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UPLIFT WAR 
By David Brin 

  
 The galaxies are full of  aliens— and they mostly don’t like us.  
David Brin’s Uplift series imagines a universe filled with alien races 
bound in the endless cycle of  Uplift– the planned raising of  beings to the 
level of  sapience and indenture for the service to their patrons.  But 
humanity doesn’t fit into the pattern having achieved this on their own.  
That’s not all; we’ve raised up two other species from our world, have a 
biodiversity that aliens envy and finally have discovered a valuable secret 
about the prehistory of  the universe and are unwilling to share.  For the 
colonists of  Garth, freedom is about to be suspended. The invading 
Gubru are determined to have a stake in the developing interest in 
humanity.  The one thing the alien birds have not counted on is that 
humans tend to think outside the hidebound rules that run the Galactic 
community.  So when the alien subjugation is at its worst it’s up to the 
freedom fighters, their alien Tymbrimi general and the one lone free 
human to take the war to them in creative ways that will break the 
occupation’s back. Exciting and inventive or overly humorous and 
contrived— you tell us… 
 
 

-Tonight’s cover awesomeness is thanks to JA Starr. 
 

-January’s book is Infoquake by David Louis Edeleman 
 

-Check out the website at:      
http://mysite.verizon.net/res89guj/ 
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New Releases 
 

        Upcoming Books For December: 
 

-Baker, Kage -The Empress of Mars  

-Blaylock, James P. - Knights of the Cornerstone  

-Butcher, Jim - Princeps' Fury  

-Carl, Lillian Stewart, & Martin H. Greenberg - The Vorkosigan  

 Companion  
-Dick, Philip K. - Nick and the Glimmung  

-Disch, Thomas M. - The Proteus Sails Again  

-Erikson, Steven -The Lees of Laughter's End  

-Finlay, Virgil - Virgil Finlay: Future/Past  

-Grant, John -The City in These Pages   

-Irvine, Alex - Mystery Hill   

-Jones, Gwyneth - Spirit: The Princess of Bois Dormant  

-Lackey, Mercedes, ed. - Moving Targets and Other Tales of  

 Valdemar  
-Lake, Jay - Madness of Flowers  

-Palmer, Stephen - Urbis Morpheos   

-Phillips, Holly - The Engine's Child  

-Priest, Cherie - Fathom  

-Priest, Cherie - Those Who Remain There Still  

-Resnick, Mike - Kilimanjaro: A Fable of Utopia  

-Rich, Mark - Across the Sky  

-Rowling, J. K. - The Tales of Beedle the Bard  

-Simmons, Dan -Muse of Fire  

-Wexler, Robert Freeman - The Painting and the City  

-Witcover, Paul - Everland and Other Stories  

 

 
 

Upcoming Books For January: 
 

-Bakker, R. Scott - The Judging Eye  

-Baxter, Stephen - Starfall  

-Bradbury, Ray - We'll Always Have Paris  

-Bujold, Lois McMaster - The Sharing Knife: Horizon  

-Cherryh, C. J. - Regenesis  

-Gilman, Felix - The Gears of the City  

-Kiernan, Caitlín R. - A Is for Alien  

-Marusek, David - Mind Over Ship  

-Morgan, Richard K. - The Steel Remains  

-Reynolds, Alastair - The Six Directions of Space  

-Roberson, Chris - End of the Century  

-Roberts, Adam - Yellow Blue Tibia  

      -Stroud, Jonathan - The Heroes of the Valley  

 

 

 



THE PRINTED WORLD 
 
 

-In keeping with the theme, the awards for the International Horror Guild were 
announced on October 31st: 
 Novel: The Terror by Dan Simmons  
Long Fiction: Softspoken by Lucius Shepard  
Mid-Length Fiction: "Closet Dreams" by Lisa Tuttle  
Short Fiction: "Honey in the Wound" by Nancy Etchemendy  
 
 

-The World Fantasy Awards were presented on November 2nd at the World 
Fantasy convention in Calgary, Canada: 
Novel: Ysabel by Guy Gavriel Kay  
Novella: Illyria by Elizabeth Hand  
Short Story: "Singing of Mount Abora" by Theodora Goss  
 
 

-Michael Crichton author of The Andromeda Strain, Jurassic Park and Timeline, 
which WTS read in 2001, passed away at age 66 on November 4th.  For some 
time Crichton was privately battling cancer according to family members. 
 
 

-Mike Mignola, creator of Hellboy, is hard at work on a  spin off series called 
Witchfinder.  Based around a Victorian detective character called Sir Edward 
Grey, who briefly appeared in the Hellboy comic, the new comic takes place in 
London in 1872 and has a Holmesian feel with all of the typical occult elements.  
Mignola says the miniseries for the character will take place in the old west with 
another installment perhaps in Paris.  Mignola says he would be happy to see the 
series make the transition to a movie because no one is making films like his 
premise. 
 
 

-Apex Book Company is now open until November 30th for submissions of dark 
science fiction in the 50k to 100k range.  The company also produces the Apex 
SF & Horror Digest. 
 
 

-Neil Gaiman recently sold 3 nonfiction books to William  
Morrow.  Two are as of yet untitled and will deal with material from his blog, but 
the third is Monkey and Me: China and the Journey to the West. The subtitle 
refers to a classical Chinese text by Wu Cheng’en which inspired Gaiman.  China 
made and impression on Gaiman during his first trip in 2007 and his more recent 
one has spurred him on to write about his adventures following the footsteps of 
a seventh century monk. 
 

 
 



 
 

-Marc Forster, the man behind the direction of Quantum of Solace, was recently given 
the reins of the film version of the book World War Z.  Max Brook, the son of Mel Brooks 
and Anne Bancroft,  wrote the novel as an oral history of the survivors of the war 
against the ravenous undead.  Babylon 5 creator J. Michael Straczynski is writing the 
screenplay for the movie. 
 
-The End of Eternity may be on its way to the big screen.  New Regency has purchased 
the rights to Isaac Asimov’s 1955 novel about time travel.  New Regency isn’t the first 
one that’s taken a swing at this project.  Paramount, Ridley Scott and Tom Cruise were 
putting together an effort, which unfortunately failed.  
  
-The score of The Dark Knight has been disqualified for Oscar consideration due to 
technicalities in the application which listed 5 names while the music is generally 
attributed to Hans Zimmer and James Newton Howard.  The soundtrack of the prior film 
also suffered from the same fate. The other collaborators signed an affidavit citing that 
Zimmer & Newton were responsible to 60-70% of the music. 
 
-Typical of Pixar productions, when WALL*E was released on 11-18-08 it came with a 
new short.  This one features a character who was briefly on screen, a welding robot 
named BURN*E.  The action of the short takes place in the background of the main 
movie, similar to the short in The Incredibles.   
  
-From Abe Sapien to Frankenstein’s monster– Doug Jones is someone who does well by 
staying in Guillermo del Toro’s good graces.  When caught at the premiere of the DVD 
release for Hellboy II : The Golden Army, Jones opined that while he might be 
interested in a part in del Toro’s Hobbit, he hadn’t heard anything yet.  Word came from 
another reporter who’d spoken to del Toro who commented that he was considering 
Jones for the part of Frankenstein’s monster in his re-imagining of the classic tale.  
Jones seemed elated at the prospect.   
 
-Harry Potter buffs will recognize the actor playing Edward in the recently released 
Twilight, based on the book by Stephanie Meyer, from his former role as Cedric Digory 
in The Goblet of Fire. 
 
-After Stardust, the next Neil Gaiman book to make its way to the large screen will be 
Coraline, a cautionary tale set in modern times.  The movie coming in February 2009 is 
done in stop motion and features the voices of Terri Hatcher and Dakota Fanning.   
 
 
 
 



-Apparently the lack of view support is My Own Worst Enemy’s downfall as NBC has 
cancelled the show and put a stop to production after the 9th episode.  No word as to 
what will fill the spot after Heroes. 
 
-With Legend of the Seeker rolling into its fourth episode, HBO must assume that 
swords and horses is once again a viable commodity as they have green lighted the 
production of a pilot for a series based upon the massive George R.R. Martin series A 
Song of Ice and Fire that begins with A Game of Thrones.  HBO acquired the rights to 
the books about 2 years ago.   
 
-The CW and the WB have pulled their support from the development of The Graysons.  
Designed to focus on the life of Dick “DJ” Grayson before the fateful events that lead 
him to become Batman’s sidekick Robin, the networks originally envisioned the show to 
fill the void left by Smallville at the end of its run.  The president of Warner Brother’s 
Pictures Group who initially backed the idea has withdrawn his support. 
 
-For some good news, Skiffy has decided to back its new show Sanctuary by ordering a 
second season.  The show will resume production in beginning of next year for another 
13 episodes.   
 
-Stargate : Universe’s development continues apace.  Wright and Cooper, from both 
prior series will once again executive produce.  Preliminary concept art was produced 
and ideas are being considered for initial episodes.  While casting is in consideration no 
word of names has leaked to the public.  A first draft of the script is scheduled to be 
delivered before the end of the year.  The goal is be able to debut the show with a two 
hour premiere next summer.   
 
-Battlestar Galactica returns for its final run on January 16th.  The remaining 10 
episodes will set the finale on March 20th.  Action will pick up from this year’s cliffhanger 
where Galactica discovered Earth to be a nuclear wasteland.  
 
     For those of you that enjoy trailers:  
-May is a way off but that’s not stopping the release of the second trailer for J.J. Abrams 
Star Trek (May 8, 2009) film.  Bundled with the latest Bond flick Quantum of Solace, the 
second trailer hit theaters on November 14th. 
 
-A little further down the road in July is the latest Harry Potter movie, Harry Potter and 
the Half Blood Prince (July 17, 2009) and its first trailer is now available on the web.  
 
-A second Watchmen (March 6, 2009) trailer is now online. 
 
-The Day the Earth Stood Still’s (December 12, 2008) latest trailer  
debuted on MTV.  The trailer shows more of Gort and Fox launched a contest called 
Gort Lives where fans are invited to send in their artwork based upon the destructive 
robot.  Winners will be displayed in IMAX theaters and included in the DVD release.  
 

 



Tillyer’s News from the High Frontier  
 

-Hubble takes us along the journey of planet hunting– They look like a squared 

off series of pixels against a dark background, but the images represent the first 

visible light image of another world outside our solar system.  This isn’t a big 

surprise in that the Hubble telescope has long been touted as capable of this  

feat– but now there it is.  We can see another world.  Fomalhaut b is not going to be 

anybody’s destination any time soon.  Massing three Jupiter’s and slowly revolving 

about its primary at a leisurely 872 years per circuit, the world is 25 light years 

away.  Observations in 2004 found a dust belt around the primary which indicated 

potential planetary formation.  Several bright objects were listed as possible planets 

and the return observation in 2006 confirmed the motion of Fomalhaut b.  But what 

does this mean in the big picture?  To observe the planet astronomers had to discern 

something that was one billion times dimmer than a typical star.  This is a jovian 

world so to take the next step and find rocky worlds, Hubble must be able to define 

its field of view even further.  This is not an immediate process; the initial 

observations of the system were done in 2001.  As technology improves and with 

care and patience, exploration continues– for now the inferences of extra-solar 

planets are no more because we have visible proof. 

 

 

-Overhead, right now the sun is magnetically linking to the earth– Flux 

Transfer Events occur all the time apparently.  Until recently, most scientists 

believed that the magnetic field of the earth and sun had a stable relationship where 

the solar wind brought various charged particles into the earth’s field.  Now evidence 

found by the Themis, a series of five NASA probes and four European Space Agency 

Cluster probes have all flown through a massive cylinder that links for brief periods 

the fields of the sun and the earth dumping charged particles before closing once 

again.  The cylinder which forms on the daylight side of the earth is about the same 

width as our planet and 93 million miles long with its terminus at the sun.  The FTE’s 

are not static and occur approximately every eight minutes; however the connections 

are not consistent in transfer being classed as Active or Passive based upon the 

dynamics of particle or field transfer.   

 

 

-Liquid Mirror Telescopes on the Moon– Maybe we’ve just been trying to build 

the big telescopes in the wrong spot and from the wrong stuff.  Newton knew that a 

liquid spinning evenly in a shallow container would assume a parabolic shape.  

Building upon that knowledge since 1992, scientist Ermano F. Borra has been 

studying the concept of the liquid mirror telescope.  Built in 2005 the Canadian Large 

Zenith telescope which has a liquid mercury mirror measuring 6 meters in diameter 

and cost less than 1 million dollars to build which is only a few percent of the actual 

cost of a solid mirror telescope.  Why the moon?  Well the necessity of the speed of 

the spinning mirror is decreased due to the lesser gravity and the lack of atmosphere 

adds to the clarity.  Mercury however will not work as the liquid basis for the mirror 

on the moon as it will evaporate in the lunar vacuum.  The solution is ionic liquids 

which are equivalent to molten salts which would not boil away or degrade in 

vacuum.  A thin layer of silver mere nanometers thick over top of the liquid would 

complete the mirror and a secondary set of mirrors would allow the telescope to be 

aimed.  Borra believes it maybe possible to create mirrors as large as 100 meters.  



 


