Reflection 

September 25, 2005
Today’s gospel tells us the parable of two sons, each asked to do a task.  One said yes then failed to do it, the other said no, but later did the task as asked.  Sounds simple enough, very straight forward, not much to say to get the message across, right?  When I read today’s gospel, I thought I wouldn’t be able to come up with enough to expand on this parable.  As I started to meditate on the subject, I realized I was wrong.  Jesus’ words are always simple and to the point but His messages speak volumes.
Jesus was telling this parable to the Pharisees who were the elite of society; educated, wealthy and powerful.  They knew the laws of Moses thoroughly and followed them to the letter.  But here was Jesus telling them that the lowliest of the low, the tax collectors and prostitutes (they sure had it out for prostitutes in those days!) would make their way into heaven before them.  
The message is clear.  If anyone thinks that just following the laws of the church, going through the motions, tithing, fasting, observing the Sabbath and so on, is all that is necessary to fulfill God’s will, is not getting the message.  Every day of our lives should be a testament to the message, not just certain days and in certain ways.  All Jesus asks is that we love one another as He loves each of us.  He is asking us to look for ways in all aspects of our lives to find that love He has for us in one another.  Sometime, all it might take is saying or doing nothing in a situation where, in the past we might have said mean, unkind words or taken vengeful actions when we think we have been wronged.  At the very least, do no harm.  Change your mind and your behavior will be changed.  Don’t just say “Yes” to the words of Jesus, instead “Live and Be” the message of Jesus.

The other aspect of today’s parable is the son who initially said no to the task.  Jesus was comparing him to those of us who have heard Jesus call to us, to go to the field and work, but said no.  That might mean I would have to do some work, I might have to think about it, it might make me uncomfortable, I might have to change.  Even though I am not doing so well in my present situation, it is easier to stay where I am then have to do something about it.  Thank God, we are always given a chance to change our mind!  God never leaves us.  We may think that we are living a life apart from Him but that is an illusion we have created.  We think we are alone, separate from each other, fearful of one another, fearful of life, fearful of God.  God wants us to be happy.  He gave us free will. He wants us to use it, trial and error, to find our way to Him. We create our own heaven or hell by the choices we make every day.  Why would He give us free will and then say, if you do not do as I say, I will damn you forever unless you repent for all your sins. (I have an issue with the church’s concept of sin, especially the big one, original sin, but I’ll save that for another time).  Sure, when we make choices to live our lives certain ways, we must accept the consequences for those choices, take responsibility for our actions.  If we want a different outcome, change your mind and your behavior will change.  Insanity has been defined as expecting a different outcome even though you keep doing the same thing.  God is waiting patiently and lovingly for us to change our mind and say “Yes”.  

God’s love is unconditional and guaranteed, no matter which choice we make and it is our choice, our heaven or hell.  His choice for us is heaven, would we want anything different?
