Today’s Gospel is yet another parable, sometimes referred to as the parable of the tenants.  Though parables can sometimes be ambiguous about who is playing what role in the story, this one does not mince words.  It is pretty clear who the landowner is, who the tenants are, who the servants are, and certainly who the son is.  
For me, there was no mistaking the lesson here.  If we are tenants in the vineyard, then we have been blessed by the landowner.  The land and community around us, and even our very lives are God’s gift to us.  We are given free reign to use these gifts with very little oversight; because God has placed His trust in us that we will use them the way that is intended for us to use them.  At this point, things take a turn for the worse when the tenants display some of the ugliest aspects of humanity; while the story focuses on landowner’s continued faith in the tenants, for God’s love and ability to forgive are strong.  But the tenants fail to find the redemption that the landowner continues to give them chances to find; and the ending becomes a warning to anyone who would live in the vineyard.  
Jesus tells this story from the perspective of already accepting his fate, and we are meant to understand that his faith is stronger than his fear of what is to come.  And so I do not feel that this is a story that is meant to instill a sense of humanity’s hopelessness or fear of God’s retribution; even though it sounded that way to me at first.  

I searched a bit for some guidance on how I should interpret this particular scripture.  The story may have focused on corruption and all of the consequences that come with it; but we could just as easily find examples throughout history of those who did not choose the corrupt path.  While preparing this reflection, I remembered one of the most powerful movies that I have ever seen; Schindler’s List.  While the story of the holocaust is filled with more than enough despair, which this movie didn’t spare the viewers from; it is one of the only stories about the holocaust that I have ever seen that not only shows something positive that came out of it all; but actually takes one of the most horrific things humanity has been a part of, and gives birth to a very strong sense of hope.
So how can the Parable of the Tenants offer a sense of hope?  I think it is important to take a step back and realize that God does not view us as the disappointing tenants, but as His children who have the potential to make good choices and bad choices for how we use the vineyard.  God chooses to continue to believe in us; that we will make good choices.  When I was a teenager, my Dad shared something with me that I’ll never forget.  Being very ecumenical, he explained to me his concept of lay ministry; that is that everyone is a minister of something.  We can be ministers on the assembly line, in the teachers’ lounge, on the phone, in the classroom; or maybe at the library, in a cubicle, out in a field, in the portrait studio, or while making a delivery…..the list could go on. And by this, he did not mean preaching. He meant, reaching out to others. Being a sympathetic ear, or helping someone organize after the loss of a relative; or offering words of encouragement to someone facing a new challenge, or even just telling someone that you believe in them.  

Our vineyard is surrounded with opportunities to do good and meaningful things, every day.  Through our faith, we can have the vision to recognize and act on these opportunities.  I think the landowner will be pleased with these tenants.
