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2.00 Definition: A FOUL TIP is a batted ball that goes sharp and direct from the bat
to the catcher's hands and is legally caught. It is not a foul tip unless caught and
any foul tip that is caught is a strike, and the ball is in play. It is not a catch if it

is a rebound, unless the ball has first touched the catcher's glove or hand.

2.00 Definition: ORDINARY EFFORT is the effort that a fielder of average skill at a
position in that league or classification of leagues should exhibit on a play, with due
consideration given to the condition of the field and weather conditions.

Rule 2.00 (Ordinary Effort) Comment: This standard, called for several times in
the Official Scoring Rules (e.g., Rules 10.05(a)(3), 10.05(a)(4), 10.05(a)(6),
10.05(b)(3) (Base Hits); 10.08(b) (Sacrifices); 10.12(a)(1) Comment,

10.12(d)(2) (Errors); and 10.13(a), 10.13(b) (Wild Pitches and Passed Balls))

and in the Official Baseball Rules (e.g., Rule 2.00 (Infield Fly)), is an objective
standard in regard to any particular fielder. In other words, even if a fielder makes
his best effort, if that effort falls short of what an average fielder at that position in
that league would have made in a situation, the official scorer should charge that
fielder with an error.

Rule 6.05 A batter is out when --

(k) In running the last half of the distance from home base to first base,
while the ball is being fielded to first base, he runs outside (to the right of)
the three-foot line, or inside (to the left of) the foul line, and in the
umpire’s judgment in so doing interferes with the fielder taking the throw
at first base, in which case the ball is dead; except that he may run outside
(to the right of) the three-foot line or inside (to the left of) the foul line to
avoid a fielder attempting to field a batted ball;

Rule 6.05(k) Comment: The lines marking the three-foot lane are a part
of that lane and a batter-runner is required to have both feet within the
three-foot lane or on the lines marking the lane. The batter-runner is
permitted to exit the three-foot lane by means of a step, stride, reach or
slide in the immediate vicinity of first base for the sole purpose of
touching first base.

10.04 RUNS BATTED IN

(a) Credit the batter with a run batted in for every run which reaches home base because
of the batter's safe hit, sacrifice bunt, sacrifice fly, infield out or fielder's choice; or which
is forced over the plate by reason of the batter becoming a runner with the bases full (on
a base on balls, or an award of first base for being touched by a pitched ball, or for
interference or obstruction).

(1) Credit a run batted in for the run scored by the batter who hits a home run. Credit a
run batted in for each runner who is on base when the home run is hit and who scores
ahead of the batter who hits the home run.

(2) Credit a run batted in for the run scored when, before two are out, an error is made
on a play on which a runner from third base ordinarily would score.

(b) Do not credit a run batted in when the batter grounds into a force double play or a
reverse force double play.

(c) Do not credit a run batted in when a fielder is charged with an error because he muffs
a throw at first base which would have completed a force double play.

(d) Scorer's judgment must determine whether a run batted in shall be credited for a run
which scores when a fielder holds the ball, or throws to a wrong base. Ordinarily, if the
runner keeps going, credit a run batted in; if the runner stops and takes off again when
he notices the misplay, credit the run as scored on a fielder's choice.



10.15 WILD PITCHES, PASSED BALLS

(a) A wild pitch shall be charged when a legally delivered ball is so high, or so
wide, or so low that the catcher does not stop and control the ball by ordinary
effort, thereby permitting a runner or runners to advance. (1) A wild pitch shall

be charged when a legally delivered ball touches the ground before reaching home
plate and is not handled by the catcher, permitting a runner or runners to advance.
(b) A catcher shall be charged with a passed ball when he fails to hold or to control
a legally pitched ball which should have been held or controlled with ordinary
effort, thereby permitting a runner or runners to advance.

10.18 EARNED RUNS

An earned run is a run for which the pitcher is held accountable. In determining earned
runs, the inning should be reconstructed without the errors (which include catcher’s
interference) and passed balls, and the benefit of the doubt should always be given to the
pitcher in determining which bases would have been reached by errorless play. For the
purpose of determining earned runs, an intentional base on balls, regardless of the
circumstances, shall be construed in exactly the same manner as any other base on balls.
(a) An earned run shall be charged every time a runner reaches home base by the aid of
safe hits, sacrifice bunts, a sacrifice fly, stolen bases, putouts, fielder’s choices, bases on
balls, hit batters, balks or wild pitches (including a wild pitch on third strike which
permits a batter to reach first base) before fielding chances have been offered to put out
the offensive team. For the purpose of this rule, a defensive interference penalty shall be
construed as a fielding chance.

(1) A wild pitch is solely the pitcher’s fault, and contributes to an earned run just as a
base on balls or a balk.

(b) No run shall be earned when scored by a runner who reaches first base (1) on a hit or
otherwise after his time at bat is prolonged by a muffed foul fly; (2) because of
interference or obstruction or (3) because of any fielding error.

(c) No run shall be earned when scored by a runner whose life is prolonged by an error,
if such runner would have been put out by errorless play.

(d) No run shall be earned when the runner’s advance is aided by an error, a passed ball,
or defensive interference or obstruction, if the scorer judges that the run would not have
scored without the aid of such misplay.

(e) An error by a pitcher is treated exactly the same as an error by any other fielder in
computing earned runs.

(f) Whenever a fielding error occurs, the pitcher shall be given the benefit of the doubt in
determining to which bases any runners would have advanced had the fielding of the
defensive team been errorless.

(g) When pitchers are changed during an inning, the relief pitcher shall not be charged
with any run (earned or unearned) scored by a runner who was on base at the time he
entered the game, nor for runs scored by any runner who reaches base on a fielder’s
choice which puts out a runner left on base by the preceding pitcher.

NOTE: It is the intent of this rule to charge each pitcher with the number of runners he
put on base, rather than with the individual runners. When a pitcher puts runners on
base, and is relieved, he shall be charged with all runs subsequently scored up to and
including the number of runners he left on base when he left the game, unless such
runners are put out without action by the batter, i.e., caught stealing, picked off base, or
called out for interference when a batter-runner does not reach first base on the play.
EXCEPTION: see example 7.

EXAMPLES:

(1) P1 walks A and is relieved by P2. B grounds out, sending A to second. C flies out. D
singles, scoring A. Charge run to P1.

(2) P1 walks A and is relieved by P2. B forces A at second. C grounds out, sending B to
second. D singles, scoring B. Charge run to P1.

(3) P1 walks A and is relieved by P2. B singles, sending A to third. C grounds to short,



and A is out at home, B going to second. D flies out. E singles, scoring B. Charge run to
P1.
(4) P1 walks A and is relieved by P2. B walks. C flies out. A is picked off second. D
doubles, scoring B from first. Charge run to P2.
(5) P1 walks A and is relieved by P2. P2 walks B and is relieved by P3. C forces A at third.
D forces B at third. E hits home run, scoring three runs. Charge one run to P1; one run
to P2, one run to P3.
(6) P1 walks A, and is relieved by P2, P2 walks B. C singles, filling the bases. D forces A at
home. E singles, scoring B and C. Charge one run to P1 and one run to P2.
(7) P1 walks A, and is relieved by P2. P2 allows B to single, but A is out trying for third. B
takes second on the throw. C singles, scoring B. Charge run to P2.
(h) A relief pitcher shall not be held accountable when the first batter to whom he
pitches reaches first base on four called balls if such batter has a decided advantage in
the ball and strike count when pitchers are changed.
(1) If, when pitchers are changed, the count is
2 balls, no strike,
2 balls, 1 strike,
3 balls, no strike,
3 balls, 1 strike,
3 balls, 2 strikes,
and the batter gets a base on balls, charge that batter and the base on balls to
the preceding pitcher, not to the relief pitcher.
(2) Any other action by such batter, such as reaching base on a hit, an error, a
fielder’s choice, a force-out, or being touched by a pitched ball, shall cause
such a batter to be charged to the relief pitcher.
NOTE: The provisions of 10.18(h)(2) shall not be construed as affecting or conflicting
with the provisions of 10.18(g).
(3) If, when pitchers are changed, the count is
2 balls, 2 strikes,
1 ball, 2 strikes,
1 ball, 1 strike,
1 ball, no strike,
no ball, 2 strikes,
no ball, 1 strike,
charge that batter and his actions to the relief pitcher.
(i) When pitchers are changed during an inning, the relief pitcher shall not have the
benefit of previous chances for outs not accepted in determining earned runs.
NOTE: It is the intent of this rule to charge relief pitchers with earned runs for which
they are solely responsible. In some instances, runs charged as earned against the relief
pitcher can be charged as unearned against the team.
EXAMPLES:
(1) With two out, P1 walks A. B reaches base on an error. P2 relieves P1. C hits home run,
scoring three runs. Charge two unearned runs to P1, one earned run to P2.
(2) With two out, P1 walks A and B and is relieved by P2. C reaches base on an error. D
hits home run, scoring four runs. Charge two unearned runs to P1, two unearned runs to
P2.
(3) With none out, P1 walks A. B reaches base on an error. P2 relieves P1. C hits home
run, scoring three runs. D and E strike out. F reaches base on an error. G hits home run,
scoring two runs. Charge two runs, one earned, to P1. Charge three runs, one earned, to
P2.

10.19 SAVES FOR RELIEF PITCHERS

A save is a statistic credited to a relief pitcher, as set forth in this Rule 10.19.

The official scorer shall credit a pitcher with a save when such pitcher meets all four of
the following conditions:

(a) He is the finishing pitcher in a game won by his team;



(b) He is not the winning pitcher;

(c) He is credited with at least a third of an inning pitched; and

(d) He satisfies one of the following conditions:

(1) He enters the game with a lead of no more than three runs and pitches for at least one
inning;

(2) He enters the game, regardless of the count, with the potential tying run either on
base, or at bat or on deck (that is, the potential tying run is either already on base or is
one of the first two batters he faces); or

(3) He pitches for at least three innings.




