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HOOD 
By Stephen Lawhead 

 Everyone knows the story of Robin Hood right?  Stephen Lawhead makes 
you re-examine the ideas behind this legendary figure.  This time the story is set 
in a different time and location than what we accept as commonplace.  But Robin 
is like Arthur, illusive, difficult to define in terms of truths.  Here is a Hood bound 
to the old welsh myths who takes it upon himself to rid his people of the 
oppressive yoke of French rule.  Tested by a grievous wound, saved by a 
mysterious healer who leads him to the path of destiny, Bran finds himself 
leaving behind his ordinary life to become an extraordinary ruler of a nation in 
exile- a nation that can only be redeemed by silver.  Lawhead follows form with 
his other works by deftly weaving the historical legends into prose.  One by one 
the familiar characters step into the light to take up their mantles.  So is it a 
thoughtful reworking that puts away the images of the Disney version or an 
abuse of a cherished legendary figure? You decide and of course let us know… 

 
-In October we welcome author David Louis Edelman to discuss and his 
latest book: Infoquake 
-Respect you the artist extraordinaire, Eric Hardenbrook for yet another 
cool frontispiece.  
-October’s book City of Pearl by Karen Traviss 
-Check out the website at:      http://mysite.verizon.net/res89guj/ 
 AND AS ALWAYS THANKS FOR COMING! 

 

Please feel free to submit your own prose as well as artwork.  To submit keep the following 

guidelines in mind: Fiction/nonfiction should be 5000 words or less any .txt format on disc 

or email submissions preferred due to my inherently slow typing speed.    

{ironmind42@gmail.com} 
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NEW  RELEASES  FOR  OCTOBER 
 
 

- Anders, Lou, ed. - Fast Forward 2  
- Betancourt, John Gregory, & Robert Weinberg, eds. - H. P. 
Lovecraft's Cthulhu Mythos: A Weird Tales  
Retrospective  
- Bradbury, Ray - Masks  
- Bradbury, Ray - Summer Morning, Summer Night   
- Card, Orson Scott - Stonefather  
- Datlow, Ellen, Kelly Link & Gavin Grant, eds. - The Year's Best Fantasy 
and Horror 2008: 21st Annual Collection  
- Disch, Thomas M. - The Wall of America  
- Fenner, Cathy, & Arnie Fenner, eds. - Spectrum 15: The Best in 
Contemporary Fantastic Art  
- Flynn, Michael - January Dancer  
- Neil Gaiman, Neil - The Graveyard Book  
- Gaiman, Neil - Odd and the Frost Giants  
- Gevers, Nick, ed. - Extraordinary Engines: The  
Definitive Steampunk Anthology   
- Hamilton, Peter F. - The Temporal Void  
- Heaney, William - The Memoirs of a Master Forger  
- Jones, Stephen, ed. - The Mammoth Book of Best New  
Horror: Volume Nineteen  
- Maguire, Gregory --A Lion Among Men  
- Martin, George R. R.—A Dance with Dragons  
- McAuley, Paul - The Quiet War  
- McCaffrey, Todd - Dragonheart  
- Pierce, Tamora - Melting Stones  
- Pratchett, Terry - Nation  
- Reeve, Philip - Mothstorm  
- Roberson, Chris - Iron Jaw and Hummingbird  
- Sanderson, Brandon - The Hero of Ages  
- Strahan, Jonathan, ed. - Eclipse Two  
- VanderMeer, Jeff, & Ann Kennedy, eds. - Fast Ships, Black Sails  
- Walton, Jo - Half a Crown  
- Weeks, Brent - The Way of Shadows  

     - Wexler, Robert Freeman - The Painting and the City  
 
 
 
 



THE PRINTED WORLD 
-This years Mythopoeic awards are : 
Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Adult Literature:  
The Orphan's Tales by Catherynne M. Valente  
Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Children's Literature:  
The Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling 
These awards are given to the writers who most follow the same 
literary footsteps as the legendary Ink Dots, a writers group that 
counted among its members J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. 
 
-Stephanie Myer’s 5th book in the Twilight series is currently on hold 
as the author protests the unauthorized release unedited material that 
was given in confidence to friends.  Portions of Midnight Sun were 
posted despite Myer’s requests.  Myers is rewriting and editing the 
materials and will post them in an attempt to be fair to the fans– but 
for now she’s stopped writing the main manuscript. 
 
-Neal Stephenson’s new book Anathem has a preview video  
available on Myspacetv.com to tell you more about the story  
before you get started reading. 
 
-Harper Collins is starting to create a new imprint entitled Angry 
Robot that will be producing new genre fiction in both mass  
market paperback form as well as electronic media and feature new 
and upcoming authors.  Publication of 2-3 books per month is 
scheduled to begin in July, 2009.   
 
-RDR books has been halted in its attempt to produce a Harry Potter 
Lexicon by a Manhattan Judge due to fair use  
infringement. The book was to be a collection of materials by Steven 
Vander Ark who runs the Harry Potter Lexicon website.  Rowling 
approved of the fansite until Vander Ark sought to profit. 
 
-SFWA is now publishing updated information about works  
nominated for Nebula Awards using their Nebula Awards  
Website.  Currently the list only covers nominated works, but is 
intended to also denote works which will proceed to the  
preliminary ballot and have therefore received at least ten  
Nominations. 



 

 

HBO is gearing up to tackle the epic fantasy of George R.R. Martin’s Game of Thrones.  With 
other fantasy works being tapped for production such as Terry Goodkind’s Sword of Truth series, 
the network purchased the TV rights for the adaptation of the book.  While Martin cautions that 
this is not a miniseries, the expectation of the studio is to complete a season focused strictly 
around the events of first book with the second season following the second book and so on.  
  

-Going back to Blue Harvest, Seth McFarland has plans for a second Family Guy homage to Star 
Wars, this time centered around the Empire Strikes Back.  McFarland says that once again the 
familiar characters from the show will reprise their roles.  Which puts Stewie in the awkward 
position of revealing to Chris that he is his father.  Boba Fett will be played by Peter’s nemesis, 
the Giant Chicken.  McFarland warns that this episode may be available first on DVD before it is 
shown on air. 
 

-In other animated parody efforts, this year’s Halloween episode of the Simpson’s will feature the 
Springfield gang as the Peanuts as they mock It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown.  The second 
portion of the episode will use the Transformers movie as envisioned by Michael Bay for their 
backdrop.  The creators have already decided that next year’s Tree House of Horror will be based 
around zombies like those from 28 Days Later. 
 

-Joss Whedon made some changes in his episode order earlier in his new series Dollhouse, 
reshooting the pilot and making the original the second episode.  Now that he is on the fourth, 
the studio and Whedon are calling a brief halt since his directing has held up the writing process.  
Shooting is set to resume September 25th. 
 

-Executive producer, Tim Kring of Heroes promises that the first 3 hours of the third season of 
Heroes will resolve the lingering questions that remain from the end of the second season.  
Heroes premieres on September 22nd. Shortly after that the main punch of the season, called 
volume 3 : Villains, begins. 
 

-October 3rd will see the premiere of the television version of Clone Wars, whose movie was 
released on August 25th.  The Cartoon Network is billing the series as part of its Secret Saturdays 
lineup.  The first episode will contain two parts, making it an hour long. 
 

-While HBO moves forward on the Game of Thrones, one thing that won’t be happening is the TV 
series adaptation of Garth Ennis’ Preacher.  Mark Steven Johnson, known for directing Ghost 
Rider and Daredevil, was set to start on an adaptation when the new head of HBO began to 
question the dark nature of the material.  Johnson says he’s glad it fell through and while he’s 
heard rumors of a miniseries or a movie, he hopes that whomever gets involved with the project 
decides to be true to the source material.  Johnson says that his original version was nearly word 
for word of the books. 

 

 

 

 



 
-September 16th sees the release of the second season of Torchwood as filming for the third 
season begins.  The third season is currently a 5 part miniseries entitled Torchwood: Children of 
Earth which will debut in 2009. 
  
-The Stargate franchise is being given yet another opportunity with Stargate:Universe.  As 
Atlantis draws to its end after 5 seasons, although like SG1, it will receive a telefilm, the creators 
Brad Wright and Robert Cooper will be starting yet another installment with Universe.  In 
Universe a 9th chevron is unlocked and a team of explorers finds themselves aboard an ancient 
ship called Destiny.  The unmanned ship is on a mission launched by the ancients at the peak of 
their civilization.  The team finds themselves with no way home and no escape.  
 
-Besides the X-Men Origins:Wolverine film the is set for May 1st, 2009, 20th Century Fox is also 
considering other X-Men spinoffs.  Due to their lackluster showing in the box office this summer, 
the studio is considering other possibilities, even going so far as to revive the Daredevil franchise.   
-Apparently some things will just not lie down and die.  After finishing a live action version of 
Land of the Lost with Will Ferrell, Universal approached the Kroffts with the concept of a live 
action Sigmund and the Seamonsters movie which will be written by Dana Gould, a Simpson’s 
writer.  The project was recently given a green light. 
 
-In more retromania, creator of the 80’s comedy The Greatest American Hero, 
Steven Cannell, confirmed that he is working on a feature length film based off of the concept of 
the TV show.  There are going to be some web shorts and a comic based upon the concept, to 
gauge the public’s response to the idea 
 
-So let’s dig up another one, Ghostbuster’s 3 is apparently a possibility according to Harold Ramis 
one of the original creators.  While Bill Murray has agreed to participate in a limited fashion and 
there are no firm ideas, one possible conclusion is that the originals with be there to nursemaid 
the new ghostbusters as they take up the mantle.    
 
-Things are moving towards Spiderman 4 which has finally been confirmed with both Sam Raimi 
and Tobey Maguire.  Kristin Dunst has yet to be signed but the word is the film will have a Mary 
Jane Watson.  The release date is set for May 2011 and there are several questions floating 
around such as a villain and will the studio attempt to film both 4 & 5 at the same time.   
-Guillermo Del Toro is going to be one busy man.  If you think your schedule is booked, it is 
nothing compared to this man’s– Del Toro has movies scheduled through 2017 currently.  He will 
be doing remakes of Frankenstein, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Slaughterhouse 5, The Hobbit and 
possibly even Lovercraft’s At the Mountains of Madness.  
 
-If you simply can’t get enough of Joss Whedon’s musical insanity, Dr. Horrible’s Sing—Along 
Blog, then go to I-tunes where you can download the entirety of the soundtrack.   
 
-Just in time for the holidays and the perfect gift for all of your uber-geek buying needs for a 
mere $2000 you can now be the proud owner or gifter of an official reproduction of Kirk’s 
Captain’s chair.  The chair is life sized, swivels, has the appropriate lights and even spouts 
snippets of dialog from the show.  Get yours now, available soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tillyer’s News from the High Frontier  
 
 

-POWER FROM SPACE—In the future power will travel directly through the air to your 

needs– Nikola Tesla tried to tell us this a long time ago, but John C. Mankins, a former 
NASA scientist has successfully transmitted solar power for 92 miles.  The test, funded 
by the Discovery Channel, was Performed between two small Hawaiian Islands and was 
only for 20 watts of power.  Mankins admits that the test was in no way successful in 
that 1/1000th of the transmitted power was received.  He was more concerned about 
proving the feasibility.  Mankins ultimately imagines large scale solar capture satellites 
that would transmit their intake to receivers the size of small lakes. One of the other 
reasons that detracted from the amount of energy received was the small size of the 
receivers. 

 
-PHOENIX GETTING A CHILL AS MARTIAN WINTER ADVANCES– With its primary 

month long mission complete, the Phoenix lander moves onto its extended plan.  
Unfortunately the Martian winter is changing the angle of the infalling sunlight, which 
means that everyday, Phoenix is generating less electricity to power its systems.  On a 
good day Phoenix’s solar panels would generate 3500 watt hours.  Now with the 
change, Phoenix is logging about 2500 watt hours and scientists are scrambling to fill all 
of Phoenix’s many tiny laboratories before the energy required to run the scooping arm 
becomes to prohibitive.  So far Phoenix’s exploration of the trench marked Snow White 
has generated evidence of water ice as well as the materials sodium, magnesium, 
chloride as well as percholate.  The last one has caught the attention of scientists 
because it could serve as a food source for microbes.  They have not yet been detected, 
unfortunately. 
   

-SAILBOATS TRICK US INTO DEVELOPING VISION FOR  
ROBOTS– One of the more difficult hurdles to programming/teaching robots is that the 

human mind is exceptionally fluid in its ability to recognize objects even if they are from 
different angles, sizes or are of a same type.  When we as humans look at an object we 
can identify it as part of a set based up certain characteristics.  Researchers believe that 
instead of having a singular concept that the mind compares the incoming image against 
a series of snapshots to find which approximates the initial and allow categorization.  An 
experiment is progress with two monkey subjects to look at the area of the mind that 
responds to recognition using the image of a sailboat.  Monkeys are shown the image of 
a sailboat repeatedly and the stimulated areas of their brains are mapped.  Then 
occasionally the image of a tea cup is substituted and the map is done once again.  By 
looking at the changes, researchers hope to gain an understanding of neural network 
references imagery, to then derive similar programming. 

 

 


