PRAYER REQUESTS FOR JUNE 2007
First Presbyterian Church, Reading Pennsylvania

www.firstpresreading.org
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.     Ps. 73:26
THE CHURCH SESSION   -   by Courtney Stevens, Clerk of Session
For wisdom in making decisions regarding the proposal for an associate for community outreach
   For insight as we plan for hosting Presbytery meeting in September
      For wisdom in implementing The Vision Team's recommendations
         For effectiveness and joy in all the church's summer ministries and worship services
YOUTH MINISTRY – Tim Sanger

Praises:

1.  For a refreshing week of vacation with my family

2.  I thank God for the opportunity to re-connect with some of the college students as they are returning home for the summer

3.  I thank God for the reckless, raging, fury that we call the love of God

Requests:
1.  Pray for our high school graduates - that they will honor God in the choices they make as they go to the beach for senior week

2.  Pray for our summer youth program on Thursday nights called Thirsty Thursdays

3.  Pray for high school students who will be serving as counselors in training at Camp Ligonier this summer

4.  Pray for good health and spiritual protection for my family

5.  Pray for spiritual renewal and awakening for our youth of FPC.

CONGREGATION   -   Pam Bush

Praise and Thanks: To all those who have prayed, sent cards, flowers and other gifts, visited, and phoned as I recovered from my hospitalization. The Body of Christ came together and gently ministered to me – what a ‘sweet aroma’ to the Lord you all have been on my behalf.  I will never forget what you have done for me.

Requests: 

1. Increased stamina and complete healing throughout the month of June.

2. That I will become more adept at managing the church web site.

3. For the development of the fall conference (Experiencing Spiritual Breakthroughs) November 2 & 3—lots of work to be done now.

MUSIC MINISTRY – by Evelyn Marker

Praise:  The bell choir is finished, and the choir is winding down.  Phyllis has us well prepared for June, and the Camerons are hosting the picnic again, and at present all is going well. 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY –  by Laura Schell

Prayers for David as he takes the reins of the ministry.  
Prayers for our summer projects:  Sunday School and VBS.  We pray that teachers will sign up to teach during the summer.  We are hoping for a great response to our Recruiting Fair.
WOMEN’S MINISTRY – by Nancy Alley
Please pray that the Lord will continue to bring women to the Wednesday morning and evening Bible studies and will open their hearts to His truth.

Please pray that the Women's Ministry team will have God's wisdom and guidance going forward as we make plans for our outreaches, Bible studies and fellowships in the months ahead. 

Pray that many women, both in and beyond our congregation, will become involved and blessed by our ministry in the year ahead.

PRAYERS FOR OUR MISSION AND MISSIONARIES, by Elizabeth Bell

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful (Psalm 116:5).

Scott Glover requests prayers for students.  Ask God to strengthen them and allow them to give witness to Him. Ask God to help students and staff who have had to move to understand how God desires to use this suffering to show His strength in their weakness. May God be glorified!

Offer prayers of thanksgiving that Asian Access has celebrated 40 years of God’s faithfulness.

Offer prayer of praise for Stephanie Black’s father’s life and for the comforting and encouraging time the Blacks had with family and friends while in the states.  Pray also for the many decisions they are facing in selling and buying a house somewhere in the US to be home base for their family

Continued prayers for David Dougherty as he organizes workshops for OMF leaders in the UK and Europe.  Pray that he will be alert and fully “present” for each day.  Pray that jet lag will not weaken David. He has traveled more than 1.2 million miles in his training ministry
Offer prayers for the new church that will be built in Luampa, Zambia with extra surplus funds from First Presbyterian Church’s 2006 Budget.  

Offer prayer of praise that Brittany Schlaybach has graduated from Moody Bible Institute with a BA in Family Ministry with an emphasis in Children’s Ministry. 

Pray for George and Kathy Goodrich with the Yellowstone Presbytery that there will be continued Christ-centered focus that balances the administrative work of the presbytery with spiritual and visionary development and spiritual passion of the presbytery. Pray also for George as he hikes in Glacier with his brothers, Craig (pastor in Atlanta) and Tom (pastor in Charlottesville, VA).  

Pray for the new leaders at Bridge of Hope, Rhonda Hadfield and Barbara Daigle. Pray that the financial needs of this local organization will be met.

Mark Winz asks for prayers that God will guide him, and their team, as they plan stories for the upcoming school year, from September to July 2009.  God is changing lives around the world.
Pray for Ned and Marisol Farnsworth as they return to the states for a Liebenzell Mission Conference in July.  Pray that the children will enjoy the visit with their local grandparents and friends.  Offer prayers of thanksgiving for all the students that have been influenced by Ned’s witness at the Bible Institute in Guam.

Offer prayers of thanksgiving for the work with women that Ellen Dozier accomplishes in Guatemala.

In Dembi Dollo, Ethiopia, we support the Bethel Evangelical Secondary School.  In some places in the world getting an education is truly a miracle. But at this school, children and youth are given a chance, church leaders are trained, miracles happen. Offer prayers of praise for this school and for the 40 years JoAnn Griffith has devoted to this school.  

"Focused prayer is accurate and clear about two things: 
 that our need is desperate, and that the remedy lies in God."     Eugene Peterson
