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News & Views is the publication of Colonial Heights Post No. 284, 
The American Legion, Department of Virginia. The purpose of this 
newsletter is to keep all members of Post No. 284 informed about 
activities at their Post.  The Legion Home telephone is 526-4167. 
Your  comments are requested and should be addressed to Mr. C. 
David Pinelli, Jr., Editor, PO Box 57, Colonial Heights, VA 23834. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commander  Richard C. “Rick” Oertel         520-2338 
First Vice Commander Jerry A. Chenault          526-1685 
Second Vice Commander Willie T. Harris           732-3285  
Adjutant   Jeff Constantine             526-6814    
Chaplain   Edgar B. “Ben” Hawkins         520-1925 
Finance Officer  Donald W. “Don” Dobrick         458-5254 
Asst Finance Officer  James D. “Jim” Smith         275-8558  
Judge Advocate   Roger A. Puckett          526-4378 
Service Officer  William H. “Bill” Morris         526-5765 
Historian   Timothy A “Tim” Farley         526-6611         
Public Relations Officer Randall R. “Randy” Grenier       526-4760 
Athletic Officer  William E. “Bill” Gilmore         520-7445 
Sgt-at-Arms  John Ronkartz          520-4420 
   George Ahrend 
 
   AUXILIARY UNIT 284 
President  Maureen G. Pinelli         530-2017 
 
   S.A.L. SQUADRON 284 
Commander  George S. Dimirack, Sr.         526-5212 
 

           So. Div. Chapter ALR               
 Director   Lester Brewer 
   
   MEETINGS 
General Membership (Post 284)      2nd Thursday 7:30 P.M. 
Executive Officers Meeting (Post 284)    Last Thursday  7:30 P.M. 
Auxiliary Membership (Unit 284)                 2nd Wednesday 7:30 P.M. 
S.A.L. Membership (Squadron 284)                  3rd Wednesday 7:30 P.M. 
American Legion Riders       1st Tuesday    6:30 P.M. 
Jr. Auxiliary Meeting        1st Tuesday    6:45 P.M. 
 
   WEB SITE:  
http://mysite.verizon.net/legion284/  
Building Rental Info Contact Bill Feasenmyer at  337-8753 (cell) 

15 
NOTE: To REMOVE or  ADD your name to the Birthday or Anniversary list, 
please send written notification to the News & Views at P.O. Box 57, Colonial 
Heights, VA 23834. 
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1: Ruth Browder    
3: Cindy McMahon  
3: Jim Sette  
4: Rosemary Scarborough  
4: Joseph P. Westfall, Jr 72 
7: Jack de Boer 89 
8:    Thomas E. Overby    

10: Caroline Sheffield    
10:  Charlie G. Gill  
12: Betty Michalek  
13: Marion L. Darbyshire   
14: Dorothy Warf 86 
15: Frank D. Irvine    
15:  Jack Moody  
16: Louis Cashara   91 
17: Wilfred Mann   87 

18: John Wills    
19: George Baxter    
19: Bonnie Lawson  
21: Charlotte M. Browder  
22: Dan Majkowski  
22: Vivian D. Laderach  
23: Rita Nolan  
24:    William D. Moore   59 
25: Nick Milano     74 
25:  Howard Whitehead  
26: David McGhee   74 
26: Ronald Perkins    
26: Donald G. Seely 70 
27: Mary Amiss    
30:  Ardenia Worthen  

 Gordon Will    
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   The AARP 55 Driver Safety Course, for individuals 50 years of age and older, is  
scheduled on June 17, 2009. 
    This course is designed to teach you how to handle adverse driving conditions, 
traffic hazards and the effects that aging and medication have on driving. This year 
the course will be conducted on ONE 8 HOUR DAY STARTING AT 9 AM, PLEASE 
BRING A BAG LUNCH.  The cost of enrollment is $12.00 per person (AARP Member)
or $14.00 (Non-Member) for this eight hour course. All graduates qualify for a LOWER 
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE PREMIUM.  
   Classes for this very informative course are held monthly, so if you can make it to 
December’s class please contact Ray Spalek at  526-2668 

CLASS TIMES are  9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.   

American Legion Main Bldg  
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Street Address: 
American Legion Post 284 

505 Springfield Avenue 
Colonial Heights  

1: Frank & Beth Quinn 63 
4: Herman & Jeanne Effird  
4: Mr. & Mrs. Bennett 54 
7: Felix & Pauline LoCicero 62 
7: Jim & Margarett Spivey 64 
7: Donald & Judith Seely   6 
 8: Dick & Winifred Heckel 58 
9: Louis & Lil Cashara  70 

11: Bob & Sandy Lassiter 55 
13: Jim & Joan Sette 32 
13: Andrew & Kim Czipri 34 

13: Richard & Joy Edens 33 

14: Norman & Bonnie Pohler 63 
15: Gerald & Hilda Strickler 61 
17: William & Dorothy Warf 70 
17: Steve & Tricia Cox 31 
18: Wayne & Susan Belzer  15 
20: Herbie & Penny Williams  
20: Marvin & Joane Wilde  54 

22: Charles & Alice Todd  
28: “Jack” & Gladys Lowry 63 
30: Larry & Mary Amiss 47 
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    My time as your Post Commander is almost over and although there is some 
sense of relief when you receive that Past Commander’s pin, there is definitely an 
element of regret that it is over.  Commanding a Post, especially one as large and 
with the stellar reputation of Post 284 is probably the most challenging position 
you can hold within The American Legion but that is what makes it so rewarding.  
Only as the Commander can you fully appreciate the dedication and hard work of 
the many volunteers of our Legion Family that keep our programs and our facili-
ties running and I have thoroughly enjoyed working with all of you to make our 
Post one of the best in the Department. 
    We have had a very successful year—earning the new National Post Excellence 
Award-- and that is a tribute to all of you.  While I have tried throughout my term 
to highlight and thank many individuals for their efforts, it is impossible to name 
all of you that have contributed significantly to our success.  I do however wish to 
highlight again the contributions made by certain groups. We owe special thanks 
to our Bingo volunteers and our Topside crew and this year our Baseball volun-
teers, who supported the Mid –Atlantic Tournament, for bringing in the funds that 
allow us to do what we do.  We also owe special thanks to our Building and 
Grounds folks who work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure the upkeep of our 
facilities and our Kitchen crews that support many of our events.  Obviously many 
others have been instrumental in our success and I also wish to thank Madame 
President Pinelli and the Auxiliary, Commander George Dimirack and the SAL, 
and Directors Joe Branthoover and Les Brewer and the ALR for making this a true 
American Legion Family effort this year. I also want to thank my Officers, Execu-
tive Committee and Committee Chairs for all their hard work and support this 
year—you have done a superb job.  Last but certainly not least I must thank all the 
Past Commanders who have given me encouragement and guidance this year.  
Your mentoring was sincerely appreciated. 
    We will install our new Officers and announce our Legionnaire of the Year at 
our 11 June meeting.  Please come out and show your support for them at this 
meeting and also at their first event which will be a Flag Disposal Ceremony on 
13 June at 9 AM at our Post Home.  There will be no membership breakfast this 
day (and none again until the fall) but there will be refreshments following the 
ceremony.   
    It has been an honor and privilege to serve as your Commander and I hope I 
have lived up to your expectations.  I will continue to serve you and our new 
Commander as the Post Adjutant and hope I can provide him with the same sup-
port our Past Commanders have given me this year. 
 
For God and Country, 
Richard C. “Rick” Oertel 
Commander 
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     As we enter the summer, it is time for my year as your President to 
come to an end.  So many members have been very supportive of our 
programs and for that I thank each and every one of you. Your willing-
ness to volunteer and to actually follow through, Unit 284 has been 
quite successful! With the help of American Legion Family we have 
been able to meet all our goals. 
    In May we had the opportunity to meet our Miss Poppy, Jordan  
Porter, who is a 7th grade student.  We thank you, Jordan, for coming to 
our meeting and collecting all those donations for Poppies.  With Cora 
Honts as chairman and our volunteers we hope for a great program. Re-
member that proceeds go to help our Veterans projects which are much 
needed. 
    In our own community on June 20th, there will be a blood and fund 
drive for Madison Mingloski to be held at Captain Tom’s Seafood. Our 
C&Y chairman, Sue Oertel, reminded us that we gave a Spinoza Bear 
to Madison.   
    Our Historian, Barbara Rogers, has duly written all ALA Unit 284’s 
accomplishments throughout the year.  Thanks to all the Officers and 
Chairmen who so diligently carried out their programs and sent in the 
many reports to our Department, District, and Unit!  “Chef” Rita has 
outdone herself  as Social Committee and we have had many delicious 
meals.  If you see Bill Feasenmyer, Dave Pinelli, Rita’s son Dustin, 
take note that they are the “staff” that Rita relies on and are considered 
“honorary Auxiliary members”. This June 10th meeting is Pot Luck, 
with Rita supplying the meat and condiments; please bring side dishes 
in throw-away containers as there will be no clean-up crew.  We hope 
you will bring your best efforts as we will be introducing the Girls State 
participants and their families. 
    Our 11th District Spring Meeting is on Saturday June 6th at Post 186  
with a $6 registration fee and the meeting begins promptly at 10 am.  
We will meet at our Post at 8:30 am. 
      It has been an interesting year. Thank you for the privilege to repre-
sent Unit 284 and I will offer all my support and knowledge to our in-
coming President and all members of Unit 284. 
 
For God and Country, 
Maureen G. Pinelli 
President 
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 The following students won scholarships from the American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 284: 
 
 The Unit Scholarship ($500.00) was awarded to Thomas Dale High 
School senior, Caleb Michalek. 
 
 The Elsie Ford Medical Profession Scholarship ($500.00) was 
awarded to Colonial Heights High School senior, Lauren S. Watkins. 
 
 The High School Scholarship ($500.00) was awarded to Colonial 
Heights High School senior, Stephen J. Hoke.  
 
Checks will be mailed to their colleges to be 
applied to their student  
accounts. 
 
 For God & Country, 
 Rose M. Moore 
 Education and Scholarship Chairman 

 
 
 
 

Our Post American Legion Baseball program is starting up and we are in 
need of adults who enjoy working with young men and in helping them 
make a better life for themselves.  Committee members enjoy the fellow-
ship and the friendships established with the team during the course of the 
season and lasting for years. 
If you are interested in joining the Baseball Committee, please contact   
Bill Gilmore, 520-7445. 

Let’s have fun and have a good season!   

����
�	������������
�	������������
�	������������
�	�������� 				
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    May was a busy month for us! We attended some great events and en-
joyed numerous rides.  June is going to be just as busy. I know that a lot 
of you will most likely be on vacation and with our children being out of 
school, your time is stretched thin. If you can find the time to come out 
and join us for a ride, I am sure you will have a great time supporting 
your Post, our Veterans and local organizations. I have listed some of the 
events that we are scheduled to attend and as you can see, we have some-
thing to do every weekend. If you have an event or ride you would like to 
add to the schedule, please email Mike Gabriele, our Ride Coordinator, 
with the information. All offices emails are listed on our web site. Check 
it out and sign our guest book. 
 
 Calendar of Events: 
Saturday, June 6th - The Bedford WWII D-Day Memorial Ride 
Sunday, June 7th -  The Richmond Ride for Kids 
Saturday & Sunday, June 13th -14th SVALR Mountain Camping Trip 
Saturday, June 20th – Battlefields Legion Riders Poker Run /SVALR 
Breakfast to benefit the Legacy Fund. 
Saturday June 27th – “Run for Ray” Poker Run 
 
     Every event that we attend, support, and participate in is important, but 
I ask that every member come out and support the “Run for Ray” Poker 
Run on June 27th.  Please keep our fallen fellow rider and Charter member 
Ray Blythe in your thoughts and prayers as he continues on his long road 
to recovery. 
    I would like to thank everyone that comes out and supports our hectic 
event schedule and monthly membership meetings. Your dedication and 
support continues to ensure that our chapter and post is one of the best in 
the state. 
   Our next meeting is June 2nd at 6:30 PM up on the hill. Check the ride 
schedule, events and ride at added all the time. 
 
 Riding with Respect, Riding with Honor, Riding to Remember, 
 
Lester Brewer 
Director, SVALR 

��������	����
�	������	
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Chaplain’s ReportChaplain’s ReportChaplain’s ReportChaplain’s Report    Ben Hawkins 
Chaplain 

Get Well Cards sent to: Mr. Tom Lavinka, Mr. Michael Kelley, Mr. George 
Douglas, Mr. Jasper David and Mr. Gale Beville. 
 
A Bible, Flag Cover and Sympathy card was given to the family of Mr. Lee 
Remy. 
 
A Sympathy card was sent to Mr. Tom Lavinka in the loss of his wife. 
 
Mr. Robert M. DeLisle passed away. 
 
Visited Mr. Karl Harrison in Southside Regional Medical Center. 

  Anyone who would like to join us are welcome… 
  we are always in need of volunteers at McGuire’s–  
  especially on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. We meet at the 
  Post home, go together in our Post van, and help those 
  veterans who wish to attend church services.  
  Interested? Call Hal Green at 530-2811. 

MembershipMembershipMembershipMembership UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate    Hal Green, Chairman 

Chesterfield 
Annette Philips 
 
Richmond 
Tom Keesler 

Chester 
Alan Ray Stanley 
 
Fort Lee 
Billy R. Knight 

Rehabilitation InformationRehabilitation InformationRehabilitation InformationRehabilitation Information    

Special thanks this month from Commander Oertel to Tom & Jack 
Ferguson for Boys State; Lauren Bands for Jr. Law Cadet; Bob Bar-
rett for Memorial Day; Bill Feasenmyer for Scholarships; and Jim 
Althouse, Bill Gilmore, Don Dobrick and the ALR for our furniture. 

Thank You...Thank You...Thank You...Thank You...    
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     School is almost out and we really need to watch those that are out running 
and playing.  Let’s keep our neighbors safe.  We had our election of officers and 
the meeting was a very productive one.  The officers for 2009-2010 are as fol-
lows:  George Dimirack, Sr. – Commander, Shawn Moneymaker - 1st Vice, Lee 
Batten – 2nd Vice, Carl Brandt – Adjutant, Linwood Moore – Finance and Mem-
bership, Casey Williams – Chaplain and Sergeant at Arms – Trey Williams.   
     Squadron 284 has had many accomplishments this past year.  I want to thank 
everyone who made Squadron 284 a success.  We are a great organization and 
your participation gets us there.  We are very proud to have had Linwood Moore 
as our Detachment Commander. He has represented Virginia and Post 284 very 
well.  Herbie Williams will be installed at the State Conference as the Eastern 
Region Detachment Vice Commander.  I am sure that he will do a great job and 
represent us well. 
     Congratulations also to our scholarship winners.  They are: Mary Hahn from 
Matoaca HS, Stephen J. Hoke and Lauren S. Watkins from Colonial Heights HS, 
David S. Williams and Julie Robertson from Thomas Dale HS.  Each of these 
deserving students received scholarships in the amount of $250. 
     The Post 284 American Legion Family has had many activities in the past and 
Squadron 284 has always been there to support these.  Please know that even 
though we have our own programs and events, Squadron 284 is ready and willing 
to assist the Legion Family in any way that is needed.  Our programs and activi-
ties have made it possible for us to support BINGO, Girls State, Boys State, High 
School Scholarships, Poppy Program, Children’s Miracle Network, McGuire’s 
Hospital programs (VA&R), National Child Welfare Programs, Adopt a Cop, 
American Legion Baseball and other community services just to name a few. 
     Our meetings begin at 7:30 p.m.  We hope to see you there.  I look forward to 
another successful year as Commander of Squadron 284, Colonial Heights, Sons 
of The American Legion and working closely with all of the American Legion 
Family, Post 284.   
 
Mark your calendars for these important dates: 
June 13th – Parking Lots 
June 14th – Flag Day (put flags out) 
June 17th – Membership meeting 
June 21st – Father’s Day and Boys/Girl’s State Breakfast 
 
Have a safe and happy summer! 
 
For God and Country, 
George S. Dimirack, Sr. 
Commander  2009-2010 
(804) 526-5212 
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JUNE 3—  HAMBURGER STEAK W/MASHED POTATOES, SALAD             
                    &  A ROLL  
JUNE 24— BAR-B-Q CHICKEN W/POTATO SALAD, SALAD & A  
                    ROLL 
 
THE GRILL AND PIZZA OVEN WILL BE CLOSED ON THESE    
NIGHTS TO ACCOMMODATE THE SPECIAL MENUS.   
 
               BE SURE TO JOIN US FOR FOODS YOU LOVE 
                           AT A PRICE YOU CAN ENJOY. 
 
ALL WEDNESDAY NIGHT SPECIALS ARE $6.00 + TAX. 

NO GREEN CHITS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

8 pm Until ????  

              with 
    Charlotte Roop 
         6 June 

 

Topside Lounge Presents:  Karaoke! 
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              and 
    Judy Carnes 
       20 June 
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���		 If any member of the Legion family is in need of the Chaplain’s 
services in case of illness or death, please notify the Legion so that proper 
actions may be undertaken to assist the family.   
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�����		 Would the person(s) that removed two of the old 
Topside barstools from the Legion Hall basement and two from the Topside 
game room please return them. The barstools in the basement WERE NOT 
for sale. Please understand that the furniture and other items stowed in the 
basement are Post property. Any information contact Tony Morgan or Pat 
Donnelly. Thank you. 

7 

+,�
-./	
0&++�/�&+++,�
-./	
0&++�/�&+++,�
-./	
0&++�/�&+++,�
-./	
0&++�/�&++  

    Summer is here and a lot of our members are spending a lot more 
time outdoors; on vacation, riding the 2-wheeler (keep the shiny side 
up!), or just chilling on the river.  Just don’t forget your lounge is 
here. On days when the weather doesn’t cooperate or you start getting 
cabin fever, come on by the Topside for an afternoon or evening with 
your friends and fellow Legionnaires.  For a little staycation close to 
home, consider stopping by, grab a cold beverage from the lounge 
and enjoy the deck out back. You can even bring your fishing pole 
and license and see what you can haul in from Swift Creek. 
    Knowing that many of our members will be firing up the backyard 
grill and in response to declining attendance, Topside will be cutting 
back on its Wednesday Nite Specials over the summer. We will be 
only be having two Wednesday Nite Specials during June. If partici-
pation is good, we will continue this through the summer. If not, we 
may have to suspend them until later in the year. We also want to 
give our Sunday volunteer cooks a break over the summer so we have 
suspended the Sunday Brunch until the fall just as we did last year.   
    Karaoke will be at the Topside twice during June. Check the News 
& Views for the schedule this month. Some of the old chairs from the 
Topside are still available for purchase from Topside for $10 each. 
Even though they’re nothing fancy, these are great for the game room 
or poker table in the garage. They are sold as is on a first come basis. 
    Thank you for supporting our Sunday Brunch and Wednesday Nite 
Specials this past year. We hope to see you back in the fall to wel-
come those events back. Keep an eye on your News & Views for in-
formation on the schedule. Please come on up for an enjoyable after-
noon or evening at your Post’s social quarters. You can’t find a better 
group of folks to do it with, your own Legion Family.   
   Have a safe summer and don’t forget to stop by. 
 
Tony Morgan 
Clubroom Committee Chairman   
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 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 
 

18 19 20 

21 22 
 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 NOTE: 
July  Mbr 
Meeting 
Wed. 
08 July 

   
 
 
   

Southern Division ALR  1st Tuesday at   6:30 PM  
General Membership Meeting  2nd Thursday at  7:30 P M 
Building & Grounds Meeting  3rd Wednesday at 7:15 P M  
Finance Committee Meeting   Last Thursday at 6:15 P M 
Legion Executive Committee  Last Thursday at 7:30 P M  

12-8 PM    2-10 PM    2-10 PM     2-10 PM     2-10 PM     2-11 PM    2-11PM 
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O 
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N 
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40/8 
CHEM. 
7:30 PM 

B 
I 
N 
G 
O 

B 
I 
N 
G 
O 

B 
I 
N 
G 
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Aux Pot 
Luck 6:30 
Gen Mtg 

7:30 

CLUB/COM 
MTG 

7:00 PM 

40/8 
PROM. 
7:30 PM 

Karaoke 
8 PM—?? 

Bldg/Grds 
7 :15 

Gen Mem 
Mtg 7:30  

SAL 7:30 

ALR  
M tg 

Colonial 
Heights 

American 
Legion Post 

284  

Jr Aux 
M tg 

6:45 PM 

McGuire 
B-Fast 

B 
I 
N 
G 
O 

McGuire 
B-Fast 

Karaoke 
8 PM—?? 

B 
I 
N 
G 
O 

FLAG 
DAY! 

FIN MTG 
6:15 

EXEC/
COM 7:30 

55/Alive  

Father’s 
Day!! 

FLAG 
DISPOSAL 

9 AM 

No Mbr 
Breakfast 
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Dinner Specials Served from 5 to 9 p.m. 
 

JUN   5: Seafood Platter w/Flounder, Oysters & Scallops  
JUN   6: Schnitzel w/German Potato Salad 
JUN 12: T-bone Steak w/Fried Shrimp 
JUN 13: Chicken Cordon Bleu 
JUN 19: Shrimp Scampi�
JUN 20: Baby Back Ribs 
JUN 26: Rib-eye Steak w/Fried Shrimp 
JUN 27: Stuffed Pork Loin 
 
 (All dinners include coffee or tea.  Specials are in addition to regular menu 
items & subject to change/limits due to availability of items. You may order 
anything you want from our regular menu.) 
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JUN 6 –   Karaoke w/ C.J.  8:00 PM UNTIL! 
JUN  9 –  Club Room Committee Meeting – 7:00 PM 
JUN 11 – General Membership Meeting – 7:30 PM 
JUN 20 – Karaoke w/ Lynn Carnes  8:00 PM UNTIL! 

Remember!  All Legion Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion 
members are authorized to visit the TOPSIDE and bring their guests. 
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