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What is your wish for St. Luke’s?

This past Sunday, we celebrated the Feast of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit rested on the apostles in the form of tongues of fire, and they were able to speak in a way that was understood by people of many languages. That day, some 5,000 people joined the church- multiplying by nearly 40X in size! Because of this enormous growth, the Feast of Pentecost is often understood to be the “birthday” of the Church.

On Sunday in church, I borrowed an idea from another priest who mentioned that she used it on Pentecost one year. It involved lighting matches in the parish from the Paschal Candle-which represents Christ- and making a wish for St. Luke’s. The idea I borrowed was having each parishioner light their match (which was taped to a program), and passing the flame along. I made an addition (intentionally a little “hokey”) of honoring the “birthday” part of the day by making a wish for the future of St. Luke’s. Both of these images gave us a fiery and Spirit-filled kickoff into this Pentecost season. 

I believe that the future of St. Luke’s is very bright, not unlike the Church back on that first day of Pentecost. Our parish continues to grow and judging by the large turnout at the Cleanup Day on the 30th, and many other signs these past two years, we are showing that time and again St. Luke’s family “shows up” and rolls up our sleeves to give back from all that we have been given.

My wish for St. Luke’s is a combination of continued faithful volunteerism and vitality so that we can continue to shine as a beacon of light in Phillipsburg, Stewartsville, Easton, Bethlehem and beyond. 

Each of us has our own wish for St. Luke’s. What is yours, and how can you help make it a reality?

Summer Schedule:

This summer, we will continue the practice of maintaining both the 8am and the 10:15 services. Much will be the same, however we plan on streamlining the service by reducing a lesson and shortening some optional parts of the service. The idea is to keep Sundays at St. Luke’s vital and consistent, while also shortening the service to help on those hotter days.

We will not be having our Adult Forums or Sunday school during the summer, but we will of course have the fellowship of coffee hour. Most other things will continue as usual, and in fact several groups will be busy planning and meeting in summer.

As a priest, but mainly from my years as a longtime believer, I can’t stress enough how important it is to be consistent in attendance and worship over the summer months. The summer months are a time to let go of some things that are unimportant, and to take time to be refreshed both for yourself and your families. But, there’s really nothing refreshing about missing church when we’re in town, and I’m sure we all agree that there’s nothing “unimportant” that happens at church over the summer months.

Last year, we had fairly regular attendance throughout the summer months, and I commend again a practice of being here whenever you’re in town. Of course, some weeks you’ll be away- I will too- but very few people go away for the entire summer (unless there’s a hidden Vanderbilt in the parish I don’t know of) and I hope to see you each week you’re around. After all, YOU are the church, and I mean it when I say that any week you’re not here, our church is not the same.

And “Mass on the Grass” is back by popular demand
Beginning on Thursday, June 25th, “Mass on the Grass” is back.  The services will be held on Thursday evenings (weather permitting) at 6:30pm through August. 
We had bounced around the idea of moving the service to 7:00pm but having the grill ready at 6:30 in case people with young children, etc. needed to get their kids fed and home earlier. IF THERE’S INTEREST IN THIS, PLEASE LET ME KNOW SOON. Otherwise, we’ll keep the time as described above.

The idea for this service is for individuals and families of all ages to come straight from work (or the park/pool) without having to rush home and cook dinner in their hot kitchens. 
So, bring your lawn chairs or blankets, plus your choice of BYO sandwiches or food to cook on the grill, and spend time worshipping God outdoors.

 
What do we do at “Mass on the Grass?” The service will be held on the lawn behind the Rectory, and there will be short service (about 25 minutes) with informal music, a short homily and an alternative Holy Eucharist (the “Mass” part!) Of course, we will still have our regular 8am and 10:15am worship on our primary Sabbath day- Sundays- so I hope that the “Mass on the Grass” can be an additional service for parishioners or an alternative on weeks when vacation or other plans make it impossible to come on Sunday. See you on the grass!
May God continue to bless and watch over St. Luke’s family this summer and always.

Peace,

Fr. Tom†

Bishop Mark’s Visit

Bp. Mark’s visit on Sunday, June 14th!

Sunday, June 14th is Bp. Mark’s official Episcopal visit to St. Luke’s, which happens approx. every 2-3 years. I, along with the Vestry and numerous parishioners share the excitement of his visit, and I’m writing with a finalized schedule for his time at St. Luke’s:


First, a correction- originally, we had planned for a breakfast from 8:30-9:30, but after hearing that the Bishop won’t be able to arrive until 9am, we moved the focus of our primary “eating and rubbing elbows” time to an extended coffee hour after the combined service. The final schedule for the day will be as follows:

a) 9:15am Adult Forum begins in the Parish Hall (childcare available in Christian Ed. Bldg, plenty of food and drinks)

b) 10:15am Combined Service in the Church

c) 11:30am Expanded Coffee Hour (brunch feel to food and lots of time to get to meet the Bishop and hopefully his wife, Marilyn).

d) Vestry meeting (follows the Coffee Hour)

My thanks to the Fellowship Committee, who have been working hard to make everything go smoothly for the day- Cathy Kintner, Ceil Zeno and Lorrie Marine.

Let’s be sure to have a full turnout to show our welcome to the Bishop, and so he can see ALL of the faces of St. Luke’s family on the morning of the 14th!
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Annual Church Picnic

Sunday, June 7th at 11:30 am
(Rain date, June 28th at 11:30 am)

The Service will be in the church at 10:15. We will meet in the backyard right after the service. There will be seating available, but you can also bring blankets or more comfortable lawn chairs to sit on.


After the service, we will have food, music and games for adults and children, including volleyball, sidewalk chalk and NEW THIS YEAR A BOUNCING CASTLE.  
This should be a great day, and we will all have a lot of fun!

There will still be an 8 am service the day of the picnic at the church, but we hope most parishioners can make the picnic.

News from
Sunday School
It is hard to believe that another year has come and gone in Sunday School.  We’ve had a productive year. First, our childcare and youngest aged class is growing and going strong. Our Craft Program is also very well attended, thanks to Andrea Mitcheltree, who was kind enough to start this Ministry. An area where we need some renewed commitment, however, is for parents to bring their grade 1-6 children on a much more regular basis. Our dedicated teachers are there and ready each Sunday morning, and it’s disappointing for us when few children attend. Please consider that the Sunday School class time is only from 9:45-10:10 (25 min), during which the children get a lot of education plus the ever-important fellowship with teachers and other children that will help them be regular attendees when they become teenagers and eventually adults. Also, if your child is an acolyte or choir member, please help them to do both their ministry and Sun. School- which the schedule is meant to allow. The best thing parents can do is to help get their children here on time and regularly- even on Sundays when kids’ feet are dragging. 

I would also like to thank our Teachers – Jean Minardi, Amy Zebrowski, Dan Wismer and Barb Stromoski. Barb joined us recently to help with Amy’s growing class.  I’d also like to thank Liz Doughty, who started the year with us, but graduated to the Rite 13 Class last Fall. I’d also like to thank the Childcare volunteers – Including Dan and Tracy Wismer, Tanya Mathews, Kim Van Pell, Joy Ball, Ginny, Grace and Emma Leffler, and others who on occasion have helped fill in the gaps in childcare, including Frankie Wismer and Lexia Matlock. When you see these wonderful people, please thank them for the loving care they show your children. 

Please check future newsletters for information on registering your children for the Fall. Have a Safe and Happy Summer.

Peace – Kathy Matlock, Sunday School Coordinator.
Parish Cleanup thanks to all!

On Sat., May 30th, approx. 33 parishioners cleaned, organized, painted, (and a lot more!) to make our beautiful church even more beautiful! Special thanks to the Buildings and Grounds committee, which organized the cleanup day!

A full list of the people who helped on the cleanup day is found below. We know that many people had other set obligations this year, but we hope you’ll come next year as we make the cleanup day an annual tradition!

Cleanup day volunteers:
Janet Allen

Mary Ellen Andrews

Michelle Boyer- B&G Cmte

Rich Dean

Edie Exley

Jackie Garriques (with Owen!)

Ed Gregory

Cathy Kintner

Shirley Koch

Scott Levermore

Lorrie Marine

George and Peggy Mellors

Fr. Tom (B&G Cmte) and Tanya Mathews (with Ava and Elyse!)

Keith (B&G Chair) and Lexia Matlock

Bob, Jacob and Laura Merryman

Ernie Minardi

Andrea and Eric Mitcheltree (With Reagan and Duncan!)

Glenn Roth- B&G Cmte

Joy Shue

Ron Wester

Danny Wismer

Frankie Wismer

Amy Zebrowski

Ceil and Vic Zeno (B&G Cmte)

Robin Zmoda

Pat and Richard Zygmunt

(We double-checked this list, but that doesn’t mean it can’t have a mistake, and no one was left off unintentionally.) PLEASE THANK THESE PARISHIONERS WHEN YOU SEE THEM!

Some photos of the day are found below.
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I also want to thank several people who have been coming for hours on end during May and early June to do bigger projects, such as building the new choir closet, painting windows, updating bathrooms, painting front railings and more: Keith Matlock, Bill Decker, Glenn Roth, Danny Wismer and Richard Zygmunt.
MANY more great photos can be found at http://gallery.me.com/theserenity#100069
An Update from 

The Bishop
Dear People of the Diocese of Newark,

I want to update you on the development of our Covenant process.

As you perhaps know, we have held three meetings across the diocese to solicit feedback on the document.  Over a hundred people came to each session.  We estimate that two-thirds to three-quarters of the congregations were represented.  Many people spoke.  There was a sense of safety in each of the three sessions because people were able to be honest in expressing their hopes and concerns.

 The Congregational Vitality work group of Diocesan Council reflected on the comments and tone of the three meetings in preparation for the fourth gathering on May 12.  It became clear to the ten of us that many people were not only wrestling with the language and content of the Covenant, but were also confused about its context:  how does the Covenant fit in with the mission and vision of the diocese?  We began to realize that the Covenant was the third of three important steps.  For me, it called to mind the first Star Wars movie, which came out in the late 1970’s.  That movie, it turned out, was not the first Star Wars episode:  there were at least two prequels that came out later. 

We decided that the Covenant needed to have two prequels:  the first, a statement of our relationship with each other and with the living Christ.  The second is a clear diocesan mission statement and an emerging vision from the mission statement.  We also decided that the Covenant needed to incorporate recommendations from the first three gatherings. We presented all of this on May 12 in Denville to a gathering of at least one hundred people, many of whom had been to one of the first three meetings, and some of whom were coming for the first time.  There seemed to be a positive response to the three-step process – and to the changes to the initial Covenant.  Many suggestions were made – and hopes and concerns were expressed  

 David Manting, who has been retained as our consultant to help us develop a diocesan ministry plan, indicated to the group that “the vision starts where the buck stops”.  To that end, I have been about the task of developing a mission statement which captures the essence of who we are as a diocese and what God is calling us to do.  I am working on a mission statement with a small group of people – and will present it to the diocese by the end of June.  The vision and ministry plan will emerge from the mission statement– and it is my expectation that we will get to a place where our ministry is aligned with our mission and vision.

The Congregational Vitality work group continues to solicit feedback about the Covenant. You can offer your thoughts through the blog which is posted on the diocesan website.  We will continue to receive comments until May 30. The work group will take all the gathered material from the forums and the blog in order to make a presentation to the Diocesan Council at its June 10 meeting.

 I began this process by saying – many times that we are all in this together.  These four meetings have brought the reality of that home in a deeper way.  I am grateful for the work we have done together – and for the many opportunities that are unfolding before us.

 Peace,

 Mark 
Need a spiritual stimulus package?

Could you use an economic vacation option?
Looking for a way to strengthen family ties?

Want a different kind of summer experience?

 

Think FAMILY & FRIENDS CAMP at Cross Roads!
 

Cross Roads, our Diocesan Camp and Retreat Center offers a meaningful way to vacation with your family and friends.  This is a week for everyone - grandparents, single parents, neighbors, “aunties”, or best friends (you don’t even need kids to come!). All are welcome! This week provides fun activities, leisure time, and opportunities for spiritual growth in a beautiful rural setting not far from where you reside.  

                                                      

You can join in a moonlit nature walk, spend the afternoon lounging in the pool, look for beavers as you canoe around the lake, join in a Bible study over morning coffee, challenge each other on the climbing wall, sing around the campfire, get creative in the Art Barn, or  rediscover your silly side in our evening activities.  You can relax in your cabin while other family members engage in their chosen activities. Trained counselors provide instruction and assure safety for participants of all ages.

 

Lisa Lawson, member of Grace Church, Madison and Camper for two years, says, “Family and Friends camp is such a peaceful and relaxing time.  We all play together as a “family:” enjoying the pool, canoeing in the lake, walking outdoors, singing at a campfire, or worshipping in God's creation.  When I want some quiet time, I can enjoy workshops and Bible study with other adults, and know that my kids are having a great time with the fun and responsible counselors.  Best of all, I can enjoy good food all week and NEVER have to cook or clean!”

 

 

For an unforgettable family and friends experience, start to plan now!  

Check your calendar for the week of August 16 to 21

Go online for more information and a registration form:  www.crossroadsretreat.com 

Call for more information:  908-832-7264
 

Will you please post the attached flyer at your church or workplace?

I will be the resident chaplain for the week and I would love to see you there!

 

Blessings,

Rev. Laurie Matarazzo

President, Cross Roads Board of Trustees

Fellowship and 
Volunteer Activities:

Fellowship Groups 
An active Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW) group, meets monthly on the 2nd Sunday at 9am. All women are automatically considered members and welcome at meetings. For more info, speak to Ceil Zeno.

A Men’s Group meets monthly at different homes. For more information, speak to Vic Zeno or Fr. Tom.

“St. Luke’s Tots” is a playgroup for toddlers and infants (and their mommies!). The group meets every other Tuesday, at 10:30am (occasional changes). For more information, please speak with Tanya Mathews.

Fellowship Committee: Help plan fun dinners and lunches, such as “Italian Night” and “Comfort Food Night”

.

Welcoming/Newcomers Committee: Helpwelcome the newest members of St.   
      Luke’s and make the newcomers feel 

      part of the St. Luke’s family

Outreach Activities

Luke’s Pantry, which provides groceries to local families in need every 2nd and 4th Monday, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Volunteers needed on Mondays to give out food or another day as “baggers” to get these healthy groceries ready for pickup. For more information or to volunteer, speak to Jeanne Merryman.

Meals-on-Wheels, a regularly supported ministry at St. Luke’s. It involves visits one week per month. Speak to Pat Ivankevitch for details.
Worship Ministries

Acolytes: Serving on the altar, carrying cross or torches in procession. Youth (4th grade and up) and adults are welcome in this ministry. See Fr. Tom for more details.

Altar Guild: Help setup for worship services. A “behind the scenes” ministry that is so important at St. Luke’s. Saturday is the usual set-up day, and Sundays between services are rotated by month. You work in teams. See Cathy Kintner for more information

Childrens’s Choir: Rehearsals are on Sunday mornings from 9:30-9:50. Children in grades 3-6 are welcome (younger children invited for special days). See Ann Hoyt for details.

Adult Choir: The choir sings at the 10:15 service and at special services between Sept-June. Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7pm and Saturdays at 10am. Warmup is on Sun. morning from 9-9:30am. Age range is 7th grade through adult. To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt

Layreaders: Reading on Sunday mornings or at other services. Training will be offered in May. See Fr. Tom for details.

Ushers: Our ushers arrive early to help setup, welcome visitors, hand out bulletins, guide people up for communion, and help people with physical disabilities into the church and during the service as needed. Both youth, 8th grade and older, and adults are welcomed to be ushers. See Fr. Tom for more information or to sign up.

Fundraisers

eBay Fundraiser: A successful fundraiser at St. Luke’s, which can use more people willing to sell and ship items. Also, items may be donated that have a high estimated selling value and low to medium shipping weight (no computers, monitors, etc.). People with a “good eye” for items would also be a plus. For more details, speak to Lorrie Marine or Pat Roth.

Tricky Tray: A major fundraiser that takes place in the fall.  People buy tickets to take a chance on winning a beautiful gift basket.  It is sponsored by and coordinated by the ECW. THE TRICKY TRAY IS SET FOR 2009 FOR SAT., SEPT 26TH AT THE LOPATCONG FIRE DEPARTMENT, 226 STRYKERS RD. PHILLIPSBURG (ABOUT 3 BLOCKS FROM THE CHURCH)
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Sundays:


8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II


9:50 a.m. Christian Education (Sept.-June)


10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with music





St. Luke’s Mission Statement��Recognizing that God is the source of all that we are and all that we have, our call is to provide a loving and accepting environment so that we may share, through Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s unconditional love with our parish family and the wider community, and to continually nurture and develop our spiritual life through celebration of prayer, worship, education and play.
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