Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary time Matt 13/24-33
Background: 

Steve intended to prepare some words for me to share today, but then assured me that he had confidence that I could do this on my own.  Although I am a teacher, religion is not my area of expertise.  So I had to think about what gift I could bring here today.  Probably the gift that I utilize most is research, Internet research.  So I borrowed a short story from an author and Priest, Father Andrew Greeley, which I will get to in a couple of minutes.      
When teaching, it is best to find out what the kids already know about the topic and add to that existing knowledge.  Sometimes you might have to back track and sometimes you find out that students know much more than what you expected.  We try to find creative ways to teach the material, so the students enjoy what they are learning. 
Jesus was an incredible educator.  Even he tried to make learning interesting and enjoyable.  He spoke in parables as he taught and people flocked to hear his stories.  We all know someone like that—someone we can’t stop talking to because we enjoy learning from them.  Jesus was one of those people.  His stories were so great, they continue to be told today.  The main point of today’s story is that despite all obstacles, the kingdom of God will survive and flourish.
Story: 

One upon a time a battered parish priest approached his bishop. I want to retire, he said. You’re not old enough to retire. Yeah, but I’m worn out. My laity are fighting one another, my young people don’t come to Church. My parish Council has no guts. My teenagers drink too much. My staff are in constant conflict.  A couple of women are trying to take over the parish. Men can’t stand the tension. My collections are down. Spies are reporting me to you every week. Grammar school kids are breaking windows and writing graffiti. I receive anonymous hate mail every day. The bishop sighed loudly, Let me tell you about my problems... The two men sat in silence for a few minutes after they exchanged woes. Well, said the bishop, congratulations on having a lively parish. It’s still alive and kicking. The kingdom of God is still about a foot above your head. So the pastor went home and did not resign. 
We can all relate to the struggles this Priest describes, as we all have challenges in our own lives.  We get frustrated and then work harder.  We learn from the process and get stronger.  It keeps us striving to do better, to keep trying, to keep reaching.  The kingdom of God is still about a foot above your head.
