REFLECTION FOR 11/13/05                                                 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time

The second reading today is from 1 Thessalonians.  The last few weeks of the liturgy year stress how we must be prepared for when we will be called by our Father thru death or for the second coming of Jesus.  When a big event is being planned in the future, we prepare for that event whether it’s a wedding, graduation, birth of a baby, Christmas or whatever it may be.  We are always preparing for something.  We need to prepare for the day that we will be called home by God.  We must prepare our souls by the way we live, we must be alert and always ready for none of us know the day or the hour that we may be taken from this life on earth. 
The first reading and the gospel have a similar meaning.  In the first reading; when the husband finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond pearls.  She uses her abilities to please her husband, helps the poor and needy and uses to the fullest what God has blessed her with.  In the gospel about the servants and the talents given and entrusted to them follows the same theme as the first reading.  
The word “talent” has come into our language from this parable.  It has come to mean abilities and special gifts.  What abilities or special gifts has God given to you?

We receive both natural and spiritual talents from God.  Our natural talents enable us to work for our daily bread and support ourselves.  Our spiritual talents are something that God gives for the purpose of building up others in a life of faith and to grow in the love of God and neighbor. They’re good and meant to be used.  A spiritual talent or ability is not at all complicated to use.  We can teach our children to pray, visit the elderly and shut-ins, pray and many more simple tasks.  As told in the gospel, we need to use them or lose them.  There are examples everywhere of people who don’t have training, aren’t highly skilled, have no particular knack, but when the time comes for them to further God’s kingdom, the gift is there.  The Spirit takes pleasure in surprises and on turning the tables on the expected.  It’s wise to leave ourselves open for such action.  

I have here package of flower seeds.  (Ask what will happen to the flower seeds if I put them in a closet and forget about them?)   That’s right….they are just going to lay there and nothing happen and in time be of rot or be of no use.  In other words, I’m going to hide the gift that those seeds could be giving.   That is what will happen to the God given gifts, talents, or abilities given to us if we do not use them.  What should I do with the flower seeds?   (Plant them…water and nurture them)  Then what will happen?   Yes, they will grow into beautiful flowers for everyone to enjoy.  That is what will happen to the God given gifts, talents, or abilities given to us if we use them, they will grow and benefit many.    
As we walk in faith with our eyes and ears open to the leading of the Holy Spirit, IDEAS will begin to come.  The idea comes and you step out in faith to do it – to speak or to serve.  You just attempt to do it.  Faith helps us to move away from fear of failure, fear of looking stupid, fear of being criticized.  A little step of faith gets you started.  We need to unwrap the gifts that God has given us and use them.  

I think about things that relate to the lyrics of songs that we sing. The opening song today was “Service”.  The opening line “We are made for service to care for each other.”  That is what we can use our abilities for…to serve others and bring them closer to God.   (OVER)
So many songs come to mind that mention the gifts God has given us.  (Ask what song comes to mind when you hold up your finger and blow on it)  Of course!  “This Little Light of Mine” Again this song tells us to let our light shine.  Don’t hind it under a bushel basket, don’t let the devil blow it out but let it shine for all to see.  We don’t have to start out big.  Just start with small actions that use your abilities, and then watch them grow as God gives you more opportunities to use your abilities.  
As we see the farmer’s crops being harvested, let us think about how our crop of talents is coming along. Are they ready to be harvested? Will the Lord be pleased with our crop?
So whether your ability is to make people happy, to be compassionate, to smile, to encourage others, to teach, to love, to share, to listen, to sing or any of the  thousands of other gifts God has given to us, use them, don’t lose them and let them SHINE AND GROW!
