REFLECTION 7/16/2006

Our first reading today introduces us to a man named Amos who was basically a shepherd and gardener.  The last thing he wanted to be was a prophet.  Amos was a man of the country, not highly educated but very religious.  He was sure God had made a mistake in calling him to go and prophesy.  What Amos did not understand, and neither should we, is that God does not make mistakes.  A Course in Miracles teaches that all are called but few answer.  A teacher of God is anyone who chooses to be one.  The next time you feel like GOD can’t use you, just remember…  Noah was a drunk, Abraham was too old, Isaac was a daydreamer, Jacob was a liar, Joseph was abused, Moses had a stuttering problem, Gideon was afraid, Samson with his long hair was a womanizer, Jeremiah and Timothy were too young, David was unfaithful and a murderer, Elijah was suicidal, Peter denied Christ and, well, you get the picture.  So here we have Amos, not sure if God knows what He is doing.  But God told him to “Go, prophesy”, and go he did.  Needless to say, when Amos told the people in the city that they must change their ways, his words weren’t exactly received.  If, fact, he was told to get out of town and never come back.  I’m sure Amos was disappointed that his message was rejected, but (quoting from A Course in Miracles) “no teacher of God should feel disappointed if he has offered healing and it does not appear to have been received.  It is not up to him to judge when his gift should be accepted.  It is not the function of God’s teachers to evaluate the outcome of their gifts.  It is merely their function to give them”.
The second reading of St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, to me, is one of pure poetry. Even before time began, God chose each and every one of us as an extension of His love, so that we might exist for the praise of His glory as His teachers.  The message He has sent us to teach is simple, “Love me and love one another”.  
Mark’s gospel today is short and to the point.  Jesus sends the Twelve out to spread His word, but He commands them to “take nothing for the journey”.  Like Amos, I’m sure they questioned God’s reasoning for such a request but off they went.  Again, we must remember that God does not make mistakes.  The second reading speaks of God’s promise of the Holy Spirit to guide us.  My thoughts go back to a book I read during my vigil hours at St. James, Tramp For The Lord, by Carrie Ten Boom.  Last August, I mentioned that book in a reflection and I think it has value here too.  Carrie Ten Boom, a Nazi concentration camp survivor, promised to spend the rest of her life getting God’s message of love to the world.  During her time in the camp and her subsequent travels all over the world, she faced many adversities.  Her travel plans would go awry, she would have no money, illness would overtake her while stranded alone in some foreign country.  Yet, she always put her trust in God to take care of things.  Amos, the apostles, Miss Boom, all who have gone before and those yet to come, who live their lives in the example of Christ’s message of love, know that they walk with God and His word upon their heart.  
In closing, I’d like to share with you a prayer on the last page of A Course in Miracles.

And now in all your doings be you blessed.  God Turns to you for help to save the world.  Teacher of God, His thanks He offers you, and all the world stands silent in the grace you bring from Him.  You are the Son He loves, and it is given you to be the means through which His Voice is heard around the world, to close all things of time; to end the sight of all things visible; and to undo all things that change.  Through you is ushered in a world unseen, unheard, yet truly there.  Holy are you, and in your light the world reflects your holiness, for you are not alone and friendless.  I give thanks for you, and join your efforts on behalf of God, knowing they are on my behalf as well, and for all those who walk to God with me.        Amen
