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Dear St. Luke’s family,

As the new year dawns, and the world looks to 2010 with a sense of resolve and new or deepened commitment, I invite you to consider new ways to be active in your faith at St. Luke’s and within our community.

Each month, we include a list of the most active groups, committees and outreach activities at the end of the newsletter. As this new year begins, please read them over, and consider trying a new one or renewing your commitment to an existing one. For example, if you would like to begin in a new committee that is integral to our parish, then consider becoming a greeter at one of the Sunday services. Also, if you are a member of the ECW or Men’s Group, “pen” in the dates of upcoming meetings in your calendars/blackberries/iPhones, etc.

In addition to getting more involved, a major way to start the new year would be to invite your friends or family to church with you one Sunday. We tried this as a particular Sunday some time back, but really it can be any or every Sunday. I’ve heard echoed so many times what I feel and believe- that St. Luke’s is a special place- and I know that when I find something special, I want to share it with others. You probably do as well, and what better thing to share than a community of faith, especially when there are SO many people who need it and long for it, but for some reason haven’t found it yet.

So, as we throw out our 09 calendars and pin up our new ones, let us do it with a sense of joy, hope and opportunity. And may God continue to bless St. Luke’s family in 2010 and always. Amen.

A new way of communicating-Prayer intentions

From conversations I’ve had with parishioners lately, it is absolutely clear that what we have at St. Luke’s is special. We’re

-A community that worships together

-A set of committees that work together and 

-A family of families that abide together.

As such, we share with one another in both the highs and lows of life, and we have had our share of both in our community this past year.

However, through the mutuality we experience in caring for one another and reaching out in the good and the bad times alike, we grow stronger together.

Toward the end of last year, I began writing e-mails with special prayer intentions for people facing grave issues. The abiding theme of these messages was that the people going through such difficult situations were not going through it alone! God was and is with them, and we were and are with them through our corporate prayer (as one body); and they have repeatedly said how much they felt our prayers.

The use of email itself can be a mixed blessing. It is an impossibly fast way to communicate and has become a norm for the majority of people in today’s society. I realize, however, that it is also very limited in transmitting feelings/expressions, etc., and it can sometimes be viewed as detached. However, the speed and scope make this method the best possible way in 2010, and I invite you to receive it that way. It’s not perfect, but it’s the best way until something better comes along, and using it to send our newsletters over the past year and a half has been a blessing on both sides.

Paramount in sending out these requests is my belief that prayer works. As many have said before, prayer might not be answered in the specific way we desire, but prayer is answered. God listens to us and wants us to be in conversation with God.

So, my New Year’s resolution, so to speak, is to keep this communication open for those who desire such prayers, being mindful that not everyone wishes to make public the issues they’re facing. As a priest, I take seriously the need for confidentiality, and I will not forward a request without permission.  I also invite you to consider the need for privacy and confidentiality unless you have permission to share someone else’s story. 

We still have a place for prayer for everyone in our services (with time for silent and aloud prayer requests) and on our prayer list. That will remain a part of our prayer life as well. But, I’m opening up this e-mail request for parishioners who would like to have people praying for a particular need.

As with any list, there is a need to be specific about what types of requests we’ll forward. To give you an idea of the kinds of prayer requests I’ll be forwarding, they will resemble the specific ones I sent in December. Requests should be for people in our parish and direct family members. While it is meaningful to pray for friends, extended family, co-workers, and others, such lists can become very large and hard to manage and follow; and, I believe, less of an impact for the hundred or so readers who get our e-mails. Those prayer requests, of course, will still be warmly accepted on our bulletin prayer list and during the prayers of the people.

Thank you to those who shared your positive feedback about this kind of prayer request communication, and I pray it continues to be a meaningful way of abiding together in 2010 and beyond.

Special Epiphany service ON Epiphany- January 6th, 2010!

On Wednesday, January 6th at 7:00pm, we will have an Epiphany service at St. Luke’s. This day, sometimes known as “Three Kings Day,” is a special day as the Christmas season comes to a close (the 12 days of Christmas is not just a song!). This service will be good for all ages, and very kid-friendly. We hope to have a special surprise visit by the three kings/magi, plus we’ll move the magi over to the Crèche scene. The worship service will be Compline, which we have done on Thanksgiving the past three years. It’s a short “bedtime” service, which monks and nuns (people living in cloistered community) do regularly as the final service before sleeping. It’s also a very nice service for churches and even families to do once in a while, since it’s accessible and doesn’t have communion. 

The service will have music and will last approximately 30-40 minutes, and we’ll sing some favorite songs. There will also be time for fellowship afterward, with coffee/tea, juice and treats. I hope you’ll give this service a try. Our “loose” offering for the service will go toward our music ministry/supplies.  
Received gifts you didn’t want? Consider the St. Luke’s eBay fundraiser!

We are highlighting this lesser known fundraiser this month, when many of us receive gifts that maybe we didn’t exactly want, or don’t think we’ll use. Sometimes we “regift” such presents, but we’d like you to consider giving them to the eBay fundraiser to sell for the benefit of St. Luke’s. This fundraiser has little in the way of fees, and nearly all of the funds are directly received by St. Luke’s. Lorrie and Jim Marine list the items and handle the shipping. 

Items to be donated work best when they have a mediium to high estimated selling value and low to medium shipping weight (no computers, monitors, etc.). People with a “good eye” for items would also be a plus to help sort goods received at Rummage Sales, etc. For more details, speak to Lorrie Marine.

Thank you to our Christmas Pageant cast!

We’d like to thank the pageant cast of St. Luke’s for such a wonderful “bringing to life” of Jesus’ birth:

 MEMBERS OF THE ENSEMBLE
Narrators: Tayo Ilori, Tolu Ilori, Patrick VanPell

Mary: Jessica Minardi

Elizabeth: Molly Vatuna

Joseph: Joseph Santiago 

Baby Jesus: Rachel Marie Gass 

The Angel Gabriel: Alexandra Koluch

Roman Official: Cortney Boyer

Angels: Mia Albergato, Katie Ball, Ava Mathews, Julia Miller, Reagan Mitcheltree, Meghan VanPell, Zoe Vatuna, Novaleigh Wismer 

Kings: Louie Albergato, Nicole Boyer, Ryan VanPell

Shepherds: Kwame Tandoh, Nanama Tandoh, Anthony Vatuna

Animals: Corey Ball, Elyse Mathews, Kari Wismer

Special thanks to our Pageant Directors: Andrea Mitrcheltree, Danny Wismer and 

Kim VanPell. Thank you to Ann Hoyt, our Minister of Music, for her gift of music with the children. Thank you also to all the parents and people who helped at the many rehearsals and the day of the pageant, and, most especially, thank you for “loaning” us your children as a special gift  to Jesus on our Savior’s birth.

We look forward to putting some photos of the pageant in next month’s newsletter!

Happy New Year!
As we begin this new year, may we greet God each day with all our hearts, minds and souls. May this year be a blessed time for the St. Luke’s family and all of the families and lives our church touches. And, as we begin anew on our calendars, may each of us begin anew in our lives with a renewed commitment to God and to our neighbor, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Fellowship and 
Volunteer Activities:

Fellowship Groups 
An active Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW) group, meets monthly on the 2nd Sunday at 9am. All women are automatically considered members and welcome at meetings. For more info, speak to Ceil Zeno.

A Men’s Group meets monthly at different homes. For more information, speak to Vic Zeno or Fr. Tom.

“St. Luke’s Tots” is a playgroup for toddlers and infants (and their mommies!). For more information, please speak with Tanya Mathews.

Fellowship Committee: Help plan fun dinners and lunches, such as “Italian Night” and “Comfort Food Night”

.

Greeters: This is a new group forming s the “first smiling face” people see when they visit St. Luke’s. Greeters will be assigned on a rotating list, and they should be ready to spend time talking with newomers before the service and during coffee hour. Greeters may be relatively new members themselves or people who have been here a long time. This is a very important welcoming ministry, and falls under the Welcoming/Newcomers Committee. Interested people should speak to Pat Roth or Fr. Tom.

Welcoming/Newcomers Committee: Helpwelcome the newest members of St.   
      Luke’s and make the newcomers feel 

      part of the St. Luke’s family

Outreach Activities
Luke’s Pantry, which provides groceries to local families in need every 2nd and 4th Monday, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Volunteers needed on Mondays to give out food or another day as “baggers” to get these healthy groceries ready for pickup. For more information or to volunteer, speak to Jeanne Merryman.

Meals-on-Wheels, a regularly supported ministry at St. Luke’s. It involves visits one week per month. Speak to Pat Ivankevitch for details.
Worship Ministries

Acolytes: Serving on the altar, carrying cross or torches in procession. Youth (4th grade and up) and adults are welcome in this ministry. See Fr. Tom for more details.

Altar Guild: Help setup for worship services. A “behind the scenes” ministry that is so important at St. Luke’s. Saturday is the usual set-up day, and Sundays between services are rotated by month. You work in teams. See Cathy Kintner for more information

Childrens’s Choir: Rehearsals are on Sunday mornings from 9:30-9:50. Children in grades 3-6 are welcome (younger children invited for special days). To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt.

Adult Choir: Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7pm and Saturdays at 10am. Warmup is on Sun. morning from 9-9:30am. Age range is 7th grade through adult. To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt

Layreaders: Reading on Sunday mornings or at other services. Training will be offered in May. See Fr. Tom for details.

Ushers: Our ushers arrive early to help setup, welcome visitors, hand out bulletins, guide people up for communion, and help people with physical disabilities into the church and during the service as needed. Both youth, 8th grade and older, and adults are welcomed to be ushers. See Fr. Tom for more information or to sign up.

Fundraisers

eBay Fundraiser: A successful fundraiser at St. Luke’s, which can use more people willing to sell and ship items. Also, items may be donated that have a high estimated selling value and low to medium shipping weight (no computers, monitors, etc.). People with a “good eye” for items would also be a plus. For more details, speak to Lorrie Marine or Pat Roth.

Tricky Tray: A major fundraiser that takes place in the fall.  People buy tickets to take a chance on winning a beautiful gift basket.  It is sponsored by and coordinated by the ECW.
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Sundays:


8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II


9:50 a.m. Christian Education (Sept.-June)


10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with choir





St. Luke’s Mission Statement��Recognizing that God is the source of all that we are and all that we have, our call is to provide a loving and accepting environment so that we may share, through Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s unconditional love with our parish family and the wider community, and to continually nurture and develop our spiritual life through celebration of prayer, worship, education and play.











PAGE  

