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Dear St. Luke’s family,

As we enter into the season of Advent, I invite you to join me in the holy work of keeping time and preparing a place for Jesus. 

In the theme of keeping time, as I preached on the first Sunday in Advent, we have a tradition of lighting a new candle on the Advent wreath each week. There are four candles around the perimeter, and we light them in the order of blue/purple, blue/purple, rose, and blue/purple. The lighting of these candles, which can be recreated in your homes with personal wreaths, is a reminder of the four Sundays that are a part of this season. Each Sunday is meaningful, because it sheds light on the unique aspects of what it means for the Advent of Jesus (the coming of Jesus). Also, the time given to us in this season is a way for us to slow down in a month when “the world” wishes for us to speed up: speed to the big sales, speed around the mall to see Santa, speed to get your decorations up before your neighbor, and so on.


Advent, therefore, is meant as a time to intentionally resist the temptation for speed in favor of a slow, relaxed, spiritual journey.

The second point I wish to convey, that of preparing a place for Jesus, is illustrated by the place left on the inside of an Advent wreath for a fifth candle. This fifth candle is the Christ candle, often called the Paschal Candle, and it represents the birth of the babe in the simple manger, whom we worship as Lord, King, and Friend.

Just as there is a place in our Advent Wreaths for the baby Jesus to dwell, we are each invited to prepare such a place in our hearts, souls and bodies for Jesus to dwell. We sometimes call Jesus “Emmanuel”- God with us- because in one short name it envisions a post-Christmas life in which God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit dwell with us and in us. And our preparedness for God to dwell with and in us is the most important gift we can give, and receive, this Christmas.


I invite you, therefore, into a Holy Advent, and a season of keeping time; a season of waiting; a season for spiritual growth; and a season for birth. Amen.

Baby Shower for Jesus
The Sunday School will be hosting a Baby Shower for Jesus to benefit the North Porch Women and Infant’s Center. North Porch Centers provide 7 day supplies of baby and infant supplies to mothers in the Newark, Paterson, Dover, and Clifton Areas, and is a ministry of the Diocese of Newark.  We are asking that parish members kindly donate items from the following list to be delivered on Monday December 21st.  Donations will be accepted each Sunday up to and including the 20th and can be dropped off in the Christian Education Building.  

On the final Sunday of Advent,  the Sunday School invites you to a celebration of not only Jesus’ life, but for all babies, following the 10:15 Service.  


Here is a list of the 8 types of items we need:

8oz. boxes of infant cereal


8oz. boxes of Oatmeal

Similac with Iron Formula


Diapers- All sizes


Jarred baby foods- all stages


Baby wipes



Bath Products


Blankets and bed linens

We thank you in advance for your donations and hope to see you all at the celebration!!!

Andrea Mitcheltree

Christian Education

Young Children Rehearsals for Christmas Music and Pageant
The music practice for children in the Christmas Pageant began early, back on November 8th, and will continue until Christmas. All children, ages 4 through grade 3, are invited to rehearse each Sunday morning in the Church, following the worship service, from approx. 11:15- noon. 

The rehearsal time in December will switch to Christmas Pageant script practice/rehearsal now that the children know the music so well. The kids have been cast, and will be practicing the pageant and the music on the remaining Sundays: Dec. 6, 13, and 20. There will also likely be additional rehearsal times, and a parent meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 3rd, at 7pm in the Christian Ed. Bldg. To RSVP, please contact Andrea (info on cover page of newsletter). At the parent meeting, people will be asked to help in a variety of ways with the Pageant.

Parents will have time to enjoy fellowship and refreshments in the Parish Hall while children are practicing. 

It is expected that children who participate will be faithful in attending all rehearsals so we may bring our best efforts to our worship of Lord Jesus. (Need to miss a Sunday rehearsal? Please schedule a specially arranged mid-week time with Ann Hoyt, Minister of Music.)

Youth Choir practice times

In addition to the music rehearsal time for young children, described above, Ann will is opening up a new time for youth in 4-8th grade to come rehearse. Please note that it has switched from Thurs. to Wednesdays since publishing this info last month, based on the needs of the youth currently involved. The rehearsals begin at 4pm, and will last approx. 45 min. This might work as an after-school alternative for our youth. To sign up, speak to Ann or simply come on Wednesdays.

Holiday Bazaar and Giving Tree

The ECW is looking for donations of craft items for our Bazaar table. We will be making crafts for the Bazaar and if you would like to come help/learn, the day and time will be announced later this month. If you prefer, you may make craft items at home and bring them in by November 28 for the Bazaar, which is being held on Saturday, December 5. Please let Lorrie Marine, Pat Roth, Joan Smith, Michelle Boyer or Ceil Zeno know ASAP if interested, so we can provide adequate supplies for everyone. We are also going to have a Giving Tree this year and more information will be forthcoming.

Additional Advent Spiritual Practice

If you are looking for a spiritual practice this Advent, there are two wonderful opportunities:

First, Bishop Mark has recently announced that he will be “blogging” about a book called Wisdom Distilled from the Daily: Living the Rule of St. Benedictine Today, by Joan Chittester (note update on this book since last month). He is currently doing this throughout the season of Advent. You can “read along” with his blog online at

http://forgatesofhope.blogspot.com/search/label/Advent%202009%20Book%20Discussion
Time and Talent and Pledge Cards update

The Stewardship Committee and St. Luke's Vestry would like to remind you to please return your completed Time and Talent and Pledge cards this Sunday or as soon as possible. As announced last week, we had a lot of the cards back early, but there are a good number that are outstanding. This is not unusual at this point, as cards have tended to come in late in the year. But, we really need these back soon to complete our scheduling for the Jan-March quarter and to prepare the 2010 budget. The Stewardshp Cmte was told by the Financial Secretary that there are 18 people/families who pledged last year, but have not yet returned their cards. New pledges are also an important part of "Annual Giving" campaigns. So, if you are holding onto your cards, please send them back soon, as both the T&T and Pledge cards are very important. If you need a new card(s), please contact Vic or Ceil Zeno at vzeno@verizon.net or Lorrie Marine at jmarine@rcn.com
One blessing that the Stewardship Cmte and Vestry are praying about is that if we get all of the pledging cards back that are currently outstanding, we would be on track to be able to form a budget for 2010 that is either balanced or very close. This would be a real blessing for the St. Luke's family, and it's in our reach. 
Thinking of a new ministry opportunity for next year? Here are two suggestions:
Try the Altar Guild (8am or 10:15am) They usually setup on Sat. mornings and change the setup between services on Sundays. AG members are placed into teams, and new members will have "seasoned" members helping them. To sign up or to get more info, please talk to our AG Director, Cathy Kintner. You can reach her in church or by e-mail at catek53@hotmail.com
We also need volunteers to be Greeters (8am or 10:15am). Greeters are the first faces that visitors generally see in a parish, and their welcoming smile and information (e.g. handouts) can make a huge impact for a newcomer's experience. Volunteers for this important ministry should speak to Pat Roth in church, or contact her at gwrpbr@comcast.net
Church Membership Updates

For some time now, we have been updating our parish records using a new database- Church Windows. It is a wonderful tool, and it helps us to be able to do such things as make specific mailings (all women, parents of specific aged children for Sun. School, etc.). It also allows us to do things like check our parish membership lists, and update them more easily.

Kathleen and Fr. Tom were working together to add member info over the summer from what we had on file to add as many names and family members as possible, plus important info such as birth date, baptism date, etc. over the summer.

With our “base info” entered, Kathleen printed out individual records that show what we have (or don’t have) for each person. These individual records were mailed out with the Annual Giving Packets in late October. If we had little or no info, we included a blank information sheet for families to fill out (the information sheet was also updated to allow for more info during the summer).

Something that you might notice on the sheets you were sent is the category of “Status.” This is an important category, because it helps Fr. Tom to accurately report to the Episcopal Church our membership as it’s officially counted.


I’m often asked by people, “What do I have to do to become a member of St. Luke’s?” and “How do I know I’m a member of St. Luke’s and/or a member of the Episcopal Church?” Here’s the definitions of the different terms of the whole family of St. Luke’s:

Active Member- Sometimes called “Active Baptized Member.” A parishioner who attends more than a couple of times a year, is a giver on record to the parish’s common life (through their gifts of time, talent and treasure), and a baptized Christian who has been duly recorded in the Parish Register at the time of their baptism at St. Luke’s (automatic), Confirmation, by transfer from another Episcopal parish, or recording your date of baptism in the parish register “by request.” 

What else is expected of Active Members? Their baptism may have happened in any Christian denomination (Episcopal Church, R.C., Lutheran, etc.) Also, Active Members usually come more regularly than a few times (kind of obvious). Clearly, homebound parishioners do not fall into this category. It is also the norm for Active Members to pledge their time, talent and treasure each year to God through St. Luke’s. 

Parishioners need to be Active Members in order to vote in elections, run for the office of Vestry, Convention Deputy, and District Rep. You do not need to be an active member to serve on other committees or volunteer activities or fellowship groups in the church. 

In addition to being an Active Member, an eligible candidate for the position of a Warden must be a Confirmed member of the Episcopal Church. Ironically, that’s the only role (other than candidates for ordination) that requires confirmation in the Episcopal Church! One of the things that’s unique about the Episcopal Church is that you do not need to become an Episcopalian (i.e. be confirmed) in order to become an Active Member and/or to do almost 90% of the things in church.

Active Non-Member: A parishioner who is still a part of the parish family, may attend with regularity, may be a contributor of record, but either is not baptized in any Christian tradition, is not duly entered into the parish register by baptism, transfer, confirmation or “on request,” or another rare case. If you’re status is listed as such, please call the parish office.

Inactive Member: Parishioners who are in the parish register by baptism, etc., but are not current (within the past two years) in attending regularly and do not contribute to the common life of the parish through time, talent and treasure. Active Members are normally moved to the Inactive Member status after two years in such cases. Inactive Members remain on our parish register (but are reported as Inactive on the Parochial Report filed by the Rector in the given year, and not included on the P.R. as “Active Baptized Members”.) Inactive Members may become Active Members again simply by returning to the common life of the St. Luke’s family, as described under the Active Member section.

How does this affect my involvement as a part of the St. Luke’s family? As it says above, ALL people who attend St. Luke’s are part of the parish family, and important to us and to God. It’s also important to take the steps needed to become or continue as an Active Member. There are benefits to being an Active Member, but not the least is being part of something bigger than you; being committed to the St. Luke’s family and to God, our creator and source of being.

As with any database, it’s not perfect and we need your help. If any information you received is incorrect or outdated, we apologize- simply correct the form and/or call the parish office. Also, if any information is missing or out of date, please fill them out and RETURN them to the parish. Our plan is to get them back with the Annual Giving packet, or soon after either by placing them in the offering basket, giving them to a vestry member, Kathleen or Fr. Tom, or mailing them to the parish office.

If you have any questions at all, please speak to Fr. Tom at any time.

eBay News

St. Luke’s eBay 
fundraiser is two years old!!!

The St. Luke’s Vestry sponsored eBay fundraiser; “ourstlukesfamily” was started in October 2007. 100% of its profits go directly to help close any gap in the yearly budget. We are very proud to report that after 6 months it continues to be successful.  However, in order to keep it viable we need a steady influx of items to keep it running and profitable.

In January 2009 we will have a month of “eBay Item Collections”.  So gather all those Christmas gifts and/or attic treasures you don’t “think is you” or that you can’t use, for example, duplicates, and donate them to a cause that benefits St. Luke’s.  There will be a designated drop off box for your donations.

Some of the items that we have sold on eBay to date include:  comic books, computer devices, electric iced tea maker, a cookie jar, a sports beer stein, a beautiful civil war reenactment dress, bridesmaid dresses, a prom dress, and various items from our basement.

Please note:  For anyone who sells/buys on eBay already – We have setup a non-profit account for St. Luke’s with eBay which allows ANYONE with an eBay account to sell an item and designate 10-100% of sale profits to go to St. Luke’s.  This can be done from your own home.  This allows items to be listed by you with lower than usual fees (because of non-profit status), which in turn benefits St. Luke. You can also become a Direct Seller, and we’d connect your eBay name to St. Luke’s and you could help sell items and 100% would go to benefit St. Luke’s. Help with shipping/drop-off at shipping company is also appreciated.

Donors of items that have sold will receive a letter/receipt for their donation that they can use when they prepare their tax returns.

I invite all to visit eBay and check out “ourstlukesfamily” to see what it up for sale in the coming months.

Should you have any questions, concerns or recommendations, please contact us at jmarine@rcn.com or 610-438-0258.

Thanks to all for helping to make this a continuing success, 

Jim and Lorrie Marine

Fellowship and 
Volunteer Activities:

Fellowship Groups 
An active Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW) group, meets monthly on the 2nd Sunday at 9am. All women are automatically considered members and welcome at meetings. For more info, speak to Ceil Zeno.

A Men’s Group meets monthly at different homes. For more information, speak to Vic Zeno or Fr. Tom.

“St. Luke’s Tots” is a playgroup for toddlers and infants (and their mommies!). For more information, please speak with Tanya Mathews.

Fellowship Committee: Help plan fun dinners and lunches, such as “Italian Night” and “Comfort Food Night”

.

Welcoming/Newcomers Committee: Helpwelcome the newest members of St.   
      Luke’s and make the newcomers feel 

      part of the St. Luke’s family

Outreach Activities

Luke’s Pantry, which provides groceries to local families in need every 2nd and 4th Monday, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Volunteers needed on Mondays to give out food or another day as “baggers” to get these healthy groceries ready for pickup. For more information or to volunteer, speak to Jeanne Merryman.

Meals-on-Wheels, a regularly supported ministry at St. Luke’s. It involves visits one week per month. Speak to Pat Ivankevitch for details.
Worship Ministries

Acolytes: Serving on the altar, carrying cross or torches in procession. Youth (4th grade and up) and adults are welcome in this ministry. See Fr. Tom for more details.

Altar Guild: Help setup for worship services. A “behind the scenes” ministry that is so important at St. Luke’s. Saturday is the usual set-up day, and Sundays between services are rotated by month. You work in teams. See Cathy Kintner for more information

Childrens’s Choir: Rehearsals are on Sunday mornings from 9:30-9:50. Children in grades 3-6 are welcome (younger children invited for special days). To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt.

Adult Choir: Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7pm and Saturdays at 10am. Warmup is on Sun. morning from 9-9:30am. Age range is 7th grade through adult. To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt

Layreaders: Reading on Sunday mornings or at other services. Training will be offered in May. See Fr. Tom for details.

Ushers: Our ushers arrive early to help setup, welcome visitors, hand out bulletins, guide people up for communion, and help people with physical disabilities into the church and during the service as needed. Both youth, 8th grade and older, and adults are welcomed to be ushers. See Fr. Tom for more information or to sign up.

Fundraisers

eBay Fundraiser: A successful fundraiser at St. Luke’s, which can use more people willing to sell and ship items. Also, items may be donated that have a high estimated selling value and low to medium shipping weight (no computers, monitors, etc.). People with a “good eye” for items would also be a plus. For more details, speak to Lorrie Marine or Pat Roth.

Tricky Tray: A major fundraiser that takes place in the fall.  People buy tickets to take a chance on winning a beautiful gift basket.  It is sponsored by and coordinated by the ECW.
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Sundays:


8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II


9:50 a.m. Christian Education (Sept.-June)


10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with choir





St. Luke’s Mission Statement��Recognizing that God is the source of all that we are and all that we have, our call is to provide a loving and accepting environment so that we may share, through Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s unconditional love with our parish family and the wider community, and to continually nurture and develop our spiritual life through celebration of prayer, worship, education and play.
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