Reflection for Feb. 5…….Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Times             Ginny Hull
In the first reading, Job speaks of the drudgery of life.  To understand this reading we have to know a little about Job.  He was a blameless and upright man who feared God and avoided evil.  He had seven sons and three daughters and was wealthy.  He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.  Satan was sure that if God would let him ruin Job’s life and health, Job would curse God.  But God was sure Job would remain faithful.  God allowed Satan to test Job by taking the lives of his children and then destroy his wealth and health.  Job had times when he wished he’d never been born and felt God was being unfair, but he still refused to curse him.  Job waited patiently for God to help him.  Later in life, God did help him.  Job’s health was restored, his wealth was doubled, and he had ten more children.  Now maybe you can understand why in the first reading, Job has the attitude of drudgery and hopelessness in his life. 

When each of us look at our own situations, it’s easy to see only the here and now.  God sees way beyond that. God loves you and in the end those who love him get not only justice, but grace and mercy and heaven.  God sometimes uses suffering to teach us to grow.  We must love and trust God in all things and most of all be patient as we await for him to answer our prayers.
In the second reading, Paul talks about preaching.   We are all called to preach or in other words, to be God’s disciples.  A disciple is one accepts and help spread the teachings of God.  I’m not saying that you should carry a big Bible or go out in the streets and preach, of course unless you want to be laughed at and think you’ve gone off the deep end.  All you need to do is fit in with others.  Set an example by the way you live.  If the opportunity arrives to talk about God or what is right in life, don’t be afraid to talk about it.  Set good Christian examples for you children and those you associated with.  It goes back to the old saying.  ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS.   I remember years back a relative telling her children they couldn’t have any pop to drink except on rare occasions because it wasn’t good for them.  However do you know what she drank all day long….Pepsi!  Was she setting a good example?  Remember actions do speak louder than words!

The Gospel tells us something of Jesus’ feelings during the ordinary time in Jesus’ life. 

Again and again, the Lord reached out to others.  Day after day, he ministered to the people.  We don’t know how many people were healed by Jesus but scholars estimate the number to be in the tens of thousands.  Can the same healing take place in our world today?  Would Jesus still cure, still heal?  The answer is obviously yes….a thousand times yes!   Jesus is the most compassionate towards the hurting.  We need to ask Jesus to remove our pains, our sufferings and even our sins.  He is truly our most compassionate and loving Savior.  So pray, believe, trust and be patient for God is there for us. 
SO GO FORTH AND SET A CHRISTIAN EXAMPLE AS WE ARE GOD’S DISCIPLES!
