REFLECTION 

October 15, 2006
One day a fisherman was lying on a beach with his fishing pole propped up in the sand, his solitary line cast into the blue surf, enjoying the warm afternoon sun.  Walking down the beach towards him was a man trying to relieve some of his workday stress.  He paused a moment, watching the fisherman, and then said “You aren’t going to catch many fish that way.  You should be working rather than lying on the beach!”

The fisherman looked up at the man, smiled and replied, “And what will my reward be?”

Well, you can get bigger nets and catch more fish” was the man’s answer.
“And then what will my reward be?” asked the fisherman, still smiling.

“You will make money and be able to buy a boat which will catch you more fish!” replied the man.

“And then what will my reward be?” asked the fisherman again.

Getting a little irritated with the fisherman, the man replied “You can buy a bigger boat and hire people to work for you!”

“And then what will my reward be?” repeated the fisherman.

Getting angry now, the man exclaimed, “You can build up a fleet of fishing boats, sail all over the world, and let all your employees catch fish for you!”

Once again the fisherman asked, “And then what will my reward be?”

Red with rage, the man shouted, “Don’t you understand that you can become so rich that you will never have to work for a living again!  You can spend the rest of your days sitting on this beach, looking at the sunset, not having a care in the world!”
The fisherman, still smiling, looked up and said, “And what do you think I’m doing right now?”

Our society is so materialistic, that it is easy for us to forget what really matters in life.  Possessions, be it a house, a car, a boat, the latest, the biggest and the best, all these things sometimes become goals in life.  The problem is, these things that have become our goals, our treasures, and our prize possessions, leave us vulnerable if, through some misfortune, we lose them.  So, we now have to protect ourselves and our “beloved possessions” against any situation or person that may threaten our treasures.  In other words, we feel we have to separate ourselves from each other in order to keep what we have.  To quote from ACIM, “Our function is to work together, because apart from each other we cannot function at all”.  In God’s mind, “We cannot be separated”.  In this world the ego made, we believe we can find the peace, joy and happiness that God has willed for us by cutting ourselves off from our brothers.  When we give anything outside ourselves the power to define who we are, causing us to feel the need to separate from each other, sadly, we will never find our true treasure and our way to salvation.  What is this treasure, you may ask.  The answer is so simple.  We are the treasure.  We are God’s treasure, the only thing He wants.  We, together, not separate, are the beloved of God
God gave us everything we need during this earthly phase of our eternal existence.  Nothing that God created in this world has any purpose other than to help us understand where our true treasure lies.  There is nothing inherently wrong with having a nice car, a big house or having lots of money.  What goes against our true nature, the “Oneness” we share with God and our brothers, is entrusting our worth to anything that makes us forget who we really are.  God’s wish for us is to enjoy the fruits of creation.  They are the means to our salvation if used to fulfill the will of God.  See God’s glory in all His gifts; extend them in love to His son’s, for, as St. Francis taught us to pray, it is in giving that we receive.

The thoughts I end with today are a composite of quotes from ACIM.
“The journey to God is merely the reawakening of the knowledge of where (we) are always, and what (we) are forever.  It is a journey without distance to a goal that has never changed.  God’s welcome waits for us all…  Forget not the Kingdom of God for anything the world has to offer (for our) heart lies where (our) treasure is, as His does.  (We) who are beloved of God are wholly blessed”.  
“Henceforth, hear but the Voice for God…(the Holy Spirit) He will direct your efforts, telling you exactly what to do, how to direct your mind, and when to come to Him in silence, asking for His sure direction and His certain Word”.

Nothing real can be threatened.

Nothing unreal exists.

Herein lies the peace of God
