Last Sunday’s gospel told us the story of the loaves and fishes.  Jesus instructed the disciples to feed the multitudes from five little loaves of bread and two fish.  They couldn’t believe that this was possible.  They saw with their own eyes the meager provisions available.  This was the problem.  To believe in the message that Jesus came to teach us, we need to go beyond the senses of our body.  We must use the vision of our faith in understanding this message.  
In today’s gospel, we see Jesus again teaching this lesson to the disciples.  They are in the boat waiting for Him as He instructed.  The waters were probably calm when they started out but later on the winds picked up and began tossing the boat about.  I’m sure by then the disciples were afraid for their lives.  They were out there alone, in the storm, in the dark, feeling abandoned by Jesus.  But wait, what is that coming across the waves towards them?  A ghost!  They are filled with terror at what they see.  Again, their eyes are deceiving them.  It is Jesus.  But when they see Him walking towards them on the water and they are again afraid.  What they see with their eyes fills them with fear.  Jesus tells them to have courage and be not afraid.  Peter says to Jesus, if it is you, command me to come to you.  Peter starts out but becomes frightened when he sees (again with the eyes) how strong the waves are and begins to sink.  Jesus reaches out to him and says, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  
The disciples will continue to have these lessons taught to them by Jesus time and time again, until He knows that when He has physically left them, they will come to see, not through any of their five senses, but with their vision of faith, the message Jesus was sent here by His father to teach, that His love is unconditional.  It is always with us, guiding, us, protecting us.  There is no doubt that our lives here will bring us the same kind of experiences the disciples faced while He taught them and later when they lived the rest of their lives spreading the message of love, as they were taught.  They did not know what lay ahead, only that Jesus promised them His love and protection would always be with them, even unto death.
We may not always understand what comes to us in our earthy lives.  Some event or personal tragedy may take a terrible toll on us.  But God promised that He will always be with us, in all ways, even when we forget.  When we, in turn, live in the same faith and love that God has for us, no matter what happens in our lives, He will show us that we have, through Him, the power to overcome.  If we see before us a mountain and our only prayer is that God remove it from our path, we miss that He, in His wisdom, already has given what us what we need, which is the strength to climb that mountain.  When we try to do anything in our lives on our own, we are going to fail.  Do we really think we can do better than God?  When faced with adversity, take it to Him and make your prayer be only that He gives you the wisdom and the vision to recognize what He wants you to learn from that experience.  
We are all in that boat with the disciples.  Some days the water will be calm.  In those times it is easy to praise God and thank Him for our lives.  But when storms threaten us, we are tempted to close our eyes in fear, thinking all is lost, we are abandoned.  But we must open up to the vision of God’s love for us and not be blind to the life preserver that is floating by.  Everything that comes our way is a gift from God to teach the truth of who we really are – extensions of His love.  We are given this life on earth as an opportunity to believe in that truth - that we are extensions of God’s love and that everything that comes to us is an opportunity to extend that love to our brothers and sisters making this journey with us.  We cannot find the peace, love, and joy God wishes for us without living our lives in the truth that we are one with Him and one with everything and everyone.  
I’d like to share a couple of examples that will hopefully make some sense out of my words today.

There was a woman on a TV show I was watching who announced that she believed that getting cancer was the greatest gift God had given her.  In fact that it was the answer to a prayer.  Her life was perfect, the way most of us would like to imagine ours lives would be, if perfect.  But she always had the feeling that something was missing.  She went to church and thought she had a satisfactory belief in God but as the years went on, she began to ask, as the song says, “Is that all there is, my friend, is that all there is?”  What was the point of being here, to live without really knowing and understanding the point of it all.  God was listening to her prayer.  He answered and gave her the gift of cancer.  All of the sudden her life was upside down.  Everything she thought was the reality of her happiness was changed or gone.  That is why we cannot count on anything except God’s promise of love to show us the truth.  That which can change is not the truth.  When this woman finally realized this, her “life” was restored.  She still has cancer but now she knows the true purpose of her life, that she is not just a body taking up space on this planet, alone, but part of God’s plan –to know the love God has for her and to use every moment of the rest of her life living and sharing that love.  
The second example comes from a book I found here in the back of church.  “Tramp For The Lord” is the true story of Carrie Ten Boom, a survivor of a Nazi concentration camp.  During her imprisonment, while enduring unspeakable treatment and living conditions, she used her faith in God to overcome every experience she had there.  No matter what was happening, she would let go of her fear and let God take over.  He never let her down.  She was able to survive long enough to be released as the Allies advanced and made a promise to dedicate the rest of her life to getting the message of God’s love to the world.  She knew that if God had not put her right where she needed to be and at the right time to need Him the most, she would not be prepared to teach his message, just as the disciples had to learn from all the lessons Jesus provided for them.  During her subsequent travels all over the world, she would continue have opportunities to strengthen her trust in God to take care of things.  Sometimes she would have no money, travel arrangements would not work out, she would be stranded alone somewhere she had no intention of being and she would start to doubt God’s plan.  She would say to herself “this is not what I had planned.”  But when she would finally let go of whatever she perceived was the problem and surrender it to God, His plan, not hers, would take over.  

God, in His unconditional and everlasting love for us will keep providing us with opportunities to learn that true happiness comes from believing and living His only commandment - Love one another as I love you .  
I leave you with a phrase from one of my favorite hymns “Be not afraid, I go before you always.  Come follow me and I will give you rest.”

