Reflection

By Elaine Roush

Well, Lent has arrived.  Many people feel they must give up something at this time of the church year—chocolate, playing cards, going to the movies.  Others feel they must do more—spend more time with the family, visit nursing homes, volunteer, pray the rosary or the Stations of the Cross more often.  After reading the insert in last week’s bulletin, I realized that we can still do things that bring us pleasure, but if we look at it in a different light, we can use it as a form of prayer.

For example, many of us enjoy playing cards—Solitaire, Euchre, Pinochle, Bridge, or Texas Hold ‘em.  Let me show you a way to use a regular deck of cards as a means of prayer.  (hold up each card as explaining)

ACE- reminds me that there is only one God

TWO represents the two parts of the Bible, the Old and New                 

          Testaments.

THREE- represents the Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.    

 FOUR stands for the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke     and John.

FIVE is for the 5 virgins. There were 10 but only five of them were glorified.

SIX is for the 6 days it took God to create the Heavens and Earth

SEVEN is for the day God rested after making His Creation.

EIGHT is for the family of Noah and his wife, their three sons and their wives.  These are the  Eight people God spared from the flood that destroyed the Earth.

THE NINE is for the lepers that Jesus cleansed of leprosy.  He cleansed 10 but nine never thanked Him.

The TEN represents the Ten Commandments that God handed down to Moses on tablets made of stone.

The JACK is a reminder of Satan, one of God’s first angels.  But he got kicked out of heaven for his sly and wicked ways and is now the JOKER of eternal hell.

The 
QUEEN stands for the Virgin Mary.

The KING stands for Jesus, for He is the King of Kings.

When I count the dots on all the cards, I come up with 365 total, one for every day of the year. 

There are a total of 52 cards in a deck, each is a week—52 weeks in a year. 

We all know that there are 4 suits – these symbolize the four 

Seasons: Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter.

Each suit has 13 cards. There are exactly 13 weeks in a quarter.

So, you see, you need not give up your card playing.

Just do it with a different realization.

