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“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  I am about to do a new thing…”  A few weeks back in a reflection, I spoke about the image of God as perceived in the Old Testament.  That god was demanding, vengeful, jealous, wrathful, and quick to anger if not obeyed.  That god ruled with fear.  
We heard today from Isaiah that something new was coming; a door would be open to a better future.  Jesus was on his way with a message of love from his father.  Somehow man had become confused about the nature of god and now it was time to set the record straight.  People had been slaughtering animals and even humans to appease and gain favor and forgiveness from God.  The Pharisees had over 600 laws governing their daily lives so much so that a man who had a needle in his coat during Passover was considered breaking the law of the Sabbath – he was doing the work of sewing when no work was allowed.  How could anyone experience what God really intended for his beloved creations when their lives were so busy trying to keep out of trouble.  The beliefs of the past were not working.  Things had to change.

Jesus came to us with a promise of love, unconditional love.  A Course in Miracles states “God is no enemy to you.  He asks no more than He hear you call Him “Friend”.” “Look back no longer, for what lies ahead is all you ever wanted in your heart”. His whole life on earth was for the sole purpose of teaching us the way to a better future, to live in love, to understand that we are extensions of His love.  He knows that for us to experience all we ever want in our heart, we must extend that love to our brothers.  “How light and easy is the step across the narrow boundaries of the world of fear when you have recognized Whose hand you hold!  Within your hand is everything you need to walk with perfect confidence away from fear forever, and go straight on, and quickly reach the gate of Heaven itself.  For He Whose hand you hold was waiting but for you to join Him”.  To me, this quote from A Course in Miracles tells me exactly how to experience the new way of life and the message of love that Jesus brought.  I must not only have a hold of Him with one hand, but that of my brother with the other. For it is with my brother that that I will find my salvation for we are as one, together with God. 

The second reading also follows that thought of oneness.  God’s only command was to love Him and our brother.  We could not pick and choose, to say “yes” to one and “no” to another.  The answer must always be yes.  When we deny the gift of love to anyone, we deny the gift of love to ourselves.  When we see ourselves as separate from one another, our ego (the devil if you prefer) rushes in to fill us with fear and we will think that we have separated from God, that His hand has slipped away from us as we let our brother slip away from ours.  The Course says “And so there are no separate parts in what exits within God’s mind.  It is forever One, eternally united and at peace”.  He is still holding our hand for “The thought God holds of (us) is perfectly unchanged by (our) forgetting”.  His answer to us is always yes and ours to Him must be the same if we want to take part in the new way Jesus came to share with us.
I’m not going to get into the story of the gospel today.  As I studied the reading, I realized the concept of sin and forgiveness as presented in the gospel is essential to the belief in the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Baptism and Holy Eucharist. This is an area of faith that I do not wish to challenge by what may or not be my own belief in the church’s concept of sin and forgiveness.

What I would like to leave you today with another quote from A Course in Miracles.  

“Henceforth, hear but the Voice for God…He will direct your efforts, telling you exactly what to do, how to direct your mind, and when to come to Him in silence, asking for His sure direction and His certain Word”.

Amen  
