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After two months of promising to get a monthly newsletter out 

to our wonderful volunteers, I finally found the time.  I hope to 

keep you all up-to-date with the general goings-on at the shel-

ter: important news, upcoming events, updates on our current 

animals and court cases, recent additions to the shelter, re-

cent adoptions, tips and information, and fun little tidbits.  I 

welcome any and all suggestions as to how to make this bet-

ter ð this newsletter is for you guys, and I want your input!  

Tell me what youôd like to see, what you could do without, and 

Iôll do my best to make it something youôll look forward to 

every month. 

You guys are so important to the survival of the shelter and 

we hope you realize how much we appreciate all you do.  We 

couldnôt do it without you! 

Lisa Andrews 

MHF Volunteer Coordinator 

First Issue of the Newsletter...Finally!  

March 2008  

The animal care staff had fun playing 

dress-up with Tommy the other day.  

As you can see, they enjoyed it more 

than Tommy did. Tommyôs also the 

newsletter mascot. 

Not every shelter chore is glamorous, but theyôre all vital to the operation of MHF.   

We have several wonderful ladies who come faithfully on many weekend mornings to clean dog 

and cat cages, feed the cats, do laundry, and sweep and mop the cat cabin and dog room.  It 

can be smelly and messy work, and takes a very special type of person to volunteer for this at 

all, much less keep coming back week after week.  Cindi Christenson , Evelyn Newman , Pam 

Davis and Pat Doherty , we salute you! 

ñCleaningò volunteers must go through training by our Animal Care Manager, Samantha Carroll, 

be over 21, and clean at least twice under staff supervision before becoming ñseasonedò.  This is 

because thorough cleaning and sterilization of these areas is extremely important:  improper 

cleaning can cause sickness and the spread of disease among the shelter animals. 

We also ask that you commit to at least one weekend day a month; once we have a full arsenal 

of volunteer cleaners, this may change, but for now this is the requirement. 

Our main need right now is primarily for Sunday mornings, although sometimes we do need an 

extra hand on Saturday morning.  The more the merrier, as far as weôre concerned:  weekends 

are our busiest days for appointments for potential adopters, so the earlier we can get the place 

looking (and smelling) nice, the better! 

If interested, contact Lisa at mhf12@verizon.net to set up two weekend mornings you can begin 

training. 

Volunteers Needed for Weekend Cleaning and Care  

Volunteers are the only hu-

man beings on the face of the 

earth who reflect this nationõs 

passion, unselfish caring, pa-

tience, and just plain love for 

one another. 
 

~Erma Bombeck 
For more news and updates, visit the Water Cooler ! 

 

Recent Adoptions  

Check out the Volunteers  section at our website for more about MHFôs  
volunteer opportunities, current needs and upcoming events . 

Apple Choco 

Tigger & Spyro 

Yuppie 

Cybil 
Pilgrim 

Pete 

Also:  Blaze the puppy and two kittens! 

Cleaningõs not all grungy work . . . you get to spend a lot of time 

with me and the other kitties, and youõre welcome to hang out 

afterwards and do fun stuff like walk dogs and play with puppies!  

Squishy (left), the runt of the 4-month-

old litter, and one of his sisters. Squishy 

is still here, as it will take a very special 

owner to adopt him! 

As most of you know, on New Yearôs Eve, Hilleary and three 

Fauquier County sheriffs seized many dogs and puppies from 

the home of Charles Settle in Warrenton.  (You can read an 

article about it here.) 

The Fauquier SPCA took several dogs, but MHF took most of 

them, including ten 8-week-old puppies, and Cookie the Presa 

Canario and Princess the Rottweiler, both of whom gave birth to 

litters of ten puppies the first week they were here. 

Thanks to many of our wonderful volunteers and other people in 

the community (including the contractor who did our recent re-

modeling), all of the 8-week-olds (now 4 months old!) have been 

put into foster homes and will be adopted by their foster parents 

once the case is won.  We have also begun this process with 

the two litters that were born here. 

The older dogs are also doing well, gaining weight, and getting 

lots of love from MHF staff and our volunteers. 

The appeal date is April 4.  Weôre confident weôll win, but please 

keep your fingers crossed! 

News About the Charles Settle Neglect Case  

In the meantime, Squishy is more than 

happy helping us redecorate our office. 

LAW & ANIMALS 

On February 29, an unlicensed puppy mill was discov-

ered in Warren County (read the article here).  22 dogs, 

all miniature breeds, were seized and taken to the War-

ren County Humane Society.  Thankfully, the owner re-

leased the dogs to the sheriffôs office, so they can be 

adopted out immediately instead of waiting for a court 

case to be completed. 

MHF stepped up and took 15 dogs, including a 5-pound 

Chihuahua with 3 puppies.  A few days later, we had to 

take the remainder of the dogs from Warren County.  We 

now have 22 toy dogs! 

We have our work cut out for us, getting everyoneôs 

shots up-to-date, getting them spayed/neutered and 

clipped and groomed.  Several of the dogs have already 

been spoken for and thereôs a lot of interest in these toy 

dogs (which is why puppy mills like this are so common, 

unfortunately).  Make sure you take some time to visit 

them next time you volunteer! 

Puppy Mill Raid In Warren County  

This little guy is pretty typical of the shape most 
of these dogs were in when they got here. 

The three Chihuahua puppies in Hillearyôs mail 
basket! 

VOLUNTEER 
ORIENTATIONS! 
Got a friend who wants to get 
involved? Want a refresher 
course? Our next volunteer 
orientations are March 15 and 
April 19 at 1PM. Tell them to 
call Lisa or send her an email 
�D�Q�G���V�K�H�·�O�O���V�L�J�Q���W�K�H�P���X�S�� 

Volunteering as a Family  
 
Think about looking for a volun-
teer opportunity suitable for par-
ents and children to do together, 
or for a husband and wife to take 
on as a team. When a family 
volunteers to work together at a 
nonprofit organization, the ex-
perience can bring them closer 
together, teach young children 
the value of giving their time and 
effort, introduce everyone in the 
family to skills and experiences 
never before encountered, and 
give the entire family a shared 
experience as a wonderful family 
memory. 

 
From networkforgood.org 

Canine Behavior & Obedience Classes  
Puppy Class:  7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays starting March 31 
Adult Dog Class:  7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesdays starting April 2 
���������������I�R�U�������V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���‡���&�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H���L�V���O�L�P�L�W�H�G��-  register now! 
Puppies: 4 months �² 1 year, Adults: 1 year & up    
Instructor: Genevieve Warner, Certified Animal Behaviorist 

Save the Date! 

 

Saturday, June 14th, 2008 
Bollingbrook Estate 
Upperville, Virginia 

�3�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���0�+�)���L�I���\�R�X�·�G���O�L�N�H���D�Q���L�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U�� 
could donate goods or services for the silent auction! 

2008 Wingfield Farm Garden Tour 
to benefit MHF 

Acres of glorious private gardens 
Animals available for adoption 

Book sale, refreshments and much more! 

Tickets are $25 in advance ($30 at the gate) and are available at 
www.middleburghumane.com and several local  businesses 

Saturday  
May 10th 

 
10 a.m. to 
     5 p.m. 

Sunday  
May 11th 
 
10 a.m. to 
      4 p.m. 

Weõre going to 

need a lot of 

volunteers for 

events this 

spring . . . if 

youõd like to 

sign up , email 

or call Lisa. 

Detai ls on 

exactly what is 

needed will be 

in upcoming 

newsletters as 

well! 

Volunteers (and donations!) are always needed at 
our thrift store at 6 W. Washington Street in Mid-
�G�O�H�E�X�U�J���� �� �,�I�� �\�R�X�·�G�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�R�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�U�� �Z�D�Q�W�� �P�R�U�H��
information about volunteer opportunities at the 
�W�K�U�L�I�W���V�W�R�U�H�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���X�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�·�O�O���J�H�W���\�R�X���V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� 
 
All proceeds from the thrift store benefit the pro-
grams and animals at MHF.  
 
Many thanks to the wonderful folks who donate 
their time, energy and style to keep this vital part 
of our organization going:  
 

Prue Anderson  
Jeri Coulter  
Lila Goodson  

Judine Marchetti  
Clyde Peters  

Marybelle Peters  
Patricia Shimp  

Pat Wellford  
Barry Westwood  

Wally 

Kody 
Nikko 

mailto:mailto:mhf12@verizon.net
http://mysite.verizon.net/bizqmjr1/id19.html
http://mysite.verizon.net/bizqmjr1/id16.html
http://www.fauquier.com/news/2008/jan/30/dogs-crime-court-warrenton/

