Reflection April 13, 2006

Holy Thursday

This day, this Holy Thursday, is a day of profound awareness of the role of change (as shown in the first reading when the Israelites were told to feast on a young, unblemished lamb, mark their doors with it’s blood and eat like those who are in flight). The life as Jesus and his apostles had known until now was about to change.  This Last Supper, this gathering of friends, is infused with sorrow because it is the end of the intense teaching, friendship, and constant fellowship they shared for the past three years.  This day is also one of remembrance.  What took place at this Last Supper will be at the core of our faith, what we share here today.
Until this night, the apostles knew Jesus had been their friend but also their master.  Theirs was a daily fellowship that demanded loyalty and obedience from them because it was based on love abundantly given by their master to them.  Time and time again they had felt power emanating from him as they heard him speak his words and heal the sick.  Three of them even witnessed Jesus glorified in a mystical mountain epiphany.  

This night, the apostles would see him in the role of the servant.  It was not a comfortable experience for them.  Jesus was their host at this Last Supper and as was the custom, guests were to have their feet washed, usually by a servant, as an act of honor and necessity.  But the apostles are stunned when Jesus washes their feet himself.  Peter protests.  He is frightened.  Things are changing.  But this lesson Jesus must have him and the rest learn - that the strong, obedient follower must know how to be a servant also.  It is this change in their relation ship with their friend and master that the disciples will remember later. And in that remembrance they will find meaning and understanding, enough to change the world.
They had been followers and friends; they had been students and companions to the man who called these fishermen by the seashore promising he would make them “fishers of human beings”.  They had basked in the popularity of their master and had been filled with pride that they had been chosen.  But tonight, on this unforgettable Thursday night, their roles were changing drastically, and they were afraid.  This change came with sorrow but also with great tenderness, and with the example of servant hood.  And so, this night, they shared this agape, this love feast, that was to prepare them for this change.

Soon, Jesus warns, they will experience danger and be despised. He himself will enter into hours of humiliation and abandonment.  But first he must give hope and strength to his friends.  He poured this love out to them by giving them his new commandment:  “Just has I have loved you, you should also love one another”.

Later, they will remember.  They will recall that last meal together and Jesus’ words as they shared the bread and wine: “Do this in remembrance of me”; his tenderness as he washed their feet.  Most of all, they will remember that he loved them and that he went willingly to the cross because of his great love for them and for the truth of his father.  
They will remember and they will understand the meaning of his words and of his acts.  And they will share this remembrance with the rest of us.  This is why we are gathered here tonight.  And in this gathering, we too will remember.

