
Dear Teachers:  We have created the following study guide to help make your students’ experience
with Madera Vox as meaningful as possible. For some, it will be their first time seeing an oboe or
bassoon up close for the first time, or listening to how a composer creates new music.  We have
learned that when teachers discuss the program with their students before and after the performance,
the experience is more significant and long-lasting. Our study guide provides pre- and post-
performance discussion topics, as well as related activity sheets/ideas. These are just suggestions;
please feel free to create your own activities and areas for discussion. We hope you and your class
enjoy the performance!

IMAGINE IT! Program & Study Guide

Children’s Songs: No. 6, No. 7 (1983) Chick Corea (b. 1941)
arr. by D. Gluck

“My Ship” (1940) Kurt Weill (1900 – 1950)
lyrics: Ira Gershwin
arr. C. Carter

“A Mad Rush” Vernon Elliott (1912-1996)
   from The Penguins- a suite for oboe and bassoon

Shark Attack David Gluck (b. 1967)

Jeux d’eau (1901) Maurice Ravel (1875 – 1937)

Lobster Telephone David Gluck

“When I’m 10 Years Old” Beatles/arr. D. Gluck;
lyrics: K. Ellenwood

“Mellow Yellow Submarine” Beatles/Donovan
arr. D. Gluck
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“My Ship:” Pre-Performance Discussion & Activity

Distribute and/or read the following lyrics to the class and discuss the imagery created by the poetry.
Talk about how it makes them feel, what they see in their minds, and if they put the words in a song,
what would it sound like.

Recommended Activity: Draw/paint a picture of the ship and the scene in the song, taking
inspiration from the poetry of the song.  We will look at the artwork created by the students after the
song is performed.  We will also be viewing other other images inspired by the music in the program;
it would be really great to have a few images created by the students themselves that we can discuss
during the concert.

MY SHIP

Words by Ira Gershwin
Music by Kurt Weill

My ship has sails that are made of silk
The decks are trimmed with gold
And of jam and spice
There's a paradise in the hold

My ship's aglow with a million pearls
And rubies fill each bin
The sun sits high in a sapphire sky
When my ship comes in

I can wait the years till it appears
One fine day one spring
But the pearls and such
They don't mean much
If there's missing just one thing

I do not care if that day arrives
That dream need never be
If the ship I sing
Doesn't also bring
My own true love to me.

Other suggested Pre and/or Post Performance Discussion & Activities:

• Listen to Children’s Songs No. 6 & 7 on the demo cd included with the study guide.  Compare
the piano arrangement (original) versus the Madera Vox arrangement (oboe, bassoon, piano
and percussion).  This could also be done following the performance.

• Listen to the “Madera Vox Collage.”  Discuss the word “collage” and how it relates to the music
and how it relates to art.  Discuss the name of the group, “Madera Vox” and translate it.  Make
an actual collage out of the word “madera” and “vox” figuratively and literally, or whatever the
class collectively imagines through the music.

• Explore in more depth the double-reed family of instruments (see enclosed educational sheets
provided by Student Arts Information & Lessons, Virginia Arts Festival, 2006; used with
permission).
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Post-Performance Discussion & Activity

• Continue to discuss the imagery created by the music, and compare what their initial thoughts
were and the images presented by group.

• Discuss the kinds of music the group played, and the program; was there a theme?

• Discuss the lyrics to “When I’m 10 Years Old.”  What words would they write?  What will life be
like for them when they are 10 years old (or older)? What will be important?

Activity:

• Present the children with various images, and have them improvise a piece on their
instruments (drums, piano, recorder, voice) based on the image.

• Write their own poem/lyric based on what they think life will be like when they are older.

WHEN I’M TEN YEARS OLD

Words by K. Ellenwood, inspired by
Lennon/McCartney, with a little help from
Rhiannon Parsaca

When I get older, in the fifth grade
Many years from now
Will I still be adding numbers, like 9 and 1
Playing baseball, hit a homerun?
If I stay up till a quarter to 9
Do as I am told?
Will you still read to me, flush me and feed
me
When I’m 10 years old

From Junie B. to Harry P. and sometimes
even on TV
If I’ve been real good

Disney afternoons…
Plugged into my iPod
When I’m in the mood

When I get taller, in the fifth grade
Many years from now
I can reach the top shelf
Get the treats for myself
Go to dances, take the high dive
Maybe mom will let me sky-dive…
Probably not.

From Junie B. to Harry P. and sometimes
even on TV
If I’ve been real good

X-box, Wii and PS3 and sometimes even on
TV
If I’ve been real good

Runescape afternoons…
Plugged into my iPod
When I’m in the mood

When I get smarter, in the fifth grade
Many years from now
I will multiply, divide and all of that stuff
Play the oboe, that’s not so tough

Can I stay up till a quarter to 12
Do as I am told?

Will you still read to me, flush me and feed
me
Will you still love me, hug me and bug me,
Will you still drive me, help me, high-five
me,

When I’m 10 years old


