


 

The Furies of 
Calderon 

By Jim Butcher 

 Run.  It’s not what Amara would have chosen 

but right now it’s the only way to escape from the 

renegade legion she’s found, the betrayal of her 

mentor and the deadly pursuit behind her.  Tavi 

wouldn’t have chosen such a course either except he 

can only hope to lead away the marat and its 

herdbeast who are stalking him, save his uncle who 

lies wounded and escape the oncoming fury storm.   

 The peaceful moments of the Realm are coming 

to an end.  The enemies from without are allying 

with the traitors within and First Lord Gaius no 

longer has the confidence of the other Lords and as 

it was seventeen years ago, Calderon is about to yet 

again become a battlefield.   

 In a land where the ability to call the spirits of 

earth, air, and water to one’s use is expected, Tavi is 

an exception.  At fifteen with no fury to his service, 

he will have to depend on the quickness of his wits 

and feet, especially in the dark times ahead.  If the 

people of Calderon can weather the battle ahead, the 

plot to bring down the First Lord can be undone.  

This time no one can run—they must all stand 

together.   

-The credit for tonight’s cover goes out to our own 

studio artist extraordinaire: Eric Hardenbrook. 

-May’s book is Sunshine by Robin McKinley 
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-Zombies are not enough, Seth Grahame-Smith is about to step outside of 
Austen and on to history.  After penning Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, he’s 
sold the rights to Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter.  A film proposal is already in 
the works… 
-Only in Britain would they so recognize their beloved author Terry Pratchett, 
by naming streets in a new development after places in his novels.  The new 
housing estate in Wincanton now proudly sports a sign for Treacle Mine Road 
and Peach Pie Street.  Pratchett himself was on hand for the unveiling as well as 
a number of fans in  
costumes linked to the Discworld Books. 
-Four new contributors to the genre are set to be inducted into the Science 
Fiction Hall of Fame on June 27th.  Author Connie Willis, a recent GOH of 
Balticon, well known illustrator Michael Whelan,  
Edward l. Ferman, long time editor of The Magazine of Fantasy and Science 
Fiction, and artist Frank R. Paul who created the cover of the Marvel Comics #1. 
-Nominees for the Bram Stoker award have been released.  Here are the 
nominations for superior achievement in a novel: 
Coffin - Gary Braunbeck  
The Reach - Nate Kenyon  
Duma Key -Stephen King  
Johnny Gruesome - Gregory Lamberson  
Awards will be presented June 12-14 at the Burbank Hotel, CA. 
-Nominees for the Hugo Award have also just been  
released, the nominations for the best novel are as follows: 
Anathem - Neal Stephenson  
The Graveyard Book - Neil Gaiman  
Little Brother - Cory Doctorow  
Saturn's Children - Charles Stross  
Zoe's Tale - John Scalzi  
In a related note, the Hugo award committee is seeking a design to designate 
books as Hugo award winners with a 500$ prize. 
-The Finalists for the Arthur C. Clarke award were  
announced last month and the awards will be presented at the  
Sci-Fi-London Film Festival on April 29th.  The finalists are : 
Song of Time  - Ian R. MacLeod  
The Quiet War - Paul McAuley  
House of Suns - Alastair Reynolds  
Anathem - Neal Stephenson  
The Margarets - Sheri S. Tepper  
Martin Martin's on the Other Side - Mark Wernham  
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Adams, John Joseph, ed. - Federations  
Armstrong, Kelley - The Awakening  
Asaro, Catherine - Diamond Star  
Ballantyne, Tony - Twisted Metal  
Barnes, Steven - Shadow Valley  
Baxter, Stephen - Flood  
Brown, Eric - Gilbert and Edgar on Mars  
Campbell, Alan - God of Clocks  
Carey, Jacqueline - Santa Olivia  
Chadbourn, Mark - World's End  
Cherryh, C. J. - Conspirator  
Esslemont, Ian C. - Night of Knives  
Fenn, Jaine - The Consorts of Heaven  
Gilman, Greer - Cloud & Ashes  
Harris, Charlaine - Dead and Gone  
Kuttner, Henry - Robots Have No Tails  
Lansdale, Joe R., ed. - Son of Retro Pulp Tales  
Marshall, Michael - Bad Things  
Miéville, China - The City & the City   
Moorcock, Michael - The Best of Michael Moorcock  
Ness, Patrick - The Ask and the Answer  
Oyeyemi, Helen - White is for Witching  
Pierce, Tamora - Beka Cooper: Bloodhound  
Powers, Tim - A Time to Cast Away Stones  
Redick, Robert V. S. - The Red Wolf Conspiracy  
Reeve, Philip - Fever Dream  
Robins, Lane - Kings and Assassins  
Ruckley, Brian - Fall of Thanes 
Sapkowski, Andrzej - The Blood of Elves  
Shepard, Lucius - Vacancy & Ariel  
Silverberg, Robert - Trips: The Collected Stories, V.4  
Williams, Sean - Astropolis: The Grand Conjunction  
Yolen, Jane - Dragon's Heart  
Zebrowski, George - Empties  



 

-Sometimes it’s good to be the men and women in uniform.  
This past Saturday 440 of the troops stationed at Camp 
Arijfan in Kuwait were treated to a special premiere of the 
new Star Trek movie a full month in advance of movie 
audiences.  On hand were stars from the movie: Christopher 
Pine, Keith Urban, Zachary Quinto, Zoe Saldana, John Cho, 
Eric Bana and Director J.J. Abrams. In other Trek news, CSI 
will do an episode where cast members go to a convention 
for a show that bears a definite resemblance and solve the 
murder of one of the series stars.  This all includes a dream 
sequence where Hodges imagines himself as the captain in a 
ship with some very familiar sound effects and his co-star is 
sporting a hairstyle that will be familiar to first season fans.  
CSI is the product of CBS, who has the rights to the Trek 
movies. 
-If you have a cool 100+k lying around and are a huge fan 
of Bladerunner, then clear your schedule for April 30 and 
May 1st for the Profiles in History auction to bid on the Rick 
Deckard blaster.  This signature weapon is a long sought 
after piece. Numerous folks have been hard at work 
fabricating replicas.  Unfortunately the owner of the piece 
rarely made it available for viewing and there were few good 
photos.  Also up for grabs are the mask used in Creature 
from the Black Lagoon, a poster from the original 
Frankenstein, Darth Maul’s lightsaber from Star Wars 
Episode I and more. 
 
 
 



-How would you like to be a Crazy?  Overture/Participant 
Media auctioned off the chance for a walk on role in the 
remake of the George Ramero movie, The Crazies, on Ebay 
to benefit Greenpeace on April 9th.  In the movie a downed 
government plane drops a bioweapon into the town’s water 
supply causing death and mayhem 

-May 8th will mark the season finale for Dollhouse– or will 
it?  There’s some confusion about the number of episodes in 
the season since the pilot was originally scrapped and then 
broken out into the first several episodes.  There is a 13th 
episode however.  But like in a hotel you won’t find it– until 
the DVD comes out on July 28th.  There is a difference 
between the studio and the DVD deal which required a 13th 
show titled suitably enough “Omega”.  Fans will just have to 
wait. 
-Perhaps in an attempt at redemption, Syffy, or the channel 
formerly known as SciFi—really why don’t they just change it 
to some obscure symbol . . . Is now airing Primeval.  This is 
one of the best new things on the small screen in awhile and 
as usual it’s a British import, which means you only have 6 
episodes to enjoy per season.  Fortunately so far there are 
two seasons.  Anomalies open onto our world from the past 
and future and from them come creatures that threaten daily 
life.  It’s up to Cutter and his team to capture or deal with 
more forcefully, these unexpected invaders.  From the mind 
of the creator of Walking With Dinosaurs and using even 
better creature animation, the show is quick on its feet and 
throws many curves but maintains its humor. 
-Back and back to the lack of a future– Syffy attempts to 
revive another project with, wait for it, yet another 
Riverworld movie.  However, they are not going to continue 
their 2003 version, but rather make yet another adaptation 
that already shows many signs of straying from Philip Jose 



(cont.) Farmer’s original text.  Absent are the characters of 
Burton, Alice and Monat however this time it looks as though 
the characters may actually make it to the end of the river. 
Battlestar alum, Tahmoh Penikett and Alan Cummings are 
part of the cast. 
-For those of you who were left wondering after the finale of 
Battlestar Galactica, especially the fate of Kara Thrace, series 
creator Ron Moore may have some more answers for you– 
but you’ll have to wait for the DVD release.  Moore said that 
some of the back story that ended up on the cutting room 
floor will be added back into the DVD as either an extended 
cut or bonuses.  In other Galactica news, props from the 
concluded show will be auctioned off on May 8th in 
Pasadena, CA to benefit the United Way.  These include a 
full sized Mark II viper as well as the infamous Blackbird 
viper. 
-Richard Dean Anderson has signed for a guest appearance 
on the new Stargate franchise.  General Jack O’neill will be 
back for the 5th episode currently in production, titled 
“Earth”.  The show will premiere later in the year and 
promises to be a darker, grittier version.  A preview is 
available online at Scifi.com as well as the video section of 
the Watch the Skies website. 
-Co-creater of Dungeons and Dragons, David Arenson 
passed away on April 7th at the age of 61 from cancer.  
Arenson who started to table top wargame in the 60s, met 
Gary Gygax at the second Gencon and together the two 
went on to formalize and codify the rules of one of the most 
successful RPG gaming systems.  Arenson also founded at 
computer gaming company 4D Interactive Systems.  
 

 
 

 



Tillyer’s News from the High Frontier  
-Up, Up and Away—to the roof of the world.  For now 
Steve Vander Ark is walking up steps, over and over, ten 
flights, as this NASA employee prepares to take on Everest 
with a group of his colleagues.  While most folks escape 
from work on their vacations, Vander Ark’s intends to take 
their experiments with them.  They will be testing the 
ActiWatch a device which monitors the movements of its 
wearer while awake and asleep in attempt to review what 
happens to explorers in extreme environments.  Also along 
for the ride will be the LOCAD-PTS, a self contained 
miniature lab, which will be used to look for snow algae.  
While the NASA workers are not planning an assault on the 
peak, they will climb 18,500 feet to the base camp of former 
astronaut, Scott Parazynski and meet with him before he 
begins his attempt on the summit.  A back injury ended 
Scott’s ascent last year at 24 hours from the summit and the 
team wish to show their support for this year’s effort.  
Parazynski will also be wearing and Actiwatch. 
-First ATHLETE on the moon? -The honor could be going 
some where other than what we expect… ATHLETE stands 
for All-Terrain-Hex-Limbed-Extraterrestrial-Explorer and it 
could be the robotic workhorse for our next lunar landing.  
ALTHETE is described as a six legged flatbed truck that will 
accomplish a good bit of the heavy lifting for the expedition. 
This time when we go, we’re planning on staying for awhile- 
so lunar explorers will need safe places to stay and better 
ways to explore.  NASA’s Exploration Technology 
Development Program is hard at work finding alternatives, 
like inflatable shelters, new rovers with integrated spacesuits 
so that explorers don’t have to use airlocks and a host of 
robotic explorers like ATHLETE that will respond to voice and 
gesture commands as well as remote control.   



-Volcanic ash and moondust are a bit too similar for 

the residents of Alaska-Right now Mt. Redoubt’s 
continuing eruptions are fountaining clouds of ash into the 
air and Alaskans are facing some of same issues as our new 
lunar explorers.  The ash consists of tiny sharp edged 
particles which cause irritation in the nose mouth and lungs 
very similar to what Gene Cernan experienced when 
accidentally breathing in moondust on the Apollo 17 
expedition.  The dust also gets into everything and can 
damage electronics as well as mechanical machinery.  The 
sharpness of the particles can score surfaces such as the 
faceplates of the astronaut’s spacesuits and once inside 
joints or hinges the dust can render them useless.  In both 
cases the dust can develop a static charge that can make it 
cling to surfaces in a truly detrimental fashion.  Nature may 
have given NASA a free opportunity to test out some of its 
new materials by this eruption.  



 

 


