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A Message from 

Fr. Tom 
The summer is nearly behind us, as evidenced by the fact that we took little Ava to her first day of school this week (2nd year of preK), and the pool is no longer open during the week, and the summer blockbuster movies have all come out. This week, even the weather is providing an end cap as we get some cool weather.

At St. Luke’s, even though it’s been quite busy throughout the summer months, another sign that we’re nearing the end of the summer is that we’ll soon be re-starting several ministries that were on hiatus, such as Choir, Sunday School, Childcare, Men’s Group meetings, Adult Forums, etc.

The beginning of these ministries each fall is known as the start of the “Program Year.” This year marks the third program year in which I’ve been Rector of St. Luke’s, and it’s been a wonderful journey so far. For instance, this year, we are restarting ministries that weren’t here the year or years before, but now we look at them and feel like they have always been around. For example, our music program, begun in earnest last September, has brought a completely rejuvenated choir and music ministry to our parish. Also, the Men’s Group and Welcoming Committee have expanded the warm feelings of our community and hospitality-both to existing members and newcomers- building upon the wonderful ministries of the ECW and Fellowship Committee. Similarly, the Adult Forum, beginning its second year, has been a place where we can gather to learn about new topics and also learn more about one another and ourselves.

In this Program Year, there aren’t any big changes with start times or scheduling, and I believe it’s a time for us to continue to grow as a faith community and as a place where others find and develop their own faith. St. Luke’s is a place where we can all discover what it is that God expects of us, both as a community (what “we” ought to do) and also on an individual level (what “I” or ”me and my family” ought to do).
This September, we will be having an expanded coffee hour for a “Gathering Day” on the 13th. We’ll also be doing our signups for Sunday School on the 6th and 13th. And, at the end of the month, we have a wonderful chance to gather at Delaware Park Fire House (up the street) to share in fun and fellowship with one another and many newcomers (newcomers are always potential members) at our 2nd Annual Tricky Tray.
I am proud to be at a church where we live out our faith through the four emphases of our Mission Statement: prayer, worship, education, and play.

So, as the flurry of signup sheets for ministries begin to come, and the excitement of experiencing the full scope of our ministries resumes, I invite you to try something you haven’t done before and/or to try something you have done in a new an inspired way. After all, the ministries of St. Luke’s all mirror the continuous call that God has made to humanity since we first existed: to remember that we are loved, to love God and one another, and to perform the giving works that spread this love and faith to a world that is badly in need of it. May God bless St. Luke’s and all of the St. Luke’s family at the start of this Program Year, and always. Amen.
Let’s Get Excited!

With Fr. Tom’s message in mind, here are some of the exciting things happening at St. Luke’s this fall.

Choir restarts practices and singing in church
The St. Luke’s choir, under the caring leadership of our Minister of Music, Ann Hoyt, will restart with the first practices on Thursday, Sept. 10th and Saturday, Sept. 12th. As we did last year, the Thursday practices will be at 7pm and the Saturday practices will be at 10am. Choir members should attend at least one of these practices.


The Choir is a vital part of the service, and the presence of the choir is a true gift to worshippers and singers alike. Our choir is open to all, whether you’ve sung before or not. Also, the choir members have formed a great community, and it’s a place that’s turned out to be both a ministry of music and fellowship.

Ann is also looking to have regular practices for young children (preK-K), and after discussing timing with parents, we hope to begin practices very soon. If you would like more information, please speak to Ann (phone # listed on second page of this newsletter). There will be a signup for children’s choir on Sept. 6th and 13th.
Sunday School and Childcare

The Sunday School team met with parents on Aug. 30th to go over the Fall Curriculum and to get input.

As you might expect, the biggest need for a successful Sunday School is to bring kids regularly and on time. The feedback was positive for the current schedule, so there are no changes this year. Based on feedback from the meeting, we plan to begin Christmas Pageant rehearsals earlier this year, and would like to have more parent involvement with costume and rehearsals.

Help needed with rotating assistants
We have one regular (weekly) teacher per grade (Pre-K-K, 1-3, 4-6), but we need to have one additional assistant per grade each week. Assistants would be scheduled on a rotating basis, which means that the more volunteers we have, the less often assistants can be scheduled. 


What’s expected of teachers/assistants?

The commitment to be an assistant includes being on time when scheduled, and spending only 25 minutes with kids on Sunday morning. For the safety and security of the children, all teachers and assistants must be approved by the Sunday School team, and background checks are a requirement for teachers.

Sunday School Schedule:

9:45 AM, Sunday School and Childcare begins*. All children meet in large “childcare” room in Christian Ed. bldg for prayer and sometimes a gathering song with Ann Hoyt.

10:10 AM- Children in 4th-6th grade return to church; childcare resumes for younger children in the combined room; children return to parents at the Peace.

*As with last year, Childcare will begin earlier on the 1st and 4th Sundays to accommodate parents attending the Adult Forum at 9:30 AM. Don’t miss this chance to spend time with other adults while your kids are safe next door!

Signup Days for Sun. School: Sept. 6 & 13

Gathering Breakfast, September 13th after both services

The Fellowship Committee will sponsor a Gathering Breakfast on Sunday, September 13, 2009.  Along with the regular coffee hour, we will include some extra goodies!  Everything will be set up for after 8:00 service and continue after 10:15 service.  Come, gather together and spend some time for fellowship and enjoy some great food with the St. Luke’s family!

Men’s Group- next meeting on Wed. Sept. 23rd
The Men’s Group will resume monthly meetings starting this Sept. 23. We will meet at 7:30pm on that Wednesday, and we may look to make the 4th Wed. of each month our new meeting time- but we’ll make a decision on the regular meeting time at that meeting. The location is TBD- we will either meet at Vic’s house or at the church, and men are asked to RSVP to Vic Zeno at vzeno@verizon.net.


The Men’s Group meets in homes or offsite at places like the Bowling Alley, Pool hall, etc., with different men choosing the site each month.  People who are part of the group range in age, interests and length of time at St. Luke’s- everyone is welcome. For more information, please speak to Vic or Fr. Tom.

Pot Luck Dinner, October 17th!

The Fellowship Committee will have a Pot Luck dinner on Saturday, October 17, 2009 4PM to 7PM.  The theme will be “comfort food”.  Bring your favorite comfort food and enjoy a GREAT evening.  
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St. Luke’s Second Annual
Tricky Tray

Your help is needed! On September 26th, we will hold our 2nd annual Tricky Tray fundraiser.  We are in the final weeks of preparing for it, but we are still very short on baskets. Please help by providing themed baskets as described below. This is the major fall fundraising event for St. Luke’s, and, with the help of each and every parishioner, we hope it is as huge success as it was last year.  

Where is it going to be held?

This year our Tricky Tray will be hosted by the Delaware Park Firehouse (which is located at 112 Park Ave., Phillipsburg- From Rt. 22 W, just go on Lincoln Rd. past the church, through the blinking light, and it’s up a little further on the right, at the corner of Lincoln and Park)

How to help:

Due to the big need for baskets, at it’s August meeting, the Vestry took the leadership initiative of pooling a donation toward a basket or baskets- in addition to the personal baskets they plan to donate on their own or as a family. Here is how we need your help:

1) Baskets- Should range in one of three categories: $25 and up, $75 and up, and $250 and up. Thankfully, we have a good number of the $250 and up, but badly need baskets worth between $25-$250. Perhaps families might pool together resources. Please put your name and value on all baskets.
2) Ask local stores and vendors for donations of gift cards and items. This is a very easy way to get donations, and local merchants are much more likely to donate if asked by someone who frequents their store, favorite restaurants, or service (hair, nails, plumbing, and handiwork), etc. A copy of the form letter is attached to the e-mail along with the newsletter, plus it can be found in the back of the church.

3) There will be a chance to buy advance tickets for less than at the door, and parishioners are invited to buy them earlier for themselves and friends. 
4) Volunteer for a sub-committee to help the day of (help in kitchen, door prizes, tickets, “runners” who help give items quickly to winners, and so on.) 

If you need basket theme ideas, there is a list in the back of the church, as well as signups for various committees. If you would like to also help the day of the event, please sign up now so the committee will know how many people to expect. You can also ask a TT cmte. member for help with ideas, packing, etc. any time(in alpha order: Michelle Boyer, Lorrie Marine, Fr. Tom, Pat Roth, Joan Smith, Tracy Wismer, Amy Zebrowski, and Ceil Zeno)

Again, this fundraiser is an important one for St. Luke’s. It works best when each of us makes a donation of a basket (or a financial gift to help buy goods for baskets, etc.) Other than that, aside from the work of the committee (which is a big task, and we thank them for it!), it’s relatively pain-free.

Gather your friends and family and make a night of it at our 2nd Annual Tricky Tray!

Most of all, thank you! With your help, this will be another wonderful event!

Tricky Tray Committee
An Invitation to the St. Luke’s Family
The Rev. Wayne Sherrer, a former member of St. Luke's, will be one of four deacons who will be ordained to the priesthood in the Diocese of Bethlehem.  The ordination is scheduled for Tuesday September 29th at 7:00 pm at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem.  Members of St. Luke's are warmly invited to share in the celebration.

About This

Month’s Cover
Mosaic by Norman Rockwell

On the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations in 1985, this mosaic was presented to the United Nations by Mrs. Nancy Reagan, the then First Lady, on behalf of the United States. 

It is based on a painting by the American artist Norman Rockwell called the Golden Rule. Rockwell wanted to illustrate how the Golden Rule was a common theme of all the major religions of the world, and depicted people of every race, creed and color with dignity and respect. The mosaic contains the inscription "Do unto Others as You Would Have Them Do unto You". It was executed by Venetian artists specializing in mosaic works. 


Fellowship and 
Volunteer Activities:

Fellowship Groups 
An active Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW) group, meets monthly on the 2nd Sunday at 9am. All women are automatically considered members and welcome at meetings. For more info, speak to Ceil Zeno.

A Men’s Group meets monthly at different homes. Next meeting is Wed. Sept. 23, and interested people should RSVP to Vic at vzeno@verizon.net. For more information, speak to Vic Zeno or Fr. Tom.

“St. Luke’s Tots” is a playgroup for toddlers and infants (and their mommies!). The group meets every other Tuesday, at 10:30am (occasional changes). For more information, please speak with Tanya Mathews.

Fellowship Committee: Help plan fun dinners and lunches, such as “Italian Night” and “Comfort Food Night”

.

Welcoming/Newcomers Committee: Helpwelcome the newest members of St.   
      Luke’s and make the newcomers feel 

      part of the St. Luke’s family

Outreach Activities

Luke’s Pantry, which provides groceries to local families in need every 2nd and 4th Monday, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Volunteers needed on Mondays to give out food or another day as “baggers” to get these healthy groceries ready for pickup. For more information or to volunteer, speak to Jeanne Merryman.

Meals-on-Wheels, a regularly supported ministry at St. Luke’s. It involves visits one week per month. Speak to Pat Ivankevitch for details.

Worship Ministries

Acolytes: Serving on the altar, carrying cross or torches in procession. Youth (4th grade and up) and adults are welcome in this ministry. See Fr. Tom for more details.

Altar Guild: Help setup for worship services. A “behind the scenes” ministry that is so important at St. Luke’s. Saturday is the usual set-up day, and Sundays between services are rotated by month. You work in teams. See Cathy Kintner for more information

Childrens’s Choir: St. Luke’s will be starting a children’s choir this fall. Rehearsals will be on Sunday mornings, likely before the service. Children in grades 3-6 are welcome (younger children invited for special days). To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt 

Adult Choir: Ann will also be restarting an adult choir after years of St. Luke’s being without one. No experience is necessary, as Ann says the Bible tells us all to “make a joyful noise,” and all are welcome. Warmup will be before service, with full rehearsals at an additional time. Age range is 7th grade through adult. To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt

Layreaders: Reading on Sunday mornings or at other services. Training will be offered in May. See Fr. Tom for details.

Ushers: Our ushers arrive early to help setup, welcome visitors, hand out bulletins, guide people up for communion, and help people with physical disabilities into the church and during the service as needed. Both youth, 8th grade and older, and adults are welcomed to be ushers. See Fr. Tom for more information or to sign up.

Fundraisers

eBay Fundraiser: A successful fundraiser at St. Luke’s, which can use more people willing to sell and ship items. Also, items may be donated that have a high estimated selling value and low to medium shipping weight (no computers, monitors, etc.). People with a “good eye” for items would also be a plus. For more details, speak to Lorrie Marine or Pat Roth.

Tricky Tray: A major fundraiser that takes place in the fall.  People buy tickets to take a chance on winning a beautiful gift basket.  It is sponsored by and coordinated by the ECW.  This year the event is scheduled for September 26, 2009.
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Sundays:


8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II


9:50 a.m. Christian Education (Sept.-June)


10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with music





St. Luke’s Mission Statement��Recognizing that God is the source of all that we are and all that we have, our call is to provide a loving and accepting environment so that we may share, through Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s unconditional love with our parish family and the wider community, and to continually nurture and develop our spiritual life through celebration of prayer, worship, education and play.
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