Reflection 3-26-05
In the first reading, enemies of God mocked God and destroyed much of Jerusalem.  They turned their back on God.  God first responded with wrath, and later showed mercy.  The greatest merciful act shown by God is proclaimed in today’s Gospel:  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  

This passage links three related subjects:  (1) The lifting up of the Son of Man (2)  God's love for the world (3) the judgment or condemnation of those who do not believe in the Son.

God gave us his only son.  This gift—the most important gift ever was a gift given purely out of love.  There are events that we feel an obligation to attend; perhaps gifts given, that we feel an obligation to purchase.  God’s gift of his son was not one of these.  His gift, the gift of salvation was a gift, unlike no other.

The second reading speaks of us as his workmanship, prepared beforehand for good works.  We should not be boastful and take credit for gifts that God has instilled in us.
By sharing our faith with others we are able to show God’s love to all so that they will ask what we are about, which gives glory to God.  Some of us may do this through compassion, understanding, and patience.  Others will do this using their unique gifts and talents.  Some will do this quietly; others will come across loud and clear.  No one way is better, each is important as each has been instilled in us by God. 
The following is a little story I found while researching the passages this week:

A Father’s Example

I read about a small boy who was consistently late coming home from school. His parents warned him one day that he must be home on time that afternoon, but nevertheless he arrived later than ever. His mother met him at the door and said nothing.

At dinner that night, the boy looked at his plate. There was a slice of bread and a glass of water. He looked at his father’s full plate and then at his father, but his father remained silent. The boy was crushed.

The father waited for the full impact to sink in, then quietly took the boy’s plate and placed it in front of himself. He took his own plate of meat and potatoes, put it in front of the boy, and smiled at his son. When that boy grew to be a man, he said, “All my life I’ve known what God is like by what my father did that night.”

Source unknown

We like to think of God’s love and salvation, but we are also reminded in the Gospel of judgement and condemnation.  Why?  Because if we have no sin, we need no forgiveness.  If there is no judgement, we need no grace.  What must we do to be redeemed?  Perhaps this little story will help us to understand.
(from Our Daily Bread)
It’s Too Late!

An Englishman by the name of Ebenezer Wooten had just concluded a preaching service in the village square. The crowd had dispersed, and he was busily engaged in loading the equipment. A young man approached him and asked, “Mr. Wooten, what must I do to be saved?” Sensing that the fellow was trusting his own righteousness, Wooten answered in a rather unconcerned way, “It’s too late!” The inquirer was startled. “Oh don’t say that, sir!” But the evangelist insisted, “It’s too late!” Then, looking the young man in the eye, he continued, “You want to know what you must DO to be saved. I tell you it’s too late now or any other time. The work of salvation is done, completed, finished! It was finished on the cross.” Then he explained that our part is simply to acknowledge our sin and receive by faith the gift of forgiveness 
