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Dear St. Luke’s family,

This month begins as usual with a solemn remembrance of the saints in the service of All Saints Day. This is the day, along with All Souls Day on Nov. 2nd, when we remember those whom we love, but see no longer. We recall the names of family members, loved ones and friends, and remember their eternal life with the Lord in the heavenly realm. 

It is a time to remember. We remember our loved ones’ words and appearance. We remember all that they did with their lives and how their lives touched so many others. And, in this time of remembrance, we find that we are the ones left as a legacy of those who have gone ahead of us.

At St. Luke’s, this is nowhere more noticeable than in the fact that there have been generations of caring people who have sat in the same pews as we (and in earlier incarnations of them in the original church building and in St. Paul’s’ chapel), and have left a large marker for us to follow. After all, it is simultaneously humbling and important to remember that we who worship in St. Luke’s are not the progenitors of this faith community, but essentially the heirs. We keep traditions, while also “looking anew” at the world and the response of the Church to its needs. And, as has happened for over 150 years, people come to St. Luke’s parish doors seeking God, seeking a chance to be part of something bigger than themselves, and seeking to belong to the St. Luke’s family, which we pray will be here until that great second coming that is our Christian hope.

In a fantastic way, all of us who are now part of St. Luke’s family follow a faith tradition that is necessarily built upon the shoulders of others, and, as we speak, is being built larger and stronger on our shoulders.


As always, I give thanks for being part of the St. Luke’s family, and I too am humbled and blessed by the work of the priests who came before me. May God continue to bless the whole St. Luke’s family- the living and those in God’s kingdom- now and forever. Amen.

Annual Giving Ingathering, Sunday, November 1st, both services
The Stewardship Committee would like to remind all of us that this Sunday, Nov. 1st (All Saints Day), is our Ingathering Sunday.  All members should bring their two cards (Pledge and Time & Talent Cards) to the services, and we will all present them as our pledges of Time, Talent and Treasure. You can reuse the outer envelope in which your packet was mailed or bring your cards in a new envelope, plus we’ll have some empty envelopes to use on Sunday morning.
If you did not receive a packet, there are extra packets on a table at the back of the church. Please get them on Sunday or call the church to have a packet mailed to you. 

Remember, Clocks 

Turn Back One Hour Before This Sunday!
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Be sure to do it Sat. before you go to sleep, so you won’t come an hour early to church!

Halloween Event for children, Nov. 1st
As you all know, this Sunday is All Saint's Day. To celebrate this day (and Halloween), kids are invited to wear their costumes, and we are going to have a party for the Sunday School children during coffee hour. But, as you all know, I like to do things a little different.  The kids are going to prepare the food!!!  Don't worry; we won't burn down the church! I thought it would be nice for the kids to give of themselves and use their kitchen talents. Plus, it will tie in nicely with the In-Gathering and handing in our pledges and Time and Talent cards.  

These are the treats that we are going to make:
Cheerio treats- Rice Krispie treats, but with cheerios

Apple Slices and Caramel Sauce

Homemade applesauce 

Hot apple cider

We will be breaking in groups during Sunday School and child care time and each group will be assigned a treat.  All ages will be intermingled.  There will be a craft for the kids to do once their job is finished.

I am asking for a few volunteers to help the kids cook. Also, if anyone would like to bring in some candy treats so the kids can trick or treat during coffee hour that would be fantastic.  We don't need too much candy since they already will have quite a stash from the night before.  I will be asking a handful of people at coffee hour to be candy distributers so they kids can show off their costumes.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please don't hesitate to email or call me!!!

Thanks again in advance and I'll see you on Sunday!!

Andrea
Tickets Still Available for Playhouse Christmas Show!
The ECW has arranged an outing to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse Christmas Show on Saturday, November 21. The cost of each ticket is $60.00, which includes a full course meal, show, desserts, tips and taxes.

Choice of menu is:  Fried shrimp and scallops, Yankee Pot Roast, Catch of the Day, Breast of Chicken with fruit stuffing, Roast turkey with cranberry stuffing. 

This is a matinee show. We have to be at the Playhouse by 11:00 AM. We have about 20 tickets. We can help out with your transportation if you need a ride.  

Please contact Pat Roth @ 908-735-4667, 908-246-8568 or gwrpbr@comcast.net
Young Children Rehearsals for Christmas Music and Pageant Start in November!
Beginning Sunday, November 8, and continuing until Christmas, all children, ages 4 through grade 3, are invited to rehearse each Sunday morning in the Church, following the worship service, from approx. 11:15- noon. We will be preparing music for the Christmas service and the pageant. Parents will have time to enjoy fellowship and refreshments in the Parish

Hall while children are practicing. 
It is expected that children who participate will be faithful in attending all rehearsals so we may bring our best efforts to our worship of Lord Jesus. (Need to miss a Sunday rehearsal? Please schedule a specially arranged mid-week time with Ann Hoyt, Minister of Music.)

Please note that rehearsals of the Pageant script with parts will also begin earlier than last year, most likely in late November. Last year, the snow hurt 2 of 3 of our rehearsals, so we want to get a head start this year! Some parents are helping Andrea by getting nice quality wings and angel outfits, hopefully cheap after Halloween is over. Just let her know if you’re interested in helping with outfits, at rehearsals, and on the day of the Pageant (which is 4:30pm on Christmas Eve, as usual).

Youth Choir practice times

In addition to the music rehearsal time for young children, described above, Ann will is opening up a new time for youth in 4-8th grade to come rehearse. It will be Thursdays at 4pm, and will last approx. 45 min. This might work as an after-school alternative for our youth. To sign up, speak to Ann or simply come on Thursdays.

Altar Guild Meeting- Newcomers welcome
The Altar Guild will have a meeting on Saturday, November 14, at 9 AM in the church. We will begin our planning for Advent and Christmas! All current members are encouraged to attend and we certainly welcome any new members!

Holiday Bazaar and Giving Tree
The ECW is looking for donations of craft items for our Bazaar table. We will be making crafts for the Bazaar and if you would like to come help/learn, the day and time will be announced later this month. If you prefer, you may make craft items at home and bring them in by November 28 for the Bazaar, which is being held on Saturday, December 5. Please let Lorrie Marine, Pat Roth, Joan Smith, Michelle Boyer or Ceil Zeno know ASAP if interested, so we can provide adequate supplies for everyone. We are also going to have a Giving Tree this year and more information will be forthcoming.

Card Making Event
Joy Ball has offered to hold a class on Christmas Card Stamping for all women to participate in, on Friday night, November 20, in the parish hall, time TBA. We will be making nine Christmas cards. Please sign up on the sheet at the back of the church by November 14; there will be a $5 cost for supplies which is also due by November 14.

Literary Award for Parishioner

Congratulations to Tom Mathews, Sr. His novel, Jwala (Flame), is receiving the International Literary Award, first runner up, from the Malayalee Association of Maryland. It has been judged to be most worthy of this covetous recognition among the one thousand plus entries they received from India, Middle East, Europe, Asia and the Americas' writers.

The story of Jwala is based on the mysterious disappearance of an Indian female doctor at the site of the Twin Towers of New York following the 9/11/01 attack by the terrorists. The award will be presented to Tom Mathews, Sr. on November 7th, '09 at a ceremony to be held by the Maryland Association.
Adult Forum Continues in November with “Around One Table” Topic
On Oct. 25th, we had our first session of what will be three Sundays going over an important study that talks about what “identifies” the Episcopal Church- in other words, what is at our core as a church.


The study, called “Around One Table,” was recently released, and uses the results of a four year long survey/study in which some 3,000 Episcopalians from all orders were surveyed about what’s most important to us as the Episcopal Church. The survey, known as the Episcopal Identity Project, provides us with 23 major issues of importance at the foundation of the Episcopal Church. The goal is to: a) help us understand more about who we are, and b) to help us communicate who we are to others more easily.

Who hasn’t had the question asked, “What’s the Episcopal Church like? What do you believe? What makes it different from the XY Church?” and so on. This study, and our discussion, goes a long way toward helping us answer these questions. The three discussions are somewhat unique, and don’t necessitate being at the one before to understand the current day’s topic. Please come on Nov. 1st and Nov. 22nd to be part of the Forums. As always, our Adult Forums begin at 9:30am on the 1st and 4th Sundays of the month, and warm coffee, tea and refreshments are available. See you then!

To get a glimpse of the study, or read it in depth, it can be found online at:

www.episcopalchurch.org/AroundOneTable
Additional Advent Spiritual Practices
If you are looking for a spiritual practice this Advent, there are two wonderful opportunities:

First, Bishop Mark has recently announced that he will be “blogging” about a book called The Rule of Life during the season of Advent. Look for an announcement soon with details about the book and the web log (blog) address to follow Bp. Mark’s posts about the book as we “read along.”

Second, the Christian Formation Commission, which Fr. Tom has been a part of for five years is presenting an online Advent Calendar. There will an announcement about how to find this calendar, which may also be printed. There will be a link available on our website as well. Fr. Tom is writing the spiritual message for 4 of the days, and the rest of the CFC will be writing for the other days of Advent.
Advent Wreath-making, Nov. 29th
Speaking of Advent practices, our third annual Wreath-making is set for the First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 29th. We’ll do it from 9-9:30, followed by the Adult Forum; and then again after the 10:15 service. If you have a wreath, you can bring it and use the cuttings and twine, plus pick up a new set of candles. Extra wreaths and candles will be available for same cost as purchase.

Church Membership Updates

For some time now, we have been updating our parish records using a new database- Church Windows. It is a wonderful tool, and it helps us to be able to do such things as make specific mailings (all women, parents of specific aged children for Sun. School, etc.). It also allows us to do things like check our parish membership lists, and update them more easily.

Kathleen and Fr. Tom were working together to add member info over the summer from what we had on file to add as many names and family members as possible, plus important info such as birth date, baptism date, etc. over the summer.

With our “base info” entered, Kathleen printed out individual records that show what we have (or don’t have) for each person. These individual records were mailed out with the Annual Giving Packets in late October. If we had little or no info, we included a blank information sheet for families to fill out (the information sheet was also updated to allow for more info during the summer).

Something that you might notice on the sheets you were sent is the category of “Status.” This is an important category, because it helps Fr. Tom to accurately report to the Episcopal Church our membership as it’s officially counted.


I’m often asked by people, “What do I have to do to become a member of St. Luke’s?” and “How do I know I’m a member of St. Luke’s and/or a member of the Episcopal Church?” Here’s the definitions of the different terms of the whole family of St. Luke’s:

Active Member- Sometimes called “Active Baptized Member.” A parishioner who attends more than a couple of times a year, is a giver on record to the parish’s common life (through their gifts of time, talent and treasure), and a baptized Christian who has been duly recorded in the Parish Register at the time of their baptism at St. Luke’s (automatic), Confirmation, by transfer from another Episcopal parish, or recording your date of baptism in the parish register “by request.” 

What else is expected of Active Members? Their baptism may have happened in any Christian denomination (Episcopal Church, R.C., Lutheran, etc.) Also, Active Members usually come more regularly than a few times (kind of obvious). Clearly, homebound parishioners do not fall into this category. It is also the norm for Active Members to pledge their time, talent and treasure each year to God through St. Luke’s. 

Parishioners need to be Active Members in order to vote in elections, run for the office of Vestry, Convention Deputy, and District Rep. You do not need to be an active member to serve on other committees or volunteer activities or fellowship groups in the church. 

In addition to being an Active Member, an eligible candidate for the position of a Warden must be a Confirmed member of the Episcopal Church. Ironically, that’s the only role (other than candidates for ordination) that requires confirmation in the Episcopal Church! One of the things that’s unique about the Episcopal Church is that you do not need to become an Episcopalian (i.e. be confirmed) in order to become an Active Member and/or to do almost 90% of the things in church.

Active Non-Member: A parishioner who is still a part of the parish family, may attend with regularity, may be a contributor of record, but either is not baptized in any Christian tradition, is not duly entered into the parish register by baptism, transfer, confirmation or “on request,” or another rare case. If you’re status is listed as such, please call the parish office.

Inactive Member: Parishioners who are in the parish register by baptism, etc., but are not current (within the past two years) in attending regularly and do not contribute to the common life of the parish through time, talent and treasure. Active Members are normally moved to the Inactive Member status after two years in such cases. Inactive Members remain on our parish register (but are reported as Inactive on the Parochial Report filed by the Rector in the given year, and not included on the P.R. as “Active Baptized Members”.) Inactive Members may become Active Members again simply by returning to the common life of the St. Luke’s family, as described under the Active Member section.

How does this affect my involvement as a part of the St. Luke’s family? As it says above, ALL people who attend St. Luke’s are part of the parish family, and important to us and to God. It’s also important to take the steps needed to become or continue as an Active Member. There are benefits to being an Active Member, but not the least is being part of something bigger than you; being committed to the St. Luke’s family and to God, our creator and source of being.

As with any database, it’s not perfect and we need your help. If any information you receive is incorrect, we apologize- simply correct the form and/or call the parish office. Also, if any information is missing or out of date, please fill them out and RETURN them to the parish. Our plan is to get them back with the Annual Giving packet, or soon after either by placing them in the offering basket, giving them to a vestry member, Kathleen or Fr. Tom, or mailing them to the parish office.

If you have any questions at all, please speak to Fr. Tom at any time.
Food Pantry Item of the Month
Food Pantry “Item of the Month”: The Food Pantry is in need of canned vegetables. A wicker basket will be placed in the back of the church for their collection. Look for the spooky ghost! 

Also… The food Pantry is in need of paper and plastic bags. If possible, place the paper bag inside of the plastic bags - this makes it easier for us to make up the different type bag that is given out. Please leave bags down in the Church hall near the doors of the Food Pantry. 
Thank you

-Food Pantry Committee
Fellowship and 
Volunteer Activities:

Fellowship Groups 
An active Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW) group, meets monthly on the 2nd Sunday at 9am. All women are automatically considered members and welcome at meetings. For more info, speak to Ceil Zeno.

A Men’s Group meets monthly at different homes. For more information, speak to Vic Zeno or Fr. Tom.

“St. Luke’s Tots” is a playgroup for toddlers and infants (and their mommies!). For more information, please speak with Tanya Mathews.

Fellowship Committee: Help plan fun dinners and lunches, such as “Italian Night” and “Comfort Food Night”

.

Welcoming/Newcomers Committee: Helpwelcome the newest members of St.   
      Luke’s and make the newcomers feel 

      part of the St. Luke’s family

Outreach Activities

Luke’s Pantry, which provides groceries to local families in need every 2nd and 4th Monday, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Volunteers needed on Mondays to give out food or another day as “baggers” to get these healthy groceries ready for pickup. For more information or to volunteer, speak to Jeanne Merryman.

Meals-on-Wheels, a regularly supported ministry at St. Luke’s. It involves visits one week per month. Speak to Pat Ivankevitch for details.
Worship Ministries

Acolytes: Serving on the altar, carrying cross or torches in procession. Youth (4th grade and up) and adults are welcome in this ministry. See Fr. Tom for more details.

Altar Guild: Help setup for worship services. A “behind the scenes” ministry that is so important at St. Luke’s. Saturday is the usual set-up day, and Sundays between services are rotated by month. You work in teams. See Cathy Kintner for more information

Childrens’s Choir: Rehearsals are on Sunday mornings from 9:30-9:50. Children in grades 3-6 are welcome (younger children invited for special days). To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt.

Adult Choir: Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7pm and Saturdays at 10am. Warmup is on Sun. morning from 9-9:30am. Age range is 7th grade through adult. To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt

Layreaders: Reading on Sunday mornings or at other services. Training will be offered in May. See Fr. Tom for details.

Ushers: Our ushers arrive early to help setup, welcome visitors, hand out bulletins, guide people up for communion, and help people with physical disabilities into the church and during the service as needed. Both youth, 8th grade and older, and adults are welcomed to be ushers. See Fr. Tom for more information or to sign up.

Fundraisers

eBay Fundraiser: A successful fundraiser at St. Luke’s, which can use more people willing to sell and ship items. Also, items may be donated that have a high estimated selling value and low to medium shipping weight (no computers, monitors, etc.). People with a “good eye” for items would also be a plus. For more details, speak to Lorrie Marine or Pat Roth.

Tricky Tray: A major fundraiser that takes place in the fall.  People buy tickets to take a chance on winning a beautiful gift basket.  It is sponsored by and coordinated by the ECW.
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Sundays:


8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II


9:50 a.m. Christian Education (Sept.-June)


10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with choir





St. Luke’s Mission Statement��Recognizing that God is the source of all that we are and all that we have, our call is to provide a loving and accepting environment so that we may share, through Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s unconditional love with our parish family and the wider community, and to continually nurture and develop our spiritual life through celebration of prayer, worship, education and play.
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