January 22, 2006

The first reading today of the prophet Jonah, really intrigued me as I studied it.  Jonah did eventually go to the pagan city of Ninevah at God’s request, but his journey took an unexpected detour.  Jonah did not want to go when God first asked him.  He was no great orator and was fearful that those pagans would do him harm if he told them of God’s plan to destroy them if they did not repent their sinful ways.  So Jonah fled by taking passage on a ship only to be tossed overboard during a storm and swallowed by a whale.  After three days in the whale’s stomach, Jonah was finally spit up on shore.  God again contacted Jonah and asked him to go preach to the people of Ninevah.  After suffering the consequences of not following God’s command the first time, Jonah decided to take his chances with the pagans.  From the reading we know his mission was successful, the pagans changed their sinful ways and God spared them.  And Jonah was amazed that he was able to accomplish his task so easily once he decided to follow God’s will.
My first study of this reading produced this thought.  It is no mystery to people of faith that all things are possible through God.  In times of trial and adversity, when we lift our voices in prayer to a loving God, He will always be at our side, gently guiding us in the direction He knows will be the best for us, no matter where it may lead, even if it’s in the belly of a whale.
Secondly, I reflected on the idea of God choosing a man such as Jonah for that great task.  A common man, Jonah thought he was no match for what God asked him to do. My faith has taught me that God is man’s true nature, always, and in all ways, and that truth, cannot be described as common. 

Lastly, I pondered the nature of God as presented in the reading.  Taken literally, the words show us a demanding, vengeful God who will destroy if He is not obeyed.  Biblical writings, especially the Old Testament, portray with words, a very jealous, wrathful, quick to anger god, who ruled with fear.  In a previous reflection, I shared with you that I spent a good portion of my life believing in that God, the one I feared would take every opportunity to make my life miserable if I did not live up to His standards all of the time. Thinking back to those early times of man’s dealings with what their perception of who and what God was, I can see why they had such a fearful image of Him.  Their god was one made in the image and likeness of man!  They had not yet been exposed to the message that Jesus was eventually sent to deliver to mankind – that God extends from love, not out of fear. When I look at the story of Jonah from the perspective of love, I see a god who so loved the people of Ninevah, that He wanted to let them know there was a better way to live.  A way, if they would take Jonah’s message to heart, that would be their salvation, in this life as well as in eternity.  It would be their choice of course, to either live according to the law of love, or the law of the ego, without god. The choice of a life of heaven or of hell is our own.  God’s wish for us is heaven, but the choice is ours. 
The second reading invites us to think about how we humans tend to live.  A lot of what has happened to us in the past, or what we perceive might happen to us in the future, keeps us stuck in fear, doomed from living the life that God wishes us to live now.  Don’t wait for tomorrow, hoping it will be better than yesterday, or fearing that the future may take away what we have had in the past.  All that exists is happening at this very moment.  As Joel Osteen so aptly stated, “Live your best life now”. Time is short and there are no instant replays.

Today’s gospel again shows us that Jesus chose ordinary human beings to help him with the task He has ahead of Him.  His time was short, only 36 months to teach them the reason for His coming and the truth of His faith that would last for all time. These were simple fishermen with little education.  They had little of possessions, but they answered Jesus’ call, instantly and without looking back and of no fear of what lay ahead.  How changed was the world the day Christ entered the lives of those ordinary people.  When we invite God into our lives, there is nothing that can stop us from accomplishing a great deal of good for our brothers and ourselves and the time is now.

As I was sitting at the computer, trying to find some way to wrap this all up, the words of a now familiar song immediately popped into my head. 

 “Come unto Jesus, give Him your life today. Come unto Jesus, let Him show the way. 
Amen

