Today’s gospel tells of Peter’s shock and dismay when Jesus announced to the disciples that soon He would suffer at the hands of His enemies, be put to death and on the third day be raised.  Jesus, rather sternly, reminded Peter that just a short time ago, he proclaimed that Jesus was indeed the Christ, the Son of the living God.  It seems that Peter, in his humanness, once again doubted the divinity of Jesus.
Jesus then told His disciples, if they wished to follow Him, they must deny, or renounce themselves and take up their cross.   Jesus was only asking them to let go of all their fears, as hard as it may be, and follow in His footsteps.  To set aside all thoughts that anything of this world would benefit or protect them.  He will give them all they need to endure what lay ahead, even unto death, if only they embrace Him, love Him and trust in His word of life everlasting.  
When I was asked to give the reflection on today’s gospel, my first reaction was, I’d rather bring the rolls.  But, my second thought was, that would be the easy way.  My humanness was telling me to play it safe, don’t put myself out there.  My spirit was telling me to give.  To put my money where my mouth is.  To step up to the plate.  In other words, to take up my cross.  It is one thing to sit in church, listen to the gospels then have someone else try and make sense of what those words mean.  It is quite another to sit by yourself, take those words to heart, and ask if I have enough faith in those words to make them the center of my being.  We are what we believe and in that belief we live accordingly.  
We are all called to be disciples, to follow Christ.  But sometimes the price we think we have to pay is too great.  What of this world is so priceless that it is worth the loss of what God has promised if we follow Him?   
I’ll let you in on a little secret that helps me whenever I am tempted to feel that living up to God’s measure begins to get me outside of my comfort zone.  I just ask myself “What would Jesus do?”
Give us the courage, O Lord, to follow where you lead, even to the Cross itself.

