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News & Views

News & Views is the publication of Colonial Heights Post No. 284, The
American Legion, Department of Virginia. The purpose of this newsletter is to

keep all members of Post No. 284 informed about activities at their Post. The 1: | Ezekiel D. Pharr
Legion Home telephone is 526-4167. 3 | Betty Gordon
Your comments are requested and should be addressed to Mr. C. David . Y
Pinelli, Jr., Editor, PO Box 57, Colonial Heights, VA 23834. 5: | Howard C. Jones
6: | Bob Blankenship
(]
6: | Robert Mcliroy
OS I( el S 7. | Carl E. Tucker
7. | Charles Wells
Commander Richard C. “Rick” Oertel 520-2338 12: | Judy Mackenzie
First Vice Commander  Jerry A. Chenault 526-1685 ] .
Second Vice Commander Willie T. Harris 732-3285 12: | Charles Medeiros
Adjutant Jeff Constantine 526-6814 12: | Betty Medeiros
Chaplain Edgar B. “Ben” Hawkins 520-1925
Finance Officer Donald W. “Don” Dobrick 458-5254
Asst Finance Officer James D. “Jim” Smith 275-8558
Judge Advocate Roger A. Puckett 526-4378
Service Officer William H. “Bill” Morris 526-5765 16: | George Malgee
Historian Timothy A “Tim” Farley 526-6611 O O 17: | Thomas J. Bury, Jr sk
Public Relations Officer  Randall R. “Randy” Grenier 526-4760 L/ - —
Athletic Officer Wiliam E. “Bill” Gilmore 520-7445 QD 17: | Aleta P. Perkins
Sgt-at-Arms John Ronkartz 520-4420 = 20: | Leroy H. Underwood
George Ahrend - -
22: | Richard McLuaghlin 79
AUXILIARY UNIT 284 23: | Jerry Anderson 74
President Maureen G. Pinelli 530-2017
24: | John Bowles
S.A.L. SQUADRON 284 24: | Bill Wise 75
Commander George S. Dimirack, Sr. 526-5212 28: | George Dimirack
So. Div. Chapter ALR 28: | Shirley Puckett
Director Lester Brewer
MEETINGS
General Membership (Post 284) 2nd Thursday 7:30 P.M.
Executive Officers Meeting (Post 284) Last Thursday 7:30 P.M.
Auxiliary Membership (Unit 284) 2nd Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
S.A.L. Membership (Squadron 284) 3rd Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
American Legion Riders 1st Tuesday 6:30 P.M.
Jr. Auxiliary Meeting 1st Tuesday 6:45 P.M.
WEB SITE:
http://mysite.verizon.net/legion284/ NOTE: To REMOVE or ADD your name to the BirthdayAnniversary list, please sefd

written notification to the News & Views at 90.857, Colonial Heights, VA 23834.

Building Rental Info Contact Bill Feasenmyer at 337-8753 (cell)



2: | Bob & Eloise Blankenship

3: | Baxter & Hazel Morris

8: | Joe | & Charlotte Browder

10: | J. Aubrey & Annie Luck

14: | Harold & Bobbi Green

20: | Leroy & Grace Underwood

25: | Jim & Doris Higley 41
30: | Lloyd & Claire Guerin 54
31:| Sandi & Judi Meri 41

AARP 33 Driver Safety Courses

The AARP 55 Driver Safety Course, for individua@ fears of age and
older, is scheduled faviay 20th.

This course is designed to teach you how to hasmdleerse driving
conditions, traffic hazards and the effects thamn@@nd medication have on
driving. This year the course will be conducted @NE 8 HOUR DAY
STARTING AT 9 AM, PLEASE BRING A BAG LUNCH.

The cost of enrollment is $12.00 per person (RARember) and $14.00
per person (Non-Member) for an eight hour courdegraduates qualify for
aLOWER AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE PREMIUM.

You may enroll in this course by calling the folliowy Instructor:
Ray Spalek 526-2668
Classes for this very informative courseltatel monthly, so if you can't
make it to this months class check the News & Vieawsiext months date.

|

Class Times: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

American Legion Main Bldg
Post 284
505 Springfield Road 18

Oommander's Repo,,

My personal thanks to all who helped with reneveald recruited new
members helping us make our membership goal feryeémr and making it
in time to receive the Old Dominion Award for mendigp. Our Member-
ship Chairman, Hal Green, certainly deserves thenhaof the credit
(Thanks Eagle Heart!) but many others assistedyatom way. This was a
big milestone and the last that we needed to quibe awarded a National
Post Excellence award.

May is an important month for all veteransvascelebrate Armed Forces
Day on 16 May honoring our currently serving vetsrand Memorial Day
on 25 May where we honor those who paid the ulénsacrifice. Some of
our members will host disabled veterans from Mc&airthe Virginia
Motorsports Park on 17 May in honor of Armed Forbay and we will
hold our Post Memorial Day observance with VFW RA239 at the Colo-
nial Heights War Memorial at 11 AM on the"25A social will follow the
ceremony at the Hall but you must have attendediservance (or the 11
District observance) to attend.

Our May meeting will be at our normal time.(early as previously an-
nounced) and our first order of business will e etection of officers for
2009-2010. Although the slate is set, we mustaile so come out and
show your support for the new officers by voting.

Another way to show your support for the ndficers who will take
charge in June is to become involved or renew yowglvement in Post
committees and events. A good way to start woeltblassist with summer
Legion Baseball or Bingo (see any current bingantger for details) or to
attend Legion College which will be in Richmondstlyear from August 7-9.
Applications for Legion College are available Talgsor from the Depart-
ment website and you can get involved with Basdiyationtacting the Ath-
letic Officer. We always need additional membersath our committees and
‘many hands make light work'.

The Virginia War Memorial is sponsoring a ttqpthe National D-Day
Memorial on Saturday, 6 June to commemorate the ABhiversary. More
information is on the War Memorial website or yoayntontact me if inter-
ested. Be sure to check out the other activitiggoaf Post in this edition.
Hope to see you all around the post this comingtimon

For God and Country,
Richard C. “Rick” Oertel
Commander &
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Avihaly Newe

Our Nominating Committee presented the followingt&lof Officers

for 2009-2010: For President - Patricia R. Ashléow;1st Vice President A National Moment of Remembrance on Memorial Day
- Maureen G. Pinelli; for 2ndt Vice President - lgaret Knight; for

Secretary - Rose Moore; for Chaplain—Peggy Kadetsreasurer - That poem about where “poppies blow”

Aleta Perkins; and for Pages - Maria RichardsonMade Phelps. From And, “the crosses, row on row”

the floor, Gayle Braswell was nominated for Histori The Slate of Offi- Still rings true, these ninety years

cers was accepted by the membership and the noomsatere closed. After written, still brings tears.

Since the membership wanted to vote on each Gfficgediately and the
above Officers were elected for next year. Thezeawno nays. A heart-
felt thanks to the Nominating Committee for a joblivdone. Installation
of Officers will be in June.

We still had Dead, “amid the guns”
And lose our young and our loved ones

The Children & Youth Program Chairman, Suet@gintroduced the Those who lived, “short days ago”
Post's C & Y Chairman, Dave Pinelli, who spoke e many charities Who, “felt dawn, saw sunset glow”.
and activities we as a Legion family are involvedHlis very interesting
talk ended with asking if the Unit members had dbated to the Chil- In Flanders Fields, “the poppy red”
dren’s Miracle Network and then presented Sue wif300 donation Still grow near where the blood was bled
from the Post. They, “Take up our quarrel with the foe”

The ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST was a huge sess. And still die for Freedoms that we know.
Thanks to all our helpers: Post, Unit, SAL andRieers that prepared
the food, served the food, sold tickets, and déduclup duty! We started They pass, “The torch” to, “hold it high”

just shy of 6 a.m. (and yes | was there at that'hand had a full lot for
the Yard Sale. Our volunteers make things appessy™eand we thank
them all especially “Chef Rita”. A report of ourceess will be at the

And not, “break the faith with us who die”
For they, “shall not sleep, though poppies grow”

May meeting. Come on out on May 13th and heartailit. Beneath all those, “crosses, row on row”
On May 25th both at the Colonial Heights Waeririal and at the In Flanders Fields.
Virginia War Memorial, we join together for servichonoring the mem- - D. A. Jones

ory of those who gave the “Ultimate Sacrifice” farr country. A social
will be at the Post after the ceremony and we nékd servers at this
function. Also in May is our Poppy Days and at G&neral Meeting we
will have sign up sheets for the various busineasésgive you Poppy
flowers. Times are difficult for all but we musy to get donations that
are used for our veterans. Questions? Call CorasHairb20-1866.

Let's “Show Our Colors” and fly our Flag: Fiof our country,
Proud of our Veterans, Proud of being American.

For God and Country, - %
Maureen G. Pinelli ’

President Unit 284 4 { 17
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MAY 6 SPAGHETTI W/MEAT SAUCE, SALAD & GARLICBREAD

MAY 13 LEMON-PEPPER CHICKEN W/ANGELHAIR PASTA,
ALFREDO SAUCE, SALAD & A ROLL

MAY 20 PORKBUTT W/POTATO SALAD, SALAD & A ROLL

MAY 27 BEFF STROGANOFF, SALAD & A ROLL

THE GRILL AND PI1ZZA OVEN WILL BE CLOSED ON THESE
NIGHTS TO ACCOMMODATE THE SPECIAL MENUS.
BE SURE TO JOIN US FOR FOODS YOU LOVE AT A PRICE
YOU CAN ENJOY.
ALL WEDNESDAY NIGHT SPECIALS ARE $6.00 + TAX.
NO GREEN CHITS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

TOPSIDE LOUNGE PRESENTS:

Karaoke
- 2 May & 30 May
With Charlotte Roop

-16 May
With Lynne Carnes

2 g

8:00 p.m. - Until??
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Chaplain’s Reportusin \\(/;

Members of the Post conducted services at Sgriali-
neral Home for Mr. Aubrey L. Cotton. A Bible, Fl&pver
and Sympathy card was presented to the family.

A visit was made to Mr. Charles Wells at thepklwell
Convalescent Center.

Get well cards were sent to Mr. David Fleet, Mck
Jerrell and Mr. Howard Jones.

M em berSh |p N e Sreen, Chairman

Please welcome the following to our POST

Chester Chesterfield \ y .
Barry Durant Robbie Pond p Y
Colonial Heights Ettrick

Joseph E. Sapko Fred D. Cholce Welcome!
Rocky Logue

Richmond
Norman Boyd
Richard F. Fox

Rehabilitation: Volunteer Hours=

Please note the dedicatiohthe following members:
Barbara Willett - 300 Hours; Robert C. Barrett 9#bours
Harold T. Green - 1439 Hours; Larry W. Dickersoi@3Hours
Elizabeth Piecek - 2995 Hours; John Wills - 29%5ut$.

5



| feel like | am officially becoming a road wr. | had the
opportunity to visit Post 74, Charlottesville ftvetDistrict #13
meeting and gave a report on the many achieveroétite
S.A.L. in the Commonwealth of Virginia. |then W60 — 360
and headed for South Boston Post 8 to attend azaksgt their
S.A.L. meeting. Then it was off to Manassas teratta wake
for Jerry Southard. Jerry was our Detachment Seitgef
Arms for the past four years. We will miss hisidation to the
Detachment.

My next stop will be in Charlottesville on M&Jf' & 3" for
the Junior Shooters Program and then presentingathvat the
Virginia War Memorial on Memorial Day. This willebathe first
time that the Detachment of the S.A.L. will parigie on this
level. Afterwards, we will meet at Post 284 foe tieception on
Memorial Day. | hope to each of you there.

There are still many more roads to burn up tve next sev-
eral weeks and | will give you an update next moritimtil
then, stay safe and keep on supporting our Veterans

For God and Country,
Linwood A. Moore,
Detachment Commander
Sons of the American Legion —

If any member of the Legion family is in need aof th
Chaplain’s services in case of illness or deathagé notify the
Legion so that proper actions may be undertakersgcst
the family. t

A mandated directive from 40&8 Headquarteretih love and re-
spect for the US Flag, Voiture 1530 also includésiaf history of the
Pledge of Allegiance, conducted “show and tell” @#ddS and other flags
that have had an impact on the development of muewst US Flag. John
Ronkartz, Program Coordinator, contacted all thesBdrfield/Colonial
Heights elementary schools and planned the pragents the program
with the starting date February 2nd and ending M&fith.

This year was the first year that The Americagion Auxiliary Unit
284 assisted in the program. ALA Unit 284 Presid®aureen Pinelli,
and Carolyn Sheffield, Americanism Chairman, intBdaa desire to as-
sist the Voiture with their program. The Auxiligpassed out American
Flags, flag information literature, and a certife#hey developed for
each student to take home showing they attendeftetipprogram. They
also assisted in folding the flags, disseminatirigrimation about flag
etiquette and respect for the flag.

In John’s words, "with all the help from thesdividuals, we visited
38 schools, traveled 2,300 volunteer miles, volerae 212.5 hours, and
gave flags to 4,075 first grade students.”

Mr. Ronkartz and his team of volunteers enjoyeir experience so
much they planning next year’s program. Come jain u

# $%n &
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The following Legionnaires have been nomiddte the positions shown
for the 2009-2010 Legion year. Given that no nemimations were receive
at our April Membership meeting and this is a lidte, the election will be
held at 7:30 PM on Thursday, May 14, at our regolambership meeting.
We will not meet early and there will be no abserallots.

OFFICERS
CHARLES K. “KEITH” McMURDO COMMANDER
WILLIE T. HARRIS FIRST VICE CDR
CHARLES E. “CHUCK” MEDEIROS SECOND VICE CDR
RICHARD C. “RICK” OERTEL ADJUTANT
WILLIAM S. “BILL” FEASENMYER, JR. FINANCE OFFICER
DONALD W. “DON” DOBRICK ASS'T FINANCE OFCR
EDGAR B. “BEN” HAWKINS CHAPLAIN
ROGER A. PUCKETT JUDGE ADVOCATE
TIMOTHY A. “TIM” FARLEY SERVICE OFFICER
RANDALL R. “RANDY” GRENIER PUBLIC RELAT IONS
LOUIS A. “LOU” VALLETTE HISTORIAN
JOHN RONKARTZ SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
GEORGE F. AHREND SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
WILLIAM E. “BILL” GILMORE ATHLETIC OFFCER

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

James E. Althouse William A. Davis William H. Morris, Jr.
Robert C. Barrett Vincent C. DiMarco Howvard L. Perross, Jr.
Terry K Brentlinger Harold T. Green James D. Smith
Jerry A Chenault Richard L. Jordan Norman B. Stanley
Jeff Constantine Kenneth S. Knight Darrell Worthen

PAST COMMANDERS

The following Past Commanders will be members of ¢
Executive Committee for 2009-1010.

Lauren P. Bands, Sr F. H. “Tony” Morgan

Hugh P. Cabhill C. David Pinelli, Jr.

Donald W. “Don” Dobrick Clarles D. “Bud” Pruett, Jr.

William S. “Bill” Feasenmyer, Jr. Roge A. Puckett

Thomas “Tom” Lavinka idrbert G. “Herbie” Williams
14

1(

Well we are finally seeing more sunshine than ewid rainy
days. This means that the neighbors are comingralithildren
are playing. We really need to pay attention andensaure we
keep everybody safe.

At our last meeting, our nominating commitpeesented a
slate of officers and we had a nomination fromftber. This
means that we will be having elections on Wednesklay 20".
Please come out and make your choices known. Rmktwe
are only 4 members short of reaching our 100% glbalou
know of someone who has not renewed or know oflaamem-
ber that is eligible for the Sons of the Americagion, please
encourage them to join now.

| am very pleased with the progress of theotNour Colors
America” flag program. The new committee has miy @ol-
lected the current year’s subscription but alsoespast due as
well. We have gotten several new clients and treatly im-
pressed with the way that the Boulevard looks arflag days.
Americanism is live and well in our community. yifu have time
in the mornings or in the afternoons of the flagxjave could
use some extra help putting out flags or bringheqt back to our
Post Home.

Please join us at the War Memorial on the Boulevardior
the Memorial Day Ceremony and reception at the Postmme-
diately following.

Dates to Remember

May 9" Saturday Parking Lot clean-up
May 10" Sunday Mother’s Day
May 20" Wednesday S.A.L. Membership Meeting
May 25" Monday Memorial Day
(& Ceremony/Reception)

SAL continues to help and support our Legares and the
Auxiliary. Thank you for all you do.
For God and Country,
George Dimirack
SAL Squadron Commander 7
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“SUNDAY BRUNCH?”

JOIN US AT THE TOPSIDE FOR A
“Are you ready for the summer?”

THE BRUNCH WILL OFFER EGGS
(SCRAMBLED or FRIED), BACON, HASH
BROWNS, SAUSAGE GRAVY, BISCUIT,
ASSORTED FRESH FRUIT,
COFFEE or ORANGE JUICE
ALL FOR THE OUTRAGEOUSLY HIGH
PRICE OF:
$4.50 + TAX
(NO GREEN CHITS ACCEPTED!)
“COME ON UP AND CHOW DOWN?!”

REMINDER! The policy of the Topside since 2007 has beenrtbathore
than 20 green chits will be accepted toward paymtany meal ticket.
Green chits may only be applied toward food co$tse actual food value of
the green chit is $1.59. The remaining 16¢ is thefood tax. So a $25.90
dinner bill requires 17 chits rather than the 1& ywuld expect. Otherwise,
the Topside loses $2.59 on the meal because tdxh&reen chits are pro-
vided to our great bingo volunteers to use for fpacchases as allowed by

the Gaming Commission. As a courtesy to thesentegrs, the Topside does

allow them to use chits for the purchase of a rf@aheir spouse or date.
Green chits have never been intended to coverasieof meals for large
groups of friends and family. Please do not askstaff to do so.

8
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Summertime is almost here and we know that aflour members
will be spending a lot more time outdoors, on viacatriding that 2-
wheeler, or just chilling by the river. We’'ll migeu on those days when
you don't stop by. However, on those days whenibather doesn’t
cooperate and you start getting cabin fever, comieyathe Topside for
an afternoon or evening with your friends and felloegionnaires. You
can also get away from that hot stove when youyreéain’t feel like
cooking. The Topside offers its Wednesday Nitecipe as well as din-
ners on Friday and Saturday nights. You can gnaizza or sandwich
any day of the week, except during Wednesday Niertals. Our
kitchen is open for short orders up until one Hoom our scheduled
closing time each day. We have noticed a dectiregtendance on the
Saturday and Sunday opening times. Since we He@stno patrons
the first hour or so of opening, we have decideddiay those times for a
couple of hours on those days. To help contraiscege are adjusting
our hours of operation to openla®0 PM on Saturday and 2:00 PM on
Sunday beginning May 1st.

Topside offers its brunch and dinner spectaisughout the month in
order to provide a something special to our memfuoertheir support of
the Topside and to hopefully entice more of our ters to join us.

Meal items are offered at either reduced pricesithr add-ons to provide
you, our customer, with a little extra for your negn We hope you en-
joy the specials because we enjoy seeing you atdapside.

Karaoke will be at the Topside three timesriyMay. Even if you
don'’t sing or in my case CAN"T carry a tune, conmeup and join the
fun. We have some talented folks with great voaas they provide a
great evening of entertainment at no charge. Ctleckews & Views
for the schedule this month. The old chairs from Topside are avail-
able for purchase at the Topside for $10 each.nEveugh they're noth-
ing fancy, these are great for the game room oeptable in the garage.
They will be sold as is on a first come basis.

Thank you for supporting our Sunday Brunchdwésday Nite Spe-
cials and Karaoke. Only your participation will ethese events going.
Be sure to check out this News & Views for inforioaton the schedule
for May. We try hard to keep something going onyfou at the Topside.
So please come on up for an enjoyable afterno@veming at your
Post’s social quarters. You can't find a betterugr of folks to do it
with, your own Legion Family.

Tony Morgan
Clubroom Committee Chairman
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The month of April started off with a wonderfudncake break-
fast hosted by our very own Auxiliary. After theebkfast we en-
joyed visiting all the tables set up at the yaré €awe found
some great bargains. | appreciate all the Riders sttowed their
support.

On April 5th we had a great showing for the Bike Fest held
at the VA Motor Speed Park. The weather was pededtthe en-
tertainment was out of this world. | would liketteank Steven for
inviting us over for a cookout after the event &adhy for making
it happen at the last minute and putting up with us

| would like to thank everyone that took timed to make the
meeting on Tuesday April 7th. We had a great shgwaimd |
know how important your time is. We covered a oindormation
and | appreciate everyone's input. If you missedleeting, check
out the minutes posted on our website. Our nextimgis May
5th. Come out & have a say on what is going on wathr organi-
zation, meet some of our new riders & make therhdekome!

We ended the month with a great ride downagd\Head, NC
Bike Week. | appreciate everyone that put alltime and plan-
ning into setting up the event and making it pdssibhis was a
wonderful way to kick off our busy riding seasortwgsome great
friends, R&R and still raise money for the Ameridaggion
Scholarship fund.

For everyone that missed the ride and missed ghance to
donate...don’t worry, we have a donation jar settujpe Topside
and you can drop a few dollars in any time yout\osisee any
American Legion Rider. Your support is appreciated.

Don't forget our next monthly meeting is Math %@t 1830 hrs
(6:30 PM).

Riding with Respect, Riding with Honor, Riding t@fRember,

Lester Brewer
Southern Virginia American Legion Rider Director

12 ~
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Dinner Specials are served from 5:00 — 9:00 PM

MAY 1: Porter House Steak & Fried Shrimp

MAY 2: Stuffed Flounder w/Crab Meat

MAY 8: Rib-Eye Steak w/Fried Shrimp

MAY 9: Chicken Cordon Bleu =3

MAY 15: Steamed Shrimp

MAY 16: Baby Back Ribs

MAY 22: MENU ONLY — No Special
MAY 23: MENU ONLY — No Special
MAY 29: NY Strip Steak w/Fried Shrimp
MAY 30: Crab Legs

(All dinners include coffee or tea. Specials araddition to regular menu
items & subject to change/limits due to availapibf items. You may order
anything you want from our regular menu.)

MAY 10 — Happy Mother’s Day

MAY 12 — Club Room Committee Meeting - 7:00 PM
MAY 2, 16 & 30 — Karaoke 8:00 PM UNTIL!

MAY 14 — General Membership Meeting - 7:30 PM
MAY 25 — Please remember Memorial Day

2-8PM 2-10PM 2-10PM 2-10 PM 2-I@ P 2-11 PM 1-11 PM
1 2
Colonial B
Heights |
American N Karaoke
Legion Post G 8 PM—?7?
284
(0]
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
B B
i Jr. Mt
Mé:’?ausltl'e ’I\l 6225 ng 40/8 ’I\l Member
Chem. Bkfast
G 7:30 PM G
O ALRMtg - o
6:30 PM
10 11 B 12 13 14 15 16
B
|
Happy N Club Room AGUS(O'\S}\% Mem Mtg ll\l Karaoke
Mother's G Mtg . 7:30 PM 8 PM—??
Day! p 7PM Mem Mtg G
7:30 (e}
17 18 B 19 20 gal mat 21 22 23
) | 7:30 PM B
McGuire 40/8
B'fast N BLD/GRD7:15 | PROM. |
G 7:30 PM N
o 55 Alive G
9amto 5 pm @)
24 25 26 27 28 FIN 29 30
Mem. Day G'I\fE-SI-IGDM ?
ggg;ﬁgg / . N Karaoke
EXEC/CO G  8PM—??
31 MTG 0
BINGO 7:30 PM

Southern Division ALR
General Membership Meeting
Building & Grounds Meeting
Finance Committee Meeting
Legion Executive Committee

1st Tuesday at 6:30 PM

2nd Thursday at 7:30 P
3rd Wednesday at 7:15 P
Last Thursday at 6:15 P
Last Thursday at 7:30 P

=L

Remember! All Legion Auxiliary and Sons of the American
Legion members are authorized to visit the TOPSIDE  and bring
their guests.
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