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Rector’s Message-Convention and chance for new Outreach ministry
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Dear St. Luke’s family,

In January and February, there are events in our church life that remind us that we are part of something bigger than ourselves- and it is a reason to rejoice.


Last week, 3 delegates and I attended our Diocesan Convention. Jeanne Merryman, Kathy Matlock, Pat Roth and I attended on behalf of St. Luke’s. We also had another parishioner attending on behalf of our District, Lexi Matlock! It was a great contingent from our parish family, and we had a chance to report back on our observations of the “doings” at Convention back on Jan. 31st.

Without going over all of the points discussed at Convention, the theme (as it is every year) is that we have an amazing church family amongst the 108 parishes and missions of the Diocese of Newark. We are diverse both within and alongside our churches, and our message to the world is strong: “God loves you and welcomes you to the Episcopal Church.”

Convention is the legislative and representative body of our diocesan life, and one message that came through this year is that “the diocese” is US, and the diocese needs us to ensure that our work is successful. The Bishop and the Diocesan Budget Cmte (of which I’m a member) have asked us to help raise funds for additional outreach beyond the amazingly high percentage we send to The Episcopal Church from the diocese (25%!). We have asked parishes to help contribute to something new called the Alleluia Fund. We need to look at the possibilities of doing so, and one way we might fulfill this would be by having an offering at a social event.

Suffice it to say that we at St. Luke’s will find a way to help as we are able, but, more importantly, we will continue to expand our own outreach with a new possible outreach ministry being explored and as the Pantry is expected to increase.

The new outreach we’re looking at is the possibility of becoming a partner church for the InterFaith Hospitality Network. The IFHN follows an established model for helping families who are homeless find rest and resources to move from homelessness into hope. We discussed this at the most recent Vestry meeting, and I plan on extending an invitation to the coordinator to come speak for a Forum in the coming months. We can ask him questions and find out more, and see whether it’s a good fit, but even at this stage I’m excited about the possibility of new outreach from our caring church family to those in need.


There will be more information at our Parish Meeting, but right now we ask that the parish family pray for God’s guidance and blessing on the ministries we do here at St. Luke’s.
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Ash Wednesday Schedule, plus Extra Lenten services

Ash Wednesday is the first day of the 40 days of Lent, and the schedule for the day is listed below. Like last year, we will have two opportunities to walk the Stations of the Cross at St. Luke’s, with the morning service including Holy Eucharist and Music! 

This year, we will move the morning Stations/Eucharist to THURSDAYS at 10:30am, and have the evening Stations also on THURSDAYS, just before Choir practice. The move from Wednesdays last year is due to scheduling conflicts, but the times have proven to be very successful for those wishing to add a service to their schedule as part of their Lenten discipline. Remember, not only are those services moving and rewarding, an important part of Lent is remembering to open up time to allow for God in our lives. Shceduling an extra service is a terrific way of saying, “Sorry, I’m not staying late for work,” or “This is something I need to do one morning a week.” I look forward to these Lenten services, and to continuing to share in the high level of commitment here at St. Luke’s. 

Of interest is that we will use the “loose plate” offering (offerings other than pledged envelopes) from our Thursday morning Lenten services toward our Music Ministry. This is a way to help us fund some of the new aspects of music ministry, such as purchasing music rights and other needs.

Ash Wednesday*

7:00am

12 noon

7:00pm with choir

*Each service has Ashes and Holy Eucharist

Extra Services in Lent

Thursdays (beginning Feb. 18th)- 10:30am, Stations of the Cross and Holy Eucharist with Music
Thursdays (beginning Feb. 18th)- 6:30pm Stations of the Cross only
Annual Meeting, Sunday, Feb. 28th
On Sunday, Feb. 28th, we will hold our Annual Meeting of St. Luke’s church. The schedule is to have one combined, shortened service at 9:30am in the church, followed immediately by the Annual Meeting in the parish hall. We will have bagels and other breakfast foods, coffee, tea and juice to munch on during the meeting. 

At the Annual meeting, you will hear reports from the various ministries of St. Luke’s and from the Rector, as well as a presentation of the 2010 Budget. Parishioners will also have a chance to elect three new Vestry members and one Warden.

The Annual Meeting is a longstanding tradition within the Episcopal Church, and it reminds us that we are one congregation together and we are united in our work of ministering as God’s people to God’s people.

Attendance at the Annual Meeting is vital in terms of your involvement in the St. Luke’s family and as part of your commitment through the Baptismal Covenant, and I strongly encourage all parishioners to attend. If you cannot attend for reasons of illness or physical disability, we will send reports to you at home following the meeting. 

All are welcome at the meeting. However, as part of our By-Laws and the laws of the State of NJ, you must meet certain requirements to have voice and vote. 

Requirements for voice and vote: parishioners who have attended regularly over the past six months; are included in the parish register with baptismal information recorded or transferred from another parish (meaning you have formally joined St. Luke’s); and be giving to the common life of St. Luke’s through your time, talent and treasure.

Short descriptions of open positions and requirements for nominees:

Vestry member (3 slots)- Three Year term: Vestry members represent parishioners and help to make decisions about the common life of the church with respect to call/election of people, financial stewardship of the parish, and the care and maintenance of the buildings of the church. The Vestry meets monthly on the 3rd Sunday every month from 11:40-1:30. Vestry members are attached as liaisons to ministries and working groups within the church, and their involvement goes far beyond the monthly meetings. Vestry members must meet the same requirements as parishioners for voice and vote plus be “Communicants in Good Standing,” meaning they should be models in giving of their time, talent and treasure to the work of St. Luke’s, be a pledger of record, and be actively involved in the life of the church.
Warden (1)-Two Year term: Works very closely with the Rector. Must meet the same requirements as a Vestry member, plus have received the rite of Confirmation or Reception by a Bishop in the Episcopal Church.

Convention Delegates (3 Delegates plus Alternates)- One Year term: Delegates to Convention have the important role of representing St. Luke’s in the Council of the Church body-specifically the annual Diocesan Convention (normally held the last Friday-Saturday in January of each year). Convention is the time when the diocese votes and passes resolutions for application in the diocese and/or to be sent to the national church for consideration at General Convention. It is also a great way to witness the life and various ministries of the roughly 108 parishes and missions in our diocese of Newark. The top three nominees by vote become the Delegates to next year’s Convention, and others become Alternates. However, each of these roles is important, since some years, one or more delegates cannot attend, and only those duly elected as Alternates can fill their seat. 

Same requirements needed as those becoming a Vestry member. Please be certain you can attend next year before placing your name for consideration.

District 1 Representatives (2)-One Year term: Parishioners with an interest in the work of the District, which includes ten churches in our area. We meet at different churches in the district to discuss how things are going at our churches and what we might accomplish together. Last year, we began to do more work together and made worship the start of every meeting. These meetings occur every other month. Ideally, there should be a good mix of ages and backgrounds for District reps.

If you are interested in running for one of these positions, please speak to Jean Wadnik or Ceil Zeno (who are our Nominating Committee) or to Fr. Tom. The final slate of candidates will be delivered by the Nominating cmte to the Vestry. The Cmte or the Vestry may ask you to wait for a future election, or offer advice on other ministries. If you are not sure whether you meet the qualifications for a position, please speak to Fr. Tom and/or the Nominating Committee.
Comfort Food Dinner,Feb. 13th
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St. Luke’s Fellowship Committee is planning a “Comfort Food” Dinner on Saturday February 13, 2010 at 5:00PM (note change from first ad saying 6pm).

Be creative with your favorite comfort food with Valentine’s Day in mind.

Bring your sweetheart and your children or come solo!  Everyone is welcome for a fun family night out!

There will be a freewill offering, which we will send to Episcopal Relief and Development to benefit the outreach the diocese of Haiti will do in the coming months following the tragic earthquake.

Confirmation Classes for 9th Grade and Up Young Adults

After an early planning meeting with Confirmands and parents at the end of January, there will be a Confirmation prep class for young adults currently in 9th grade or older. Fr. Tom and Confirmands will meet on Sunday evenings, from 6-7:15pm in the meeting room at the end of the Christian Ed. Bldg. The class will meet each Sunday in Lent, beginning on Feb. 21st.
The preparation for Confirmation is a time for commitment, and it is expected that youth attend all classes, be regular in church services, and that the class plan and participate in a mission/outreach activity or activities as a group in the early summer. The class will also meet for a second set of classes with Fr. Tom, likely in the Fall.


Confirmation help from parishioners;

The process of Confirmation preparation is also a commitment from the parish to raise up Christians, and there will be an opportunity for longtime parishioners to be involved during a class and/or as mentors.

If you would like to sign up as a mentor, please speak to Fr. Tom for more information.

Buildings and Grounds meetings

Our “B&G” meetings have resumed this year, and the next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 2nd at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall. We gather monthly to go over needs, and we help with “hands on” jobs for the care and maintenance of St. Luke’s buildings and property. We also coordinate the parishioner-led “parish cleanup day” in the spring. People interested in helping with the Buildings and Grounds should speak to the Vestry liaison, Michelle Boyer (e-mail at end of newsletter under Vestry information).

Received gifts you didn’t want? Consider the St. Luke’s eBay fundraiser!

We are highlighting this lesser known fundraiser this month, when many of us receive gifts that maybe we didn’t exactly want, or don’t think we’ll use. Sometimes we “regift” such presents, but we’d like you to consider giving them to the eBay fundraiser to sell for the benefit of St. Luke’s. This fundraiser has little in the way of fees, and nearly all of the funds are directly received by St. Luke’s. Lorrie and Jim Marine list the items and handle the shipping. 

Items to be donated work best when they have a mediium to high estimated selling value and low to medium shipping weight (no computers, monitors, etc.). People with a “good eye” for items would also be a plus to help sort goods received at Rummage Sales, etc. For more details, speak to Lorrie Marine.

Thank you (with pictures) to our Christmas Pageant cast!

Below is a repeat of the thank you from last month, along with a photo of the pageant! Fr. Tom made DVD’s for families with members in the pageant, and you can let him know if you need one.

We’d like to thank the pageant cast of St. Luke’s for such a wonderful “bringing to life” of Jesus’ birth:

MEMBERS OF THE ENSEMBLE
Narrators: Tayo Ilori, Tolu Ilori, Patrick VanPell

Mary: Jessica Minardi

Elizabeth: Molly Vatuna

Joseph: Joseph Santiago 

Baby Jesus: Rachel Marie Gass 

The Angel Gabriel: Alexandra Koluch

Roman Official: Cortney Boyer

Angels: Mia Albergato, Katie Ball, Ava Mathews, Julia Miller, Reagan Mitcheltree, Meghan VanPell, Zoe Vatuna, Novaleigh Wismer 

Kings: Louie Albergato, Nicole Boyer, Ryan VanPell

Shepherds: Kwame Tandoh, Nanama Tandoh, Anthony Vatuna

Animals: Corey Ball, Elyse Mathews, Kari Wismer

Special thanks to our Pageant Directors: Andrea Mitrcheltree, Danny Wismer and 

Kim VanPell. Thank you to Ann Hoyt, our Minister of Music, for her gift of music with the children. Thank you also to all the parents and people who helped at the many rehearsals and the day of the pageant, and, most especially, thank you for “loaning” us your children as a special gift  to Jesus on our Savior’s birth
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.
-photos courtesy of Kim and Craig VanPell

Fellowship and 
Volunteer Activities:

Fellowship Groups 
An active Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW) group, meets monthly on the 2nd Sunday at 9am. All women are automatically considered members and welcome at meetings. For more info, speak to Ceil Zeno.

A Men’s Group meets monthly at different homes. For more information, speak to Vic Zeno or Fr. Tom.

“St. Luke’s Tots” is a playgroup for toddlers and infants (and their mommies!). For more information, please speak with Tanya Mathews.

Fellowship Committee: Help plan fun dinners and lunches, such as “Italian Night” and “Comfort Food Night”

.

Greeters: This is a new group forming s the “first smiling face” people see when they visit St. Luke’s. Greeters will be assigned on a rotating list, and they should be ready to spend time talking with newomers before the service and during coffee hour. Greeters may be relatively new members themselves or people who have been here a long time. This is a very important welcoming ministry, and falls under the Welcoming/Newcomers Committee. Interested people should speak to Pat Roth or Fr. Tom.

Welcoming/Newcomers Committee: Helpwelcome the newest members of St.   
      Luke’s and make the newcomers feel 

      part of the St. Luke’s family

Outreach Activities
Luke’s Pantry, which provides groceries to local families in need every 2nd and 4th Monday, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Volunteers needed on Mondays to give out food or another day as “baggers” to get these healthy groceries ready for pickup. For more information or to volunteer, speak to Jeanne Merryman.

Meals-on-Wheels, a regularly supported ministry at St. Luke’s. It involves visits one week per month. Speak to Pat Ivankevitch for details.
Worship Ministries

Acolytes: Serving on the altar, carrying cross or torches in procession. Youth (4th grade and up) and adults are welcome in this ministry. See Fr. Tom for more details.

Altar Guild: Help setup for worship services. A “behind the scenes” ministry that is so important at St. Luke’s. Saturday is the usual set-up day, and Sundays between services are rotated by month. You work in teams. See Cathy Kintner for more information

Childrens’s Choir: Rehearsals are on special Sundays at the beginning of Sun. School (9:45). Children age 4 through Grade 3 are welcome. There is also a youth choir, with youth in grades 4-6, which meets weekly on Wednesdays at 4:00pm (see calendar). To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt.

Adult Choir: Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7pm and Saturdays at 10am. Warmup is on Sun. morning from 9-9:30am. Age range is 7th grade through adult. To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt

Layreaders: Reading on Sunday mornings or at other services. Training will be offered in May. See Fr. Tom for details.

Ushers: Our ushers arrive early to help setup, welcome visitors, hand out bulletins, guide people up for communion, and help people with physical disabilities into the church and during the service as needed. Both youth, 8th grade and older, and adults are welcomed to be ushers. See Fr. Tom for more information or to sign up.

Fundraisers

eBay Fundraiser: A successful fundraiser at St. Luke’s, which can use more people willing to sell and ship items. Also, items may be donated that have a high estimated selling value and low to medium shipping weight (no computers, monitors, etc.). People with a “good eye” for items would also be a plus. For more details, speak to Lorrie Marine or Pat Roth.

Tricky Tray: A major fundraiser that takes place in the fall.  People buy tickets to take a chance on winning a beautiful gift basket.  It is sponsored by and coordinated by the ECW.

Clergy and Officers’ Contact information

The Rev. Tom Mathews, Jr.


Rector

Administration
t_mathews@verizon.net
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Sundays:


8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II


9:50 a.m. Christian Education (Sept.-June)


10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with choir





Special Services in Lent





Ash Wednesday: 7am, 12 noon, 7pm (with music)





Thursdays in Lent: 


10:30am Stations of the Cross and HE with Music


6:30pm Stations of the Cross





St. Luke’s Mission Statement��Recognizing that God is the source of all that we are and all that we have, our call is to provide a loving and accepting environment so that we may share, through Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s unconditional love with our parish family and the wider community, and to continually nurture and develop our spiritual life through celebration of prayer, worship, education and play.
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