Homily for 8/21/05

Peter apparently passed some very important test, for him to inherit the keys to the 

Kingdom of heaven.  But the test is a little confusing to follow.  Jesus asks his disciples who they say that he is.  When Peter answers that he says that Jesus is the Messiah, the very son of God in the flesh; he receives high praise from Jesus; and then Peter along with the rest of the disciples are ordered, strictly I might add; to tell no one that Jesus is the Christ.  Huh?
Let me see if I have this right.

Peter says: “I say that you are the Christ.”

Jesus replies: “Well done Peter.  Now don’t ever do that again.”

Why?

Jesus was testing the faith of his disciples when he asked who they said that he was.  And perhaps he was also testing the effectiveness of his own ministry.  For if they were to answer incorrectly, than it would mean that their faith was not strong enough; 

but it would also mean that his ministry had not instilled the correct faith in his followers.  
Since Peter answered correctly; then perhaps the way to build a church upon Peter as the rock; was for the ministry to give the same opportunity to everyone; that is the opportunity to accept Jesus as the son of God without having the answer given to them.  This allowed any and all future followers to have freedom to build a truer, and deeper faith.  
This test goes on to this day.  Sometimes we see the destruction of terrorism or natural disaster.  Children orphaned in a moments notice; families torn apart, good and honest people having their lives destroyed for what seems to be no reason whatsoever.  We can see these things and say “WHERE IS GOD?!  WHAT KIND OF A GOD ALLOWS THIS TO HAPPEN?  DOES HE NOT LOVE HIS PEOPLE IN THE WAY THAT WE LOVE THEM?”  

Where is God?  God is right there beside us feeling the hurt that we all feel, but knowing that we would never learn to embrace the kingdom of heaven and the salvation of Christ had God just fixed everything for us so that we would never have to feel hurt.  And so it is in this very type of test that we can look to Peter’s courage.  Although we know Peter had his moments of weakness, as all humans do; it was in this moment that he took the very serious risk of placing all of his faith in Jesus; knowing that such a bold act would come with consequences, but also knowing that not placing his faith there would mean that he would live a life; perhaps a more comfortable and less controversial life; but an life that would not know Christ.  

And when we put it in that perspective, it seems like that is the bigger risk; to choose a comfortable life in which Christ is absent.  But we are given this choice without being given all of the answers, for that is how we find the rock to build our faith upon.
