
Middleburg Humane Foundation 
  

MHF Volunteer Newsletter  

As most of you know, thereôs a volunteer bulletin board to the left of the door that leads into the 

cat cabin.  This is where you can find updates on the animals, an ID sheet telling you which dog is 

which, whoôs been adopted recently, and the sign-in sheet.  Itôs very important that everyone sign 

in and out (so we know who was here and what was done), as well as let Lisa or another office 

employee know that youôre here.  There might be a day when a virus breaks out and weôre under 

quarantine, or an emergency with an animal that you need to know about before beginning your 

volunteer duties! 

And thereôs also a new sheet where you can sign up for weekend duties (AM cleaning, PM bring-

ing in dogs) in advance.  If youôre signing up for cleaning for the first time, be sure to call or email 

Lisa and let her know itôs your first time so she can arrange for an Animal Care staff member to 

train you for the first half-hour.  Bringing in the dogs for the evening requires someone whoôs com-

fortable with large dogs, and has experience putting slip leashes on them and getting them in and 

out of their pens. 

Sign -In and Sign -Up Sheets  

April 2008  

May 10 and 11 (Motherôs Day Weekend) is the Wingfield Farm Garden Tour to benefit MHF.  Itôs 

in a gorgeous setting and promises to be a lot of fun!  Some of you have already signed up 

(thank you!) but we need more help for both days.  (And the rain date is the next weekend, so 

backup commitment would be greatly appreciated as well.)  Hereôs what we need: 

(Rain date is the following week -end- we will put a message on our machine by 5p Friday 
if possible rainé) 
  
Wingfield Farm is on Foxcroft Road, 3 miles from the town of Middleburg, just past Foxcroft 
School. Saturday and Sunday, all volunteers must show up between 8:30 and 9:00 AM; the 
gates will open at 10AM both days. On Saturday, the tour closes at 5:00, so weôll need volunteer-
ing until 5:30. On Sunday, the tour closes at 4:00, so volunteers until 4:30.  
  
We need volunteers to man the different areas of the gardens (with a dog of course!) , man the 
book sale, bake sale, drink stand, parking, info/T-shirts and ticket takers at 2+ hour shifts. 
So- for both days: 
 
Shift #1 -   9:30AM -11:00AM  
Shift #2  - 11:00AM -  1:00PM 
Shift #3  -   1:00PM -  3:00PM 
Shift #4  -   3:00PM -  close  
  
We need baked goods for each day: individually wrapped items that would do well at $1.00-
$2.50 each. (We have lots of cookies, so other stuff would be good!) Please let us know what 
you can bake, and for what day é. All items can be brought to the garden if you are volunteering 
OR dropped at the shelter on FRIDAY. 
  
We also need 1-2 people that weekend to set up a booth IN TOWN - with a mini-adoption day 
too - to sell more tickets! That would be from about 11AM-3PM both days. We would do this in 
the grassy area next to Scruffyôs. We would send a puppy or two to draw people in and have a 
small set upé[UPDATE:  we have 3 shifts covered, but we still need someone for 11-1 on Sun-
day.] 
  
We are asking the Red Fox Inn for ice, so we may need someone to pick up ice both mornings. 
We will use coolers and scoop ice as needed. 
  
So PLEASE look at your schedule and let us know what TIMES on which DAYS you can join us 
and we will assign areas to cover! Also, if you can bake, let us know what and where you will 
drop off/bring. After hearing from each of you, we will write back to confirm your times, etc. and 
then we will see you there! 

  
Exact directions are on our website under Upcoming Fundraisers . 

  
When you arrive, you will check in with Lisa and she will give you your volunteer assignment! If 
you need a t-shirt, you can buy at cost before the event OR you can borrow a collared MHF shirt 
that we use for fundraisers. There will not be a changing area there so try to come dressed! 
  
Remember, NO personal animals and all children MUST stay with adults at ALL times!  
  
We are really looking forward to this -- it is a spectacular place and we are very honored that Ms. 
Gardner has opened her home to help us! Please tell  your friends and family about this event -- 
it will be a wonderful way to spend Motherôs Day, for a good cause, and this is an exclusive/one-
time opportunity! Tickets are being sold at many local businesses in Middleburg as well as on 
our website! 
 

If you can help, contact Lisa at mhf12@verizon.net  . 

Volunteers Needed for Motherôs Day Weekend Fundraiser 

For more news and updates, visit the Water Cooler ! 

Check out the Volunteers  section at our website for more about MHFôs volunteer op-
portunities, current needs and upcoming events . 

Iõm Tommy. I spend most of my time on the 

counter near the volunteer board making sure  eve-

ryone signs in and pets me. Make sure you say hi!  

Canine Behavior & Obedience Classes  
Puppy Class:  7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays starting July 14 
Adult Dog Class:  7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesdays starting July 16 
Puppies: 4 months ð 1 year, Adults: 1 year & up    
Instructor: Genevieve Warner, Certified Animal Behaviorist 
 

Please email Lisa if you are willing to commit to the 6 weeks of class and would 
like to take one of our resident shelter dogs through the obedience course! 

Save the Date! 

 

Saturday, June 14th, 2008 
Bollingbrook Estate 
Upperville, Virginia 

Please contact MHF if youõd like an invitation or  
could donate goods or services for the silent auction! 

2008 Wingfield Farm Garden Tour 

to benefit MHF 

Acres of glorious private gardens 

Animals available for adoption 
Book sale, refreshments and much more! 

Tickets are $25 in advance ($30 at the gate) and are available at 

www.middleburghumane.com and several local  businesses 

Saturday  

May 10th 
 

10 a.m. to 

     5 p.m. 

Sunday  

May 11th 
 

10 a.m. to 

      4 p.m. 

Weõre go-

ing to need 

a lot of vol-

unteers for 

events this 

spring . . . 

if youõd like 

to sign up , 

email or 

call Lisa! 

Lots of Settle pups! 

We won the appeal on April 4 and were thrilled!  

Charles Settle was ordered to give MHF full custody 

of all of the large breed dogs we seized from him 

December 31, as well as pay us  $45,000 in medical/

boarding/care fees, and is not allowed to own any 

more domestic animals. 

We thought we were free and clear, but on April 8 we 

learned that he has the right to a second appeal; he 

has until May 9 to file it.  However, if he files the ap-

peal, we are going to request a bond appeal, which 

means that heôd have to pay us the $45,000 before 

the appeal could be heard.  Weôre still confident that 

this will all be a success, but weôre frustrated that 

after 5 months we still canôt get these dogs spayed 

and neutered.  Check with us after May 9 to see 

what happens with this case! 

In the meantime, we still have a couple puppies from 

this case that need socialization ð 5 of them were 

raised at the county shelter and are behind the 8 ball 

socially.  Come on out and do some puppy TLC! 

News About the Charles Settle Neglect Case  

LAW & ANIMALS On April 15, Hilleary seized 20 Ragdoll/

Ragdoll mix cats that were being housed in 

a car.  Their owner has been moving and/

or homeless for the past two years and did 

not understand that this was not a safe or 

healthy situation for her cats.  Many are in 

very poor body condition.  They went to 

court on Thursday, April 24 and she was 

ordered to surrender all but 2 of the cats to 

MHF. 

If youôd like to spend some time with these 

guys and work with them on their social 

skills and friendliness, email Lisa at 

mhf12@verizon.net .  Theyôre beautiful 

cats (or will be once they continue with a 

decent diet) and it would be great for them 

to get some love from our wonderful volun-

teers! 

20 Cats Seized  

 

Recent Adoptions/Fosters  

Seymour 

Little Man 

All of the puppy mill dogs! 

Laverne & Shirley 

Katrina 

Wally 

2 Bunnies 

Lots of kittens! 

Cosmo aka Lou 

We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean, but the ocean 

would be less because of that missing drop.  We can do no great things, only small 

things with great love.           ~Mother Teresa   

Seasoned volunteer Martha Munn is 
at the shelter every week walking 
dogs, tending to livestock, running 
errands and even takes shelter 
�G�R�J�V���R�Q���³�I�L�H�O�G���W�U�L�S�V�´�� 

Martha was assigned to work 
with Nelson for the spring 
�R�E�H�G�L�H�Q�F�H�� �F�O�D�V�V�H�V���� �6�K�H�¶�V�� �D�W��
class with him every 
Wednesday night and comes 
out for an hour every day to 
work with him! Thanks to 
Martha, Nelson is making 
huge strides to becoming a 
well - rounded canine citizen!  

Safety at the Shelter  
 
Considering the number of volunteers and visitors we have every 
�Z�H�H�N�� �K�H�U�H�� �D�W�� �0�L�G�G�O�H�E�X�U�J�� �+�X�P�D�Q�H���� �,�¶�P�� �S�U�R�X�G�� �W�R�� �V�D�\�� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �Y�H�U�\��

�I�H�Z���³�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V�´�������:�H�¶�U�H���E�O�H�V�V�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���J�U�H�D�W���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���U�H�D�G��
and understood the safety rules and regulations everyone is given when 
they attend their orientation.  
 
These rules are in place for only one reason:  to keep you and the ani-
mals safe!  
 
Recently, however, there have been a couple incidents wherein children 
�Z�H�U�H�Q�¶�W�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�O�\�� �V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�H�G���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �O�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�R�X�O�G��
have resulted in harm to the children or the animals.   
 
Kids have to be taught by their parents how to be gentle with animals, 
to not scream at or around animals, and to not stick their fingers 
through cages.  
 
�,���J�R���R�Y�H�U���W�K�L�V���D�W���O�H�Q�J�W�K���G�X�U�L�Q�J���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���L�W�¶�V���X�S���W�R���W�K�H���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V��
to pay attention and enforce this with their kids.  This can be an ex-
citing place for children but everyone needs to remember we specialize 
in rescue and rehabilitation:  most animals here are fearful and come 
from horrible situations.  Extra care needs to be taken with animals 
like this.  Your children should be with you at all times, and never 
let out of your sight.  
 
�:�H���G�R���R�X�U���E�H�V�W���W�R���N�H�H�S���D�Q���H�\�H���R�Q���I�R�O�N�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���K�H�U�H���� �E�X�W���Z�H���F�D�Q�¶�W���E�H��
�H�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H���D�W���R�Q�F�H�������(�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H�¶�U�H���Y�H�U�\���E�X�V�\�����Z�H��
have to trust that our volunteers are following the safety rules and 
�V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�������7�K�D�W�¶�V���Z�K�\���Z�H���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�U�D�L�Q�V���D�W��
least twice with a seasoned volunteer or staff member before being al-
lowed to work on their own.   
 
�,�I�� �\�R�X�¶�G�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�R�� �E�U�X�V�K�� �X�S�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�X�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �\�R�X�� �F�D�Q��
download them here .  
 
Thanks, everyone!  
 
~ Lisa Andrews  
   Volunteer Coordinator  

ñWho Should I Walk Today?ò 
 
We have lots of big dogs right now that need exercise and love!  Flip , Joe , Luke  and Nelson  are 
all 9-month-old Rottweiler/Presa crosses (brothers and sisters) ð theyôre going through obedi-
ence classes but really need some more one-on-one interaction.  Joe and Luke are kind of 
bubbleheads but they mean well.  Flip is very shy.  Nelson is being worked with by Martha, so 
work with the others first.  Princess is a Rottweiler and Cookie is a Presa Canario ð both gave 
birth to litters of puppies here in January.  Theyôre very sweet but need to learn leash manners.  
And they will kill cats, so make sure you keep a strong hold on that leash! 
 
Tyler  and Sugar  are Pit Bulls ð theyôre total sweethearts but are so strong ð they need some-
one who is also strong and can be firm with them.  Once they get over their initial ñIôm on a walk!ò 
excitement they love to sit and get some lovinô.  Theyôre dangerous to cats too, so keep that in 
mind. 
 
Jeff is ready to be walked ð he should only be walked by a strong adult.  Heôs ñmouthyò which 
means heôll nip at his leash and other surroundings.  When you walk him, just keep him moving.  
Karen Owens, one of our most experienced volunteers, has been working with him on his mouth 
manners. 
 
If youôre older, have physical limitations or arenôt very strong, hang out with these next kids: 
 
Rucker  must be walked with no other dogs around ð heôs been very moody around his pals and 
prefers to be alone.  And he will kill a cat if given the chance.  But around people, heôs very 
sweet and loving and is easy to walk. 
 
Etnie  is a total sweetheart.  She loves walking and needs a lot of exercise.  You can walk her for 
two hours straight and she wonôt get tired. 
 
Gizmo  is relatively new here ð heôs the short guy with the Shepherd-y head and a Corgi-like 
body in the M&M pen.  He was very shy at first but has come a long way and loves one-on-one 
interaction. 
 
We still have a few Settle puppies left ð the large black puppy needs the most work.  Heôs 
dominant and snappy and needs a lot more socialization before we can consider adopting him 
out.  If you have older kids who are calm, quiet, and good with animals, it would be good for him 
to be around  children.  Sitting in the grass and having quiet time with a lot of paw/ear/mouth 
touching will benefit him a lot. 
 
And spring is here and we are inundated with cats  and kittens !  Let Lisa know if youôd like to do 
some cat/kitten TLC ð we want to get them socialized as well.  Even just sitting on the floor in 
one of the outdoor playrooms and reading a book is great ð they need to get used to just having 
humans around! 
 
Most of the dogs are on the ID picture sheet on the volunteer board so you can tell whoôs who.  
Thereôs also a chart that shows whoôs in which pen.  And donôt worry, it does get very confusing, 
so if you need help, just ask! 

35 of the 37 Settle pups! 
Wow! 
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mailto:mailto:mhf12@verizon.net
http://mysite.verizon.net/bizqmjr1/id19.html
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