Reflection for 1-15-06

Today we find Samuel in the temple of the Lord answering to a call that he does not know is coming from the Lord.  But this would be a turning point for him, and he would become both aware of, and an instrument of God.  This revelation by God to Samuel is in essence what God later set out to accomplish through Christ.  Christ, as the son of God was here to reveal God’s nature to all of us.  Jesus stood as a living invitation to become instruments of God; which Paul so eloquently describes as being a part of the body of Christ.  
Samuel and Paul illustrate two spiritual milestones:

1. God being revealed

2. What we choose to do once we have become aware

That is, once we are given the challenge of giving our lives to God, do we accept the challenge?  Even Jesus himself struggled with God’s will for him.  Soon we will hear Bill singing those powerful words “Father, is there no other way?  Father, I know not what to pray.  I’ve always sought to do your will; and that is my desire still.  But why do I feel so alone?”  Alone.  There is something that we can all understand.  When we think about doing what is right, the fear of being alone in doing so can be paralyzing.  Jesus resigns himself to his fate and says “Father, I do your will today.”  And so Jesus shows us that doing God’s will does not necessarily mean doing what is popular.  Had he waited for his message to be popular, he may never have gone to the cross; but what would his message be?  Doing what is right can wait until everyone is on board with it?
Similarly, had Rosa Parks waited for a group to stand up with her to support her right to defy segregation, she may never have suffered any unpleasant consequences in the short run.  But there would not be a meaningful legacy of courage for us to remember about her either.  And if there were not a few brave folks who demanded representation for the taxes they were paying, we may be singing “God Save the Queen” today, instead of “The Star Spangled Banner.”  And I look forward to the day when Christians in northwest Ohio can look back and say that if it weren’t for those few faithful people from Kansas St. James and United Parishes, we may not have been able to preserve these beautiful historic church communities.  
God is revealed to all of us at some point in our lives.  I remember when the stage was set for me as a 10 year old kid.  I was at an age where it was hard to believe what I could not see.  I questioned anything that I could not see and wrote it off as make believe.  And in one of those moments of defiance toward my father that kids that age can have, I asked him flat out if I had to believe in God.  As a pastor, I thought his answer would be “yes son, as your father I am telling you that you have to believe in God.”  But that wasn’t what he said at all.  He said “don’t believe anything without proof.”  So naturally I asked who could prove God’s existence to me.  He said that nobody could prove that except for God, and that when the time was right, God would prove it to me in a deeply personal way.  
As we continue to preserve the memories of St. James while creating new ones; may we always remember the nature of God as revealed to us and act in the spirit of what we are called to do.  I remember a prayer that Chris from United Parishes shared during one of our meetings here which I think is appropriate:
My lord God,

I have no idea where I am going.

I do not see the road ahead of me.

I cannot know for certain where it will end.

Nor do I really know myself,

And the fact that I think that I am following your will

Does not mean that I am actually doing so.

But I believe that the desire to please you

Does in fact please you.

And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.

I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.

And I know that if I do this

You will lead me by the right road,

Though I may know nothing about it.

Therefore will I trust you always,

Though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.

I will not fear, for you are ever with me,

And you will never leave me to face my perils alone. 

May St. James Parish continue to be a part of the body of Christ
