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REVELATION SPACE 
By Alastair Reynolds 

 Whether you are in the depths of Chasm City, the Rust 
Belt, the wilds or cities of Resurgam or aboard the 

lighthugger Nostalgia for Infinity there is one question—who 

do you trust?  It’s a cold universe Alastair Reynolds has 

devised and the secrets that everyone keeps increases the 

value of trust a hundredfold.  Beyond the personal truths 
that Daniel Sylveste hide about the father whose electronic 

ghost haunts and possesses him; of Captain Brennan barely 

alive disappearing under the Melding Plague yet still 

manipulating the crew of the Nostalgia for Infinity and Anna 

Khouri one time soldier, one time assassin, now carrying two 
artificial intelligences in her mind, lie the darkest secrets of 

the past of the galaxy itself.  Secrets that despite the best 

efforts of aliens with vastly superior technology may yet 

come to the light of day.   
 In their day the Amarantin were in many ways similar 

to the humans of 2561– or were they?  Dan Sylveste is on a 

personal crusade to unveil the truth about this ancient  

culture and there is little that will stand in his way.  Even 

though he is mindful of the Event, a cataclysm the destroyed 
all life on their homeworld of Resurgam, Sylveste will push 

and push until he has the truth– even if the cost is another 

apocalypse.  Is it too complicated with no likeable 

characters, an amazing first novel or something in between– 

speak out and let your opinion be known... 

April’s book is The Furies of Calderon by Jim Butcher 
Check out the WATCH THE SKIES website at:      

http://mysite.verizon.net/res89guj/ 
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New Releases 
AprilAprilAprilApril    2009200920092009    

  

Bellairs, John • Magic Mirrors  

Bishop, Michael, ed. • Passing for Human  

Blaylock, James P. • Metamorphosis  

Bova, Ben • The Immortality Factor  

Bradbury, Ray • Marionettes, Inc.  

Butcher, Jim • Turn Coat  

Clare, Cassandra • The Mortal Instruments, Book Three: City of 

Glass  
Datlow, Ellen, ed. • Nebula Awards Showcase 2009  

Datlow, Ellen, & Terri Windling, eds. • Troll's Eye View  

Hamilton, Peter F. • The Temporal Void  

Irvine, Alexander C. • Buyout  

Jones, Gwyneth • The Buonarotti Quartet  

Jones, Gwyneth • Grazing the Long Acre  

Lake, Jay, & Nick Gevers, eds. • Other Earths  

Langan, John • House of Windows  

Le Guin, Ursula K. • Cheek by Jowl: Essays  

Lisle, Holly • The Silver Door  

McKenna, Juliet E. • Irons in the Fire 

Monette, Sarah • Corambis  

Rawn, Melanie • Fire Raiser  

Sawyer, Robert J. • WWW: Wake  

Scalzi, John • The God Engine  

Stross, Charles • The Revolution Business  

Wexler, Robert Freeman • The Painting and the City  

Witcover, Paul • Everland and Other Stories  

Wrede, Patricia C. • Thirteenth  

Zivkovic, Zoran • The Book, The Writer, The Reader  

 
 



THE PRINTED WORLD 
-Contrary to prior reporting, the good news is Realms of Fantasy is 
not closing.  Warren Lapine, well known former editor of Weird Tales, 
purchased the magazine and will produce it through his Tir Na Nog 
press.  While the magazine is overstocked on fiction, they are 
accepting art submissions.  Lapine said that he plans to have the next 
issue out by May in an attempt to limit the amount of interruption to 
only one issue. 
-Ballots for the World Fantasy Awards have gone out to members of 
the convention.  Members can nominate up to two candidates for 
each category and ballots must be postmarked by June 30th.  The 
awards will presented at the convention held in San Jose, CA from 
Oct. 29th through Nov. 1st. 
-Random House is following suit with other publishers such as Baen 
Books in making the initial books in their held series available as free 
e-books. Random House released works by Harry Turtledove, Naomi 
Novik, Robin Hobb and Kim Stanley Robinson through Suvudu, Scribd 
and Stanza. Coming soon are free releases from Terry Brooks and 
Elizabeth Moon. 
-The Spectrum Art Competition announced its awards for the 
16th year.  The winning art will be collected into the annual 
anthology which will feature the gold and silver winners in each 
category and published in October.  
 -Penguin Books has unveiled the cover to the sixth book in the 
Hitchhiker’s Guide trilogy written by Eoin Colfer. And Another Thing . . 
. will be released on October 12th.  Pan MacMillan which holds the 
rights to Adams paperbacks will reissue an original each month until 
the release with newly added introductions.  
-Philip Jose Farmer passed away on February 25th at the age of 
91.  He was responsible for 60 plus novels and more than 100 short 
stories.  Farmer is best know for his Riverworld Series and received 
several Hugos for both novels and stories.   
-Compton Crook Finalists were just announced: 
Into the Storm by Taylor Anderson  
Black Ships by Jo Graham 
Singularity's Ring by Paul Melko  
The Way of Shadows by Brent Weeks  



 

-You wouldn’t wish it on anyone, but Watchmen was 
beaten out by Race to Witch Mountain in its second week. 
While Watchmen started with the best opening weekend, a 
number of people in the community encouraged moviegoers 
to see the film as second time in hopes to offset the drop off 
that occurs with a highly anticipated movie.  Currently 
Watchmen has in 86 million dollars.  All told, the film cost 
150 million dollars to make.  On the other hand, even 
though Zak Snyder sworn he would never make a sequel, 
the cast members have admitted there is a clause in their 
contracts for one... 
-Zennie Abrahm would like to remind you that while Star 
Trek the movie is going to be a blockbuster, San Francisco is 
just not done correctly. The fan and YouTube poster has a 
brief video in which he states his case that the size of the 
buildings in the eyeblink shot of San Francisco are simply too 
large for two reasons.  One they are 100 times larger than 
the current buildings. Looking at pictures from the past and 
comparing them to the present indicates that the projected 
growth is all too much. Secondly, the zoning laws and 
community as a whole would never condone such large 
buildings. There you have it—over to you J.J. . . . 
-For news Who-vian, it sounds as though the promised 
three feature length productions will now be four as David 
Tennant rounds out the end of his career as the tenth 
timelord.  One will be out around Easter, “The Planet of the 
Dead” and the other three closer to Christmas, with the final 
ones as a two parter.  These are all loosely interlinked as an 
arc explaining the revelation of Matt Smith as the Eleventh 
Doctor.  Davies will only say this of the Doctor’s final (Cont. 



episode, in which the Doctor will once again meet the Ood 
and his song will end. Matt Smith’s companion is rumored to 
be Hannah Murray.  But what of the Doctor’s mechanical 
companion? While K9 and Company was a one episode 
wonder back in the day and new spin off is coming featuring 
the metal canine.  This time around the format is a half hour 
long and the redoubtable hound demonstrates and ability 
thought to only be available to timelords.  K9’s regeneration 
leaves behind the clunky, dowdy model for a newer high 
tech version.   
-Micky Rourke and Scarlett Johansson will round out the 
primary villains for Iron Man II as Whiplash and Black 
Widow, respectively.   
-Do you pronounce SyFy the same was as Skiffy but 
without the special “k”?  Apparently the SciFi channel has 
decided to change its name because the executives feel that 
the SciFi does not accurately reflect the full programming 
available to its viewers. Also they will be using a new tag line 
“Imagine Greater” Apparently the fix instead of upgrading 
programming and removing wrestling is to call the rose by 
any other name and you need only imagine greater things 
than what you’re likely to see… But you really have to give it 
up to author John Scalzi who points out the in Polish SyFy is 
a venereal disease – how did the research department miss 
that one? 
-With the continuing success of the animated Star Wars 
movies and series Lucas is apparently turning his attention 
to the smaller screen as casting calls go out for a live action 
TV series.  The series will be set in the interim between 
Revenge and A New Hope and will focus on the rise of the 
Rebellion.  Lucas hopes to make the series darker, grittier 
and more adult. He first mentioned the television show in 
2005. 
 



-We’ve got a paperclip, a piece of gum, a staple remover 
and an idea—according to the DeLaurentis’ and New Line, 
who are embarking on the journey to remake MacGyver as a 
movie.   
-Apparently Harlan Ellison has been out of the news 
longer than he wanted so he’s once again suing Paramount 
and the Writer’s Guild over his script for “The City on the 
Edge of Forever”.  While Ellison is willing to let the Writer’s 
Guild off for not properly representing for $1, an apology 
and payment of court fees; he wants Paramount to pay him 
for the merchandising and other income due to the episode.  
His Comment is simply, “...it’s about the money! Pay me!”  
-David Twohy and Vin Diesel are in the works to bring 
Riddick back to life once again.  Twohy says that he looks on 
Chronicles as the first in a trilogy and that the next movie 
will deal with the Underverse and the finale with be a 
journey to Furya.  But the next Riddick movie will start with 
something a little more familiar—pitting Vin against 
carnivorous monsters right away.  
-Marvel is planning long and hard to set the stage for its 
Avenger’s movie.  The studio changed the release dates of 
the coming films for Thor and Captain America so that all of 
the single character films will occur before The Avengers to 
build excitement for the team.  This means that adding 
Ironman II and Spiderman 4, puts the Avengers  
release as May 4th, 2012. 
-If you’ve been out to the theaters or online you may 
have seen the third trailer for the new Star Trek movie– 
what you haven’t seen yet is the Burger King ads filmed on 
the same set, by the same cinematographer…  All of that 
glossy white and clear console top combined with a 
Whopper and fries.  
 



Tillyer’s News from the High Frontier  
 

NASA drops the big one— On February 28th NASA tested 

a new parachute designed to bring the Ares reusable booster 

stage safely back to the ground.  Using a C-17 airplane 

flown by Air Force test pilots, NASA scientists deployed the 
chute from 25000 feet at the speed of 175 knots.  The test 

package weighed in at 50000 pounds and had internal 

cavities that allow for the addition of more weight or shifting 

the mass internally.  The chute system is comprised of a 
pilot chute which then deploys the drogue chute and finally 

three main chutes.  The February test was of the 68 foot in 

diameter drogue chute which performed admirably.  NASA 

now looks forward to continuing their work with larger 

masses and adding the other components to test the 
complete system.   

Shoot for the stars but look for other earths –NASA 

took a big step towards pinpointing other little blue worlds 

out in the universe on March 6th with the launch of the 

Kepler Mission.  After a successful launch a signal was 
received from Kepler on Saturday confirming the separation 

from the final third stage booster and insertion in to its solar 

centric orbit.   For the next 60 days Kepler will trail earth 

950 miles behind our orbital position and go through its 

commissioning phase during which all systems with be 
tested.  After about a month, the dust cover will be removed 

from the telescope and a month after that the wide field 

charge-coupled camera should be calibrated.  At which point 

scientists hope the results will start coming in.  Due to the 
need for comparisons to find smaller bodies, it may take 

Kepler up to three years to confirm the existence of other 

small rocky worlds.  The other worlds discovered by Kepler 

will also be studied by the Spitzer telescope and Hubble.   

 
 

 

 



 

  

Illinois says take that to the astronomic community-
March 13th, the 79th anniversary of the discovery of Pluto, 

is Pluto Day according to the State Senate which also voted 

last month to give the disputed celestial body its planetary 

title back despite the ruling of the International Astronomic 

Union.  In further things Plutonian, the New Horizons probe, 
due to rendezvous with the disputed world in 2015, sent 

back some pictures of Triton, Neptune’s moon.  Triton’s orbit 

and size have led scientists to believe that it, like Pluto, may 

be an escapee from the Kuiper Belt.  
Water is still haunting the Phoenix Mars mission-While 

Phoenix confirmed the existence of ice it its landing area on 

July 31st, scientists have begun wondering if there was 

other proof of liquid water that we just might have missed 

by looking in the wrong spots.  Pictures of the lander’s legs 
reveal small blobs that seem to run and join together.  The 

objection is that Mar’s surface temperature, even during 

summer, varies between –4 to –112 degrees Fahrenheit.  A 

new report indicates that the presence of perchlorate salts, 

verified by the Phoenix soil sampler, could allow water to 
remain liquid.  These salts could lower the freezing point 

resulting in a heavily salted water solution.  Others believe 

that the water ice melted by the landing of the probe could 

have settled on the legs and then attracted any free floating 

molecules.  While they are receiving a short shrift as an 
explanation, the perchlorates may have had more effect 

when Mars was younger and warmer.  It’s also believed that 

any concentrations of perchlorates at the poles at these 

warmer times might have sunk through the ice caps and 
form a liquid sludge that the ice caps sit on top of. 

 

 

 

 
 
 



<Please feel free to submit your own prose as well as 

artwork to WATCH THE SKIES.  To submit keep the 

following guidelines in mind: Fiction/nonfiction should 

be 5000 words or less in any .txt, .rtf or .doc format.  Art 

in jpg, .tiff or .psd format under 1mb.  Email all 

submissions to : 

ironmind42@gmail.com> 

mailto:ironmind42@gmail.com


 


