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“Try It On For Size”
Meep and Myrna Records
http://www.meepandmyrna.com

�����������	�����������	�����������	�����������	 combines the energy of a power trio with the precision of a finely 
tuned ensemble.  Each member brings a tremendous amount of musical experience and 
diversity to the table.  The versatile rhythm section, with Preston Wood on bass and Todd 
Van Gelder on drums, provides a solid foundation behind guitarist John McCloskey’s soulful 
melodies, solos, and lush chordal playing through jazz standards, James Brown-inspired 
funk, Pat Metheny-inspired fusion, Hendrix-inspired psychedelic rock, Dick Dale-inspired surf 
guitar music, Scott Joplin-inspired ragtime, and Commander Cody-inspired rockabilly.  Their 
debut CD, “Try It On For Size,” on McCloskey’s Meep and Myrna label, features 5 of 
McCloskey’s original compositions as well as covers in all of the styles mentioned above.  If 
you are looking for a fun-filled evening with a diverse selection of music, then try this 3 Piece 
Suit on for size!

For bookings, contact John McCloskey at:
E-mail: meepandmyrna@verizon.net
Website: http://www.3PieceSuitPowerTrio.com
Phone: (301) 513-0691
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John has been playing guitar for over 25 years.  He has drawn inspiration and 
influence from a diverse range of guitarists that includes Jimi Hendrix, John 
McLaughlin, Robert Fripp, Frank Zappa, Joe Pass, Wes Montgomery, Pat Martino, 
and Pat Metheny.  When he first arrived in D.C. in the late ’80’s, he took a few lessons 
from Steve Abshire before pursing an extensive period of study with Paul Bollenback.  
He has played in many jazz and rock bands in the D.C area, including One Color 
Coalition (with Preston), Thin Air, On the Rocks, the Dark Aether Project, the Jazz 
Detour (also with Preston), and Outta Scope (with Todd).  John also does his share of 
writing; 3 Piece Suit’s “Try It On For Size” CD features 5 of John’s original 
compositions.  John has built a 24-track studio in his home in which he engineered 
and produced “Try It On For Size” as well as Outta Scope’s “Time Machine” CD.  Both 
CDs were released on his independent label, Meep and Myrna Records.   By day, 
John supports his family and his musical habit by working as an electronics engineer 
at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center.
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Todd has been playing drums for over 30 years. In his mid teens he worked as a 
studio drummer with composer Les Ledo and his drumming was heard on major radio 
commercials throughout the New York City metro area. In the 1980's he studied at 
Berklee College of Music, where he focused on performance and audio engineering. 
He holds a degrees in TV Production/Engineering and Music from Emerson College. 
As a composer, he co-wrote the music for "Kidsaid", a collection of music for kids with 
fellow composer Miche Booz. In addition to playing several instruments and singing on 
Kidsaid, he also engineered and produced the release. As both a drummer and 
vocalist, he has performed with Outta Scope, Speed Limit, Knee-Deep in the Marsh, 
the Inlaws, Sailin' Shoes, the Deacons, Class Action, the City, Friend of Phil and Mark 
Stanley. In addition to working with renowned teachers at Berklee, Mr. Van Gelder has 
studied with jazz great Adam Nussbaum. Versed in jazz, rock, R&B, blues, funk and 
Latin styles, Mr. Van Gelder is often called to join groups for pick-up gigs at weddings, 
parties and corporate events. Since his family insists on eating, Mr. Van Gelder also 
works as a Senior Systems Analyst at the National Institutes of Health. 
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A studio musician veteran and live performer, Preston has studied jazz at the 
University of Maryland with the late Dr. George Ross, and has played jazz, rock, 
blues, and country in the Washington D.C. metro area for over two decades.  He has 
performed with Layers, The Jazz Detour (with John), Stewart Walden, One Color 
Coalition (also with John), The Jay Feldman Quartet, John Bell and Bang Zoom, 
Skelp, 13 Months Pregnant, BlooStoo, Ed Becker and Crusade, Rude Bondage, 
Concrete Head, Loving Jennifer, Double Take, Cinema, After Hours, and House of 
Bryan. 

http://www.3PieceSuitPowerTrio.com
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Below is a representive list of tunes in 3 Piece Suit’s repertoire.
With this wide variety, we can tailor our setlists for different venues.

http://www.3PieceSuitPowerTrio.com

ORIGINALS
Conga Man (latin)
Cussed and Discussed (swing)
Hunt the Funk (funk)
Suspension Bridge (latinish fusion)
Violet Mist (swing)

JAZZ STANDARDS
Bright Size Life (Pat Metheny)
Caravan (Duke Ellington)
Chitlins Con Carne (Kenny Burrell)
Dolphin Dance (Herbie Hancock)
El Hombre (Pat Martino)
Freddie Freeloader (Miles Davis)
Footprints (Wayne Shorter)
How Insensitive (Antonio Carlos Jobim)
Impressions (John Coltrane)
Invitation (Kaper/Washington)
Maiden Voyage (Herbie Hancock)
Mercy Mercy Mercy (Joe Zawinul)
Milestones (Miles Davis)
Moanin' (Bobbie Timmons)
Night In Tunisia (Dizzy Gillespie)
Round Midnight (Thelonius Monk)
St. Thomas (Sonny Rollins)
Stolen Moments (Oliver Nelson)
Straight No Chaser (Thelonius Monk)
Sunflower (Freddie Hubbard)
Wave (Antonio Carlos Jobim)

RAGTIME
Maple Leaf Rag (Scott Joplin; on our CD)

FUNK/R&B
Cissy Strut (Meters)
Funk #49 (James Gang)
Get Up (I Feel Like Being a) Sex Machine 

(James Brown)
Thank You Falettinme Be Mice Elf Again  

(Sly & the Family Stone)
Mr. Lee (Candy Dulfer; on our CD)
Pick Up the Pieces (Average White Band; 

on our CD)
Thank You Falettinme Be Mice Elf Agin 

(Sly & the Family Stone)

ROCK
Black Magic Woman
Crossroads
Fly Like an Eagle (Steve Miller)
Frankenstein (Edgar Winter)
Josie (Steely Dan)
Susie Q (CCR)
Testify (unknown writer; inspired by Stevie 

Ray Vaughan's version)
Third Stone from the Sun (Jimi Hendrix)
What is and What Should Never Be (Led 

Zeppelin)

ROCKABILLY
Hot Rod Lincoln (inspired by Commander 

Cody version)

SURF
Miserlou (inspired by Dick Dale’s version)
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�����������	2 debut CD is called “Try It 
On For Size," a 2007 release on guitarist John 
McCloskey's Meep and Myrna Records label. It 
was recorded at Meep and Myrna Studios (John's 
home studio) in College Park, Maryland.

1. GET UP (I FEEL LIKE BEING A) SEX MACHINE (James Brown, Bobby Byrd, Ronald Lenhoff)

2. VIOLET MIST (J. McCloskey)

3. CONGA MAN (J. McCloskey)

4. SUSPENSION BRIDGE (J. McCloskey)

5. PICK UP THE PIECES (Ball, Duncan, Gorrie, Stuart, Mcintosh, Mcintyre)

6. HUNT THE FUNK (J. McCloskey)

7. CUSSED AND DISCUSSED (J. McCloskey)

8. STOLEN MOMENTS (Oliver Nelson)

9. MR. LEE (Ulco Bed)

10. MAPLE LEAF RAG (Scott Joplin/arranged for power trio by J. McCloskey)

11. THIRD STONE FROM THE SUN (Jimi Hendrix)

12. WANNA BET? (Traditional, arranged by John McCloskey)

13. MISERLOU (Nicholas Roubanis)

14. HOT ROD LINCOLN (Charles Ryan, W.S. Stevenson)

Audio samples and ordering information are available at: 

http://www.3PieceSuitPowerTrio.com

Meep and Myrna Records
http://www.meepandmyrna.com

John McCloskey: guitar & vocals 
Preston Wood: bass 
Todd Van Gelder: drums

Cover design by Victoria Buckland
Engineered and produced by John McCloskey
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October 12, 2007
College Perk, College Park, MD
http://www.collegeperk.org/

Sept. 21, 2007
New Deal Café, Greenbelt, MD
http://www.newdealcafe.com/

June 3, 2007
Private Retirement Party

Berwyn Presbyterian Church, Berwyn Heights, MD

April 29, 2007
College Perk, College Park, MD

Instrumental Music Showcase hosted by Cliff Art
http://www.cliffart.com/

meepandmyrna@verizon.net
http://www.meepandmyrna.com
(301) 513-0691

Bookings:
Meep and Myrna Productions

(John McCloskey)

http://www.3PieceSuitPowerTrio.com
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“Try It On For Size” CD
is featured regularly on 
“Dave’s Record Collection”
WMUC FM, 88.1 FM
University of Maryland
College Park
Listen online at:
http://wmucradio.com/

A man with this many 
records knows a good 
power trio when he 
hears one!

http://www.3PieceSuitPowerTrio.com

“Dave’s Record Collection” airs 6:00-9:00PM Saturdays 
and is hosted by Dave Sisson, a friend of John 
McCloskey’s and an ardent ���'"�"��&'( fan.

Learn more about Dave’s program at: 
http://davesrecordcollection.sissons.org/
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