   When I was in the hospital, I had lots of time on my hands and spent some of it reading the Old Testament.  Today’s first reading refers to the book of Exodus when Moses delivered the Jews from the slavery of the Egyptians. Since the Pharaoh was one of the most stubborn people of all time, Moses had to perform many miracles and bring about many plagues against Egypt in order to change his mind. These early Jews got to witness first-hand the power and wrath of God, yet they still chose to break the covenant He made with them on many occasions. Moses was only gone short time when he left to go up Mt. Sinai   to get the Ten Commandments and in that short while they had cast a golden calf and were bowing down to worship it.  They were constantly testing Moses and God, demanding more miracles and complaining about being led into the dessert only to perish. These were God’s chosen people and they were constantly letting Him down, but He kept His word.  

     The other thing that always amazes me, is how hard it was in those ancient times to have your sins forgiven. If you had an impure thought you would have to slaughter a goat. If you told a little white lie, you would need a burnt offering. It seems to me that sooner or later these people would run out of animals to kill. But back then that was one of the only ways to make things right with the Lord after breaking his commandments. 

   The first reading today talks about the new covenant that God was going to make with us, one that would be written on our hearts. This is referring to the sacrifice that Jesus was going to make on behalf of all of humanity. The passage states “All shall know me says the Lord, for I will forgive their evildoing, and remember their sins no more. This does not mean that we were free to sin and do as we please. But when we do slip up, as we all do, we know that we will be forgiven just by asking for it.
   The second reading and today’s gospel both reveal the dignity and grace that Jesus showed when dealing with his imminent death.  He says “Should I say Father save me from this hour, but it was for this purpose that I came to this hour.”  He did not want to die a painful death, but He did what needed to be done for our sake.  The gospel also contains the familiar quote “Whoever loves his life shall lose it and whoever hates his life in this world shall preserve it for eternal life.”  
   I don’t particularly like the phrasing that John uses here, or maybe it’s just this particular translation, but it seems to suggest to me that people have to be miserable to get to heaven, and I don’t think that is what Jesus is trying to convey.  The deeper meaning I get is that the people who get so wrapped up in the pursuit of earthly pleasures are not likely to be good disciples and will forfeit their eternal salvation.  I think that to be a good Christian you do not need to hate your life, but only the desires of the flesh like greed, jealously, and others that make this a fallen world.
    There are quite a few of these statements of opposites in the Bible. Statements like, the first shall be last and the last first, and they make good sense. Some of the richest people in the world may also be the poorest spiritually because they spend all of their time and energy acquiring wealth. Some of the poorest people, monks and nuns with their vows of poverty, are likely to have the richest spiritual lives due to constant prayer and service to others. These are the extreme cases and I usually strive for balance of work, play and prayer in my life. But since a perfect balance is hard to maintain, it seems wise to focus on spiritual development over the pursuit of earthly treasures. 
   Our family has experienced quite a bit of tragedy in the past few years and it sure helps to put things in perspective. You learn not to worry about the little things that don’t really matter. We only get one chance on this Earth to do things right. It’s important that we make the most of it.

