WHO’S IN CHARGE?      

By Elaine Roush

In today’s gospel, Jesus spoke in the synagogue with “a voice of authority”.  The people were impressed, especially when Jesus commanded the evil spirit to leave one man.  And it did.  

Authority—a quality we encounter nearly everyday of our lives.  Our manner of dealing with it may affect the remainder of our day, even our life, as well as that of other people.  

AUTHORITY means a legal right, a body or group in control.  It carries with it a sense of Power. This title is usually earned.

One might work up a corporate ladder. Another might study and become educated on a particular topic and thus be acclaimed to be an authority in that area.  Another aspect of authority is in the family setting.  Parents and guardians hold the authoritative role in a home, although, in a few cases during my experiences at Parent/Teacher conferences, I wondered who was really in charge in a few households.

Certain African tribes, Italian and Spanish cultures value the eldest members of their family as having full authority.  It is tradition that permission be granted from the head of the family in nearly every decision—to marry, to choose or change a career, to relocate, even to have a child. 

With authority comes responsibility. It requires using good judgment. This is acquired from experience, either personal, or observed in others—even biographies.  Have you ever had a boss who was younger than you?  How did you feel about that?  No doubt the attitude of that younger person in charge determined whether he/she was accepted or resented.

Jesus was in his early 30’s when He was preaching in that temple.  Did the listeners consider him to be “wet behind the ears”, or a “young punk”, a “know-it-all”? I doubt it.  His manner of presentation was such that they listened, they accepted.  They respected Him. They should have.  After all, He learned these truths from His  Father, who had authored them.

Authority is often misconstrued with the term Absolute Power.  We are all aware of some negative leaders in the world throughout history:  The fallen angels, Adolf Hitler, Stalin, Al Capone, Sudam Husein—all brilliant minds, yet they used that intelligence in selfish and greedy ways without consideration of others in their charge.   Why did God allow those people to have such authority?  The book “Why?”  by Ann Graham Lotz  says that God’s plan is bigger than man’s.   We all have a free will.  

God the Father gave us the 10 commandments. These rules are the basis for ALL OTHER LAWS IN THE WORLD.  They were given to Moses with respect, with consideration.  They are NOT unattainable—although, the flesh is weak and, humans that we are, we sin. God is a forgiving father.  If we but ask for His mercy and forgiveness, it is given to us.  

Authority can also be delegated.  Jesus did that by directing the apostles and disciples to spread the 
Word of God.  He called upon the Holy Spirit  to enlighten them, and to enable them to speak in the native tongues. This is symbolized by the droplets of fire floating above the heads of the 12 apostles. Perhaps that is how we acquired the phrase “ I see the light” or that light bulb glowing above someone’s head in a cartoon.

Sometimes I think that the Holy Spirit , the third person in the Trinity, gets neglected.  He does not get as much attention as God the Father, or Jesus, His Son.  Perhaps we should direct more prayer requests to the Holy Spirit  for direction in our present church  situation.  We should also pray for direction of the minds and wills of the Bishop and the upper echelon of the Church—those “ in authority”.

Each of us, at some time, finds him/herself in charge, having authority. Sometimes, more than others, sometimes more than we wish.  How we react, how we handle that situation,  often affects other people.  We are each in charge of our own decisions.  

If you need a “voice of authority”, just ask “ What would Jesus do?”  Then listen.  I’ll bet that the Holy Ghost will answer.  

