set on fire to kindle belief, to warm the
human spirit, and to power disciples for 2,000 years of service. Look into a candle flame .
and see the colors: red, orange, yellow, white and blue. These symbolize the flame of
the Holy Spirit that hovered over the heads of the disciples on that first Pentecost day.
We invite you to wear those colors on this great Festival Sunday. <___-2>
We also have the opportunity to share in the witness and support of our church’s eighth graders as they
become adult members of the church at the service of Worship and Confirmation at 10:30 a.m. We celebrate
the spirit present in these young people and embrace them as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Come, celebrate at the 8:30 service of the Lord’s Supper, or experience confirmation, communion, and the
awarding of the France Scholarship at the 10:30 service after which confirmands will receive your blessing at
a Fellowship Hour.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR
iVACATION BIBLE FIESTA!
Every Evening July 24-28 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Get ready for a Sizzling time at FIESTA!
Where the Whole Family Can Get Fired up about Je-
sus.

This week of Fiesta Fun will begin each evening with a meal for
everyone. Then children and adults will head off to their exploration stations.
There will be grande games, mucho music, cactus crafts and daily drama for
everyone. So strap on your Sombrero and get ready to march with your mara-
cas to Fiesta!

Enrollment is open to everyone—adults, teens and kids! There are no age
limitations—just a good time for all who come. The week will conclude on
Friday evening with a big party on the church lawn for the community. Why
not bring your neighbors and friends to participate all week?

Registration forms will be available
in the church Narthex and by mail.
Deadline is July 9th.
Cost is $10 per person, $35 Maximum per family.

iDON’T SIESTA...FIESTA! 2006

Phone: (412) 761-1233/766-1800 Fax: (412) 766-1801 E-mail: cpcba@verizon.net Web site: www.cpcba.com
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We’re still dancing in the aisles and celebrating the
recent addition of eleven new members—and their nine
young children—into our church family. Four baptisms
are scheduled in the next few weeks, and summer
weddings are being planned.

Yet, the latest statistics of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) show that membership declined by 43,175 last year,
continuing a trend dating to the mid-1960s. In fact, we’re
nearly half the size we were as an American Protestant
denomination in 1983. The PC(USA) is now the ninth
largest Christian denomination in the United States.

There are as many speculations for this hemorrhage as
there are remaining Presbyterians. Some people say it’s
because we’ve been in conflict over basic doctrinal tenets
and practices. Others believe our worship is stuffy and our
music out-of-date. Sociologists tell us that it is simply the
shifting of cultural values and the decline of traditional
institutions which no longer appeal to the young—we’re
just dying off. If we were to compare the PC(USA) to a
city . . . we’d be Pittsburgh!

There were some positive signs in those
denominational statistics: adult baptisms increased as did
Sunday School attendance. One-third of PC(USA)
congregations reported membership increases, the racial-
ethnic portion of member-ship increased to 7.1 percent,
and contributions increased by $3.4 million.

We rejoice with all the signs of growth and life at
Community Church, but we need to admit that we’re
better at fellowship than we are at evangelism.
Evangelism is our commission to bring others to Jesus
Christ, and to lead them to his family, the church. But
we’re very, very timid, aren’t we?

When was the last time you invited someone to
church . . . and to join you for lunch after the service?
Who’s on your list to invite to the Wednesday Bible
Study or the Downtown Discussion Group? Have you
ever brought a young family to Sunday School? A singer
to choir practice? When was the last time you told
someone what God has done for you?

Friends, be bold! The door of the church is always
open and, often, so is the door of your home. But people
don’t walk into your home uninvited . . . Do they?

By Pastor Brent Dugan

Worship at Sherwood Oaks
Sunday, June 25th—2:00 p.m.

So many of our members and neighbors have moved
to Sherwood Oaks Retirement Community in Cranberry
that we affectionately call it “North Ben Avon.”

On Sunday, June 25", the pastor and the Chancel
Choir will be leading worship there, and we invite the
CPCBA congregation to join us and greet old friends
who are now residents there.

To get to Sherwood Oaks, take Rte. 19 North to
Rochester Rd. Turn right onto Norman Drive and park
in the visitor parking area outside the central building
where the service is held.

We’ll look forward to seeing our members and
friends: Alice Brown, Nell and Henry Herchenroether,
Bill McCullough, Jane Rosenberger, and Marianne and
Tony Wolfe.

CPCBA Book Group Plans Next Year’s
Selections—New Members Sought

Have you ever turned the last page of a good
read and wished that you could share your thoughts
with someone else who has turned the same pages?

If you like the concept of shared reading
experiences, then the CPCBA Book Group might be
the place for you. The group meets the first Tuesday
of every month from September through May at 7:30
p.m. in the upstairs conference room at the church.

There is a picnic on the first Tuesday in June at
6:00 p.m. Books for the following year are chosen at
that time. This year the picnic is at the home of Carol
and Howard Fisher at 3 Penhurst Road. Anyone who
would like to attend the picnic to learn more about
the group and to help select books for next year
should call the Fishers at 412-
766-3965. In addition to the
regular discussion time the group
also attends a local play in the
fall followed by dinner at a
member's home.

France Scholarship to Be Awarded
Sunday, June 4th—10:30 Service

On Pentecost Sunday, June 4™ —the Sunday before
Avonworth commencement—the William and Virginia
Denny France Scholarship will be awarded during the
10:30 a.m. service. There will be a drum roll as one of
our students will be awarded this generous $5,000
scholarship made available by Chris Allison and Jane
France in memory of Jane’s parents . . . faithful
members of CPCBA.
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Financial Summary Through April 30, 2006

Actual Budget Difference
Income $ 132,968 $142,000 $ (9,032)
Expense 146,756 146,931 (175)
Difference  $_(13,788) $_(4,931)

As reported above, our operating deficit for the year
so far is $13,788. Income is $9,032 under budget while
expenses are essentially even. While not critical yet, our
actual deficit is about $8,800 greater than projected.

The Session and Finance Committee encourage
everyone to keep up their pledges and contributions as we
finish Spring and turn toward Summer.

Playdate in the Park—
Friday June 30th from 10:00-1:00

Let’s get together to play and have lunch. We’ll
bring the bubbles and sidewalk chalk and you bring
lunch for you and your family.

Kids of all ages are welcome.
Bring your neighbors and friends
along to the Emsworth Park for
play and lunch in the picnic
shelter. No RSVP—just come!

Father’s Day Tie Swap
Sunday, June 18th

American society has become quite casual, but there
are still professions and occasions that demand a tie be
worn by men. And—admit it—some guys still enjoy
wearing a brightly-colored and interestingly-patterned tie.
It’s part of our male plumage!

But, there are all those ties on the rack or bowties in
the drawer you haven’t worn for years—some slim, some
wide, some fanciful, some perfectly up-to-date . . . they
just don’t work for you anymore.

On Father’s Day, June 18" we invite all men of the
church to bring those unwanted-but-still-wonderful ties to
church for the First Annual Father’s Day Tie Swap.
This is how it will work:

e Bring your ties to the church any day before
Father’s Day . . . or anytime that morning.

¢ Lay them out on the tables in Fellowship Hall . . .
just like they used to lay them out on the counters at
Joseph Horne Company.

e At the Fellowship Hour, ties will be sold for $1.00
each, the proceeds going to summer youth trips.

o Leftovers will go to the Red, White, and Blue Store,
the sales of which benefit veterans.

oheo,

* *.

%01n¢”

by Deacon Austin DeSimone

Celebrating Our Parents

It’s late spring in Pittsburgh, a glorious season when
even our notorious grey skies give way to brilliant blue
and warm breezes wash away the last memories of
winter’s nagging chill. New life is emerging all around
us. The steely gaze of a mother robin guarding her nest,
tucked under the eves of our front porch, reminds me of
this each morning. Her unwavering watchfulness from
that perch is a testament to her devotion to her brood.

It is that parental devotion that we honor and
celebrate on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day each year at
this time. In keeping with a CPCBA tradition, the
deacon’s gave each mom a small gift of sweet decadence
at our May 14" services, and we will celebrate dads on
Father’s Day, June 18", with an “Americana-style”
fellowship hour — complete with hotdogs on the grill and
ice cream.

Join the deacons in expressing your appreciation for
the fathers of our congregation, and, of course, for the
good food and great fellowship. Even more importantly,
let the occasion remind you of our Father’s unending love
for us; His perfect example of the responsibilities and
joys of parenthood.

Coming Soon! — Mark your calendars to attend the
Annual Church Picnic, Sunday, August 27", at ACORD
Park. Look for details here as the date approaches.
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CPCBA Considers Implementing the
Acts 16:5 Initiative

Members of the staff, several elders, and the
Planning Committee have been considering the Acts
16:5 Initiative introduced to them at a two-day
Presbytery seminar last February. This plan for
congregational renewal, vision-setting, growth and
outreach has been developed by the nationally-known
church consultant, Dr. Stan Ott, pastor of Pleasant Hills
Church in the South Hills.

The results of the congregational survey taken by
worshipers on May 21* will factor into the process. The
local group that has been reviewing this plan hopes to
make a presentation to the Executive Committee at their
regular meeting on June 12.

The title of the program comes from scripture:

“So the churches were strengthened in the faith

and increased in members daily.” (Acts 16:5)
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Eleven New Members Were Received on April 30, 2006
Look for them in Church and welcome them to our family of faith!

GAYLE BRYAN: Gayle and Donald “Pack” Bryan were
married in December of 2004. Gayle retired from
United Airlines Reservations Department in 1990.
She had started originally as a stewardess for TWA.
She grew up and worked in Chicago. Gayle and Pack
had known each other almost 40 years ago. Family
and career took her to Los Angeles where Pack
caught back up with her 2 years ago and convinced
her that Ben Avon and CPCBA would be a lovely
place to live and worship. Gayle’s hobbies are
reading and travel.

ERIN AND JIM JACKSON: Erin and Jim met through
business and now Erin does sales for Estate Millwork
which is part of Jim’s business. Erin grew up in New
Castle. Jim grew up in this community, his parents
are Janet and Tom Jackson, and he is Julie Kolenda’s
brother. Erin and Jim have bought a home on
Woodland Ave in Ben Avon and will share time
between there and their farm in Somerset. They are
expecting their first child in September. Erin’s
hobbies include travel and the farm.

PAM AND RAY NORTH: Pam and Ray have become
involved in CPCBA through Wooden Ladder
Preschool and friends. Pam grew up in McKean, PA
near Erie and is an IUP graduate. Pam and Ray met
the first day of college. She is an Information Systems
Analyst for Corporate Giant Eagle two days a week.
Her hobbies are running, reading, and sports. Ray
develops new golf products as a Product Manager at
Dicks Sporting Goods. He grew up in the community
and graduated from Avonworth and IUP. Ray enjoys
golf, working around the house (they live in the home
Ray grew up in), and gardening. They have 3
children: Owen 5, Riley 4, and Mya who is 8 months.

SANDI AND DAVE NUSSKERN: Sandi and Dave both grew
up in Avalon and Sandi teaches 7" grade science at
Northgate. She is a graduate of Point Park University.
Her enjoyment comes from spending time with
friends and family, and when she has time off —
reading. Dave is a Financial Analyst for Equitable
Resources. He is a graduate of Slippery Rock State
University. Like Sandi, he enjoys time with family
and friends, and he plays deck hockey. Their children
are Maya who is 6 months and Nate 9, who has led

them to their newest past time - watching sports -
baseball, football and deck hockey! They said they
just stumbled in to CPCBA, but Sandi is related to
Kathy Houser. Even though they ‘stumbled in’, they
have stayed because ‘children are celebrated in this
church’.

SANDY AND ED STAUFFER: Sandy and Ed are both

retired. Ed is from Tioga County, NY, near Watkins
Glen, where he worked as a compression engineer for
Columbia Gas until he transferred to Western PA
after he met Sandy. He enjoys camping, golf,
walking, and mowing the lawn(s). Sandy grew up in
the North Boros and worked for Columbia Gas as a
Safety Representative and then in Human Resources.
Sandy was introduced to CPCBA through her
daughter, Kristin Schleis’ involvement with
Community Theatre Players. Sandy and Ed recently
moved here from Washington, PA where they were
both active in Pigeon Creek Presbyterian Church.
Sandy’s hobbies are quilting, reading and yard work.
Ed and Sandy share four adult children and

the gift of six grandchildren.

DAWN AND ADAM WOODFILL: Dawn and Adam came to

a Christmas Eve service a few years ago and liked it.
They have 3 children, Ethan 6 who attended Wooden
Ladder, Luke 2, and Tyler 6 months. Dawn is from
Danville, PA and does Resource Development and
PR for ‘Blind and Vision Rehabilitation Service of
Pittsburgh’. Her hobbies are gardening, camping, and
reading. She met Adam when they were both working
at Barnes and Noble while attending the University of
Pittsburgh. Adam does merchandising for ‘Detail at
Retail” which has a contract with
Home Depot. He grew up in
Plum and his hobbies are
drums, music and home
restoration projects.

Welcome! 4%\,
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Our Family News

5o New Members cr

GAYLE BRYAN
7134 Belle Riviere Court
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
412-761-8131

JiM AND ERIN JACKSON
7074 Woodland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
412-559-8714

RAY AND PAM NORTH
3 Newgate Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
412-732-8190

DAVID AND SANDI NUSSKERN
138 Gary Drive
Sewickley, PA 15143
412-364-1982

ED AND SANDY STAUFFER
24 Penhurst Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
412-761-0704

ADAM AND DAWN WOODFILL
325 Forest Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
412-732-5942

Book Review of What Jesus Meant
A Recent Donation to the Library from
Prudence Emery
- by Elder Woody Cunningham

Jesus was not made flesh in order to invent
Christianity—or to found a church—or to promote any
politics. He was subversive...a radical.

Such are the claims of Pulitzer
Prize winning author Gary Wills in
What Jesus Meant. | opened this slim
OO volume with some dread. Wills and |
sit in very different pews in our
eVIeW political and faith lives, so | read his
works gingerly—Ilest he convert me.
His prose is clear, his scholarship daunting. Where would
he lead me in this adventure? And would | enjoy the
journey—or its destination?

Wills led me down some old familiar paths to some
remarkable conclusions. Wills, the college professor, sys
that we don’t need learned “rabbis” to teach us—Jesus
weas our rabbi. Wills, the Roman Catholic, attacks his
church’s notion of apostolic succession: “Why do
Anglicans, met together in Jesus’ name, need a bishop
from Rom when they have Jesus in their midst?” (p. 82)
Wills, the male, points out the importance of women in
Christ’s ministry and their roles in early gatherings of
Christ’s people: prophets, managers, partners in mission.
“The original gatherings of Jesus, still reflecting his
teaching, made up the most egalitarian earthly society
then in existence.” (p. 51)

Gary Wills’ Jesus challenges us to confront our
attitudes—and our behaviors—in many ways. | found the
confrontation inspiring, disturbing and thrilling.

What Jesus Meant by Gary Wills is the latest addition
to CPCBA’s Pomeroy Library. It is a gift from Prudence
Emery in honor of her mother, Helen.

Calling All Graduates!
Special Recognition on June 4th
At the 10:30 Worship Service

We would like to recognize
all of the seniors graduating
from high school or college at
the worship service on Sunday,
June 4th.

If you are graduating, or
know of someone who is
graduating, please call Todd Tracy at 412-761-1233 so
that their name can be included in the list of graduates to
be celebrated on that day.

Community Theater Players to Hold
Annual Meeting & Dinner
Friday, June 23 at 6:30 p.m.

The Community Theatre Players invite you to join
them for their annual meeting and pot-luck dinner on
Friday June 23 at 6:30 .m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Community Theatre will provide the meat rolls and
drinks. Attendees with last names ending in
A-H are asked to bring vegetables,
I-O dessert, and P-Z salad.

Please call Gail and John
Buchanan at 412-734-2050 by
June 16 to RSVP.
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Library Receives Three Additional Gifts From the Amazon.com Wish List

The library has recently received three
more books donated from the Amazon.com
wishlist. These three titles come courtesy of
Janet Frisch and highlight Presbyterian
doctrine and values.

Reading the Bible and the Confessions:
The Presbyterian Way by Jack Rogers,
Professor of Theology at San Francisco Theological
Seminary.
Prof. Rogers analyzes and reviews the various
authoritative interpretations of the confessions along
with related biblical references. From the back cover:
“For Presbyterians, Holy Scripture and the Book of
Confessions are the primary sources of authority and
guidance. However, authorities are helpful only if
they are interpreted correctly. While much has been
written about biblical interpretation, this is the first
book to apply the principles of biblical interpretation
to understanding the Book of Confessions.”

This We Believe: Eight Truths Presbyterians Affirm,

by Stephen W. Plunkett, Pastor of St. Andrew

Presbyterian Church in Denton, Texas.
Pastor Plunkett provides an introduction to the
Christian faith in general and then segues into eight
significant truths for Presbyterians. Examples include:
“God Is in Charge”, “Jesus Christ Reveals God’s
Love” and “We are the Church Together”. This We
Believe provides a succinct and perhaps provocative
summary of core Presbyterian beliefs.

Lastly, Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian Answers:
Exploring Christian Faith, by Donald K. McKim
catalogs a general set of Presbyterian beliefs and mores.

Thank you, Janet, for your generous donation to the
library!

If you are interested in learning more about how to
access the church wish list, contact member Dan
Herchenroether, who is currently serving as church
librarian at 412-761-9965 or danherch@verizon.net.

Junior Choir and Bell Choir
Conclude Seasons
The Junior Choir had a busy year, as always. One of
the high-lights of the year was participation in the
Choristers Guild's annual Children's Choir Festival in
March. Another is playing the bells.
Those singing in the Junior Choir this year
were Katie Abramowich, Tad
Abramowich, Peter Barcousky, Jessie
Brown, Ben Clegg, Brittany Clegg, Kyle
Crilley, Victor De Simone, Emily
Fabyanic, John Gould, Kristine Houser,
Nadia Kunkel, Sarah Miller, Adam
VanGorder and Keane Yarris.

We thank these young people for their dedication, talent,

and contributions to our worship services the past year.

The Bell Choir was equally busy. Not all Bell Choir
members were able to play the entire season, but all rang
at some time during the year.

Those playing for the year were Barb Barcousky,
Laura Cranville, Leslie Miller and Adam
VanGorder.

Ben Herchenroether, Victor Powell, i N
Dave VanGorder, Mary VanGorder, and
Bertie Werley rang for different times of the
year. Vanessa Candreva also substituted.

We thank the ringers for their talent,
dedication and contributions to our worship.

Ladies! Mark Your Calendars Now For a
Summer Retreat on July 17
All women are invited to attend a day-retreat at the
home of Sue Edwards, 2 The Knob, on Monday, July 17
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Linda Williams of the Pittsburgh
AT: Presbytery is scheduled to lead this

L

gathering.

Look for more information in
upcoming bulletins and in the next
|ssue of Revelations.

Y

Washington Wild Things Baseball Outing!
Saturday, June 17

Summer is just around the corner,
and so is CPCBA's annual baseball
trek to Washington, PA to catch a
minor league baseball game. \

Mark your calendar for Saturday
June 17th. Plan to bring the family or a neighbor to this
causal evening of fun for the whole family.

If you have not experienced baseball at The
Washington Wild Things Stadium, then you need to see
what you are missing!

Reservations are first come first served! Reserving
your spot is as easy as signing up at Claire's Desk or by
calling Jeffrey Houser @ 412-761-1379.
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When Babe Ruth was informed by a reporter that
he made more money than President Calvin Coolidge,
he replied, “I had a better year than he did.”

While it would be very easy for me to take a
cheap shot at the President and about as easy to take
another one at our moribund
Pirates, | am taking the high road
(for once) by announcing that the
CPCBA choir, along with
approximately 235 Pittsburgh
Presbyterians, will sing the
national anthem at the Pirates
game on Tuesday night, June 27.
If you would like to join us for that event, see
Barbara McKelway or me and we will make
necessary arrangements.

We’re celebrating Pentecost with members of
the Pittsburgh Brass Quintet on June 4™. The quintet
will perform the stirring “Praise the Lord” by Sigfrid
Karg-Elert for brass quintet and organ, featuring our
organist, Barbara McKelway. The quintet will

JYTITI9T9T9939399399949
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June Presents a Variety of Musical Opportunities:
Baseball Games, Children & Youth Involvement and a Brass Quintet!

- by David Anderson

accompany the Chancel Choir in “The Church’s
One Foundation,” in celebration of the birthday of
the church. This will be a most memorable morning
in the musical life of our church.

June 11" will feature our Youth Choir. The
kids always sing beautifully, but they have also
been working on their bell-ringing skills these past
few months, and you will delight in their
considerable abilities.

We are extremely fortunate to have so many
teens interested in singing with the Chancel Choir.
On June 18" we are featuring one of those teens,
Hannah Cranville. Hannah will be our soloist in the
southern gospel anthem, “Hear Me Redeemer”, by
John Morricone. | promise that this is one of those
anthems you will leave the sanctuary singing.

The parishioners at CPCBA love music. | know
this because of the kind comments | receive each
week at the conclusion of the service. Please know
that your words of encouragement mean a lot to me
and are most appreciated.

JYT9TI93999993993993939349

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon Directory

PASEON ..o Brent Dugan
Christian Education Director Melanie Hughes-Holcomb

Committee Chairs:

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries........... Todd Tracy Christian EdUCAHON. ..........c.cvvvrssvvren Ken DiNino

Music Director David Anderson Fellowship & Evangelism.........c.ccoc...e. Nancy Hamilton

(o)L S Barbara McKelway Nominating Committee............ccoucrvvene Judy Fockler

Administrative ASSISTANt............coovvvveeeeereerrevreen Mary Susan Anderson OUTEACH oo Judy Hay

HOSLESS w..vvovvoeeevveeveeeeessesssseeeessesssssessssessssnnnesies Claire Wilwohl Planning Brian Jensen

Maintenance Manager ...........o.....oooeeeervvesresseeernens Don Evanochko Propery............. Andy Kolenda

Clerk Of SESSION ....veevvvveereevveeeesneessseesessesssssssnns Peter Herchenroether Stewardship & Finance.................e... Ross Dillon

TIASUIET ..vovveeoeveeeeeseeeeessseseesssess s ssssenenes Barbara Barcousky WOTSHID oo June Weletz

Deacons,Chat . Susan Dmukes Deacon Contacts

Junior Church, Coordinator .............cc...eeevvssnnnnns Jan Davis (for meal asjgé?,n\](::ékt;iﬂsgf ff;g%’ ﬁggggupport, ete)

Wooden Ladder Preschool ...........covveineiieennn. Brenda Mellon

Financial SECTELANES: . ... .vvvvvrsessrvvererrrrrnesssssss John Ferguson Deacons Visitation Ministry
....................................................................... Steve Fockler Frank Somerville at 412-931-6584
....................................................................... Royce Rice ] ]
....................................................................... Dick Schneider (Please help the Deacons share the concern of our community by letting us

Palish NUISE oo Nan Duff know whether you, or a friend or family member, would welcome a visit.

WED MASEETS ... veeseeereeeseseeesesesesesessesseeseens Susan and Marty Houser Requests can be made to any Deacon.)

Church Office Hours are Monday-Friday—9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

T Phone: (412) 761-1233 766-1800 1 Fax: (412) 766-1801 1 E-mail: cpcha@verizon.net T Web site: www.cpcba.com
Chapel is open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm for prayer and meditation.
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Mission Statement:

Revelations

Community Presbyterian Church
of Ben Avon aspires to a greater
service of God through a ministry
mindful of the needs of our
congregants, neighbors and,
through the Presbyterian Church
(USA), the world community.

We actively bind together this
community of Jesus Christ
through warm fellowship, inspir-
ing worship, nurture, learning
and a long, rich tradition.

We are led by the Holy Spirit
to use our abundant blessings
and diverse talents progressively
for evangelism, discipleship,
stewardship and mission.

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon
7501 Church Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15202

“The grace of our Lord jesus Christ be with you all.
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Anen.” Revelation 22:21
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Focus on Missions:
Avonworth and Bellevue Meals on Wheels

“They say that what goes around, comes around.” The
Bible wants us to be aware that serving others is following the
directives and the examples of Jesus. The health community
claims that research shows that a longer and healthier life may
occur due to “good works”. Thinking about others, showing
compassion, giving of your time, energy and money, all take us
out of ourselves and allow God to work through us in a
transforming way that is close to a miracle.

Right next door in our community men and women are
doing just that. The Avonworth and Bellevue Meals on Wheels
are two great helping organizations. Each week hours are being
spent in the kitchens of the Emsworth St. James Lutheran
Church and the North Minister Church in Bellevue.

Five days a week the excellent cooks in both kitchens
prepare delicious hot meals for lunch and a sandwich with
snacks for dinner. They are delivered to between 95 and 100
people who have raised families, given to their churches and
communities are now able to rely on the “what comes around”
part of life. The help they receive is more than substance for the
body; it is personal contact, conversation, and the knowledge
that they are not forgotten in a busy world.

by Jody Jackson,
Outreach Committee member

The Meals on Wheels conduct fundraisers and receive monies
from other sources. Our church has helped support them for
years through our mission giving by the Outreach committee,
and many of our members are already deeply involved with both
the Bellevue and Avonworth Meals on Wheels.

Dee Young has been a leader for years and is synonymous
with the true meaning of the word devotion to her “friends” in
the community. Our own dear Marj Simonds is one of her
volunteers and Dee, from the Bellevue Meals on Wheels can be
reached at 412-761-12009.

Jane France serves on the board of the Avonworth Meals on
Wheels and Marge and Herb McLuckie, Mary Witul and John
Koch are all tremendously helpful in all areas of this organization.
Peggy, their leader, can be reached at 412-766-7763 any week
morning from 7:30 A.M. until 11:30A.M.

If you feel your heart is leading you to make a commitment
to assist these wonderful people in God’s mission field, as they
say, go to the phone right now. You will not be sorry and God
will smile on you.




