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Following the path of Jesus.

In Lent this year, there is a distinct theme coming to me- that of following the path of Jesus. It began just before Lent, with a reading on the final Sunday in Epiphany, known as Transfiguration Sunday. On that day, the gospel lesson is always the story of Jesus going up the mountain and shining bright white, as Moses and Elijah meet and speak with him about the coming things that await him in Jerusalem. The tension in the reading comes from Peter, who (naively) offers to build a sort of permanent dwelling for Jesus and these two central Patriarchs in Jewish history. It is at that point that God speaks to Peter, James and John from out of the cloud saying, “This is my Son, listen to him.” Then, Moses and Elijah disappear, leaving only Jesus, who now has a choice.

The choice that Jesus had on that day was to either stay up there on the mountain, much as Peter suggested, or to turn his face toward Jerusalem-where a good reception will meet him, but ultimately death awaits. He chooses the latter, and in doing so, he chooses us.

Jesus began his journey toward his untimely end- at the age of 33- because he knew that he was called to be more than a person to be worshipped on a hilltop. Rather, he was, and is, the divine presence of God’s salvation in the world, and that message included the intentional actions that we memorialize in our Holy Week services. In short, the choice Jesus made was to fully accept God’s plan for him and to deliver himself into the hands of “sinners” to be put to death.


And so, for Jesus, staying up on the mountain was never a choice. He knew what he had to do, even as Peter-his “rock,” was scrambling to understand.

Two thousand years removed from this event, which opened a new way for all to be connected to God and to be saved, we are faced with the same choice: Will we follow the path of Jesus, wherever it leads?

I sense that our response is yes, but we, like Peter (and later, in John’s gospel, Thomas) sometimes “don’t know the way.” In that case, what I’d point us toward is keeping a holy Lent. By using this season of 40 days of fasting, meditation and renewal, we are opening a re-creative force, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to create in us the “clean and contrite hearts” we desire.

Through taking some time to participate in an extra worship service, or through reading the Holy Scriptures, or through increasing our time for outreach activities (and many other ways), we are following the path of Jesus. Of course, one very vivid way of doing that is through participating in the Stations of the Cross, which we do twice on Wednesdays all throughout Lent (10:30am and 6:30pm), but take it from me, any step you take intentionally to follow Jesus’ path will be a rewarding step or steps this Lenten season, and a right beginning to making the right choices in the world.

Of course, what we do in Lent is something that can be renewing to us ALL year long, and I invite you to consider one of the acts you may be taking on this Lent as an act to carry forward beyond these 40 days. And May God bless our footsteps, and our path, now and always

Fr. Tom†

The Annual Meeting

Report from the Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the parish was held on Sunday, Feb. 28th following a combined service. Below is a brief reporting back of what happened at the Annual Meeting:

ELECTIONS:
There were approx. 55 people in attendance, not including the children in childcare. The election was a slate, which was presented by the Nominating Committee this year (Jean Wadnik and Ceil Zeno). The results were as follows:

Warden (2 yr term, uncontested): 

Lorrie Marine

Vestry (3 yr term, uncontested): 

Ed Gregory, Kunle Ilori, Cathy Kintner (opted for 2 yr term), and Ceil Zeno

Diocesan Convention Delegates (1 year term): 

Lorrie Marine, Jeanne Merryman, Ceil Zeno

Convention Alternates (1 year term, Uncontested): 

Kathy Matlock, Pat Roth, and Jean Wadnik 

District 1 Representatives (1 yr term, Uncontested): 

Kathy Matlock, Jean Wadnik

On behalf of St. Luke’s, we thank all parishioners who stood forward for election this year. Clearly, St. Luke’s will be well represented at the parish, district and diocesan levels in 2010! Below is a photo of the newly seated vestry:
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At the meeting, we also thanked Jean Wadnik for finishing the unexpired term as she undertakes the large responsibility of being our Financial Secretary. Jean, who has benefited from Shirley Koch’s advice and training, has also benefited the Vestry during the past year through her hard work.

Please thank the outgoing, new and continuing vestry members for their work for St. Luke’s!

REPORTS:

At the meeting, parishioners were given written reports from many of the ministries and committees of St. Luke’s, and each showed promising results from last year. Copies will be mailed to parishioners who were unable to attend due to illness and physical disability. If you did not receive one, please call the parish office. 

OUTREACH IN 2009 AND 2010

Also in 2009, our Outreach ministry of the Food Pantry continued to grow. It welcomed new volunteers and is running very well. For 2010, we talked briefly about a possible new Outreach ministry we may begin this year. It is the Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN), and it’s known as Family Promise of Warren County. It’s a non-profit group that helps families who would otherwise be homeless stay in a safe environment. It also helps the families (must be a parent and child to be considered) with the necessary steps to get permanent employment and to move out on their own. This has already happened in the short time period in which this particular IHN has been open. We will be inviting the Coordinator of Family Promise to lead and Adult Forum soon as the next step.


BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS- LIMITED BUILDING DRIVE IN 2010
First, we have a report from the Building and Grounds Committee that noted how high a participation we had in the Spring Cleanup last May. This event, which will be an annual event, is already scheduled for Saturday, May 15th, 2010 from 9am-3pm with a rain date of May 22nd. More details will follow.

In 2010, the Vestry will be leading a limited special request to invest in the buildings of the church. Two items at the top, after speaking with the Buildings and Grounds committee, are: new windows in the Rectory, and new doors for the Church. Both will offer a savings in heating and electric costs over the years and are currently both in poor shape. The Vestry intends to do this within the first half of the year, and we look forward to the help of all of St. Luke’s members.

CHURCH GROWTH

In 2009, we saw a significant rise in new members (44!) and even in new pledges (11). The Holy Spirit is very active here at St. Luke’s, and people are clearly excited to be a part of the St. Luke’s family. New members and people increasing their commitment to the parish are each amazing steps toward the Gospel call to “make disciples.” For instance, attracting visitors is wonderful, but fully welcoming new people into full membership of the church is a gift-both to them and to us. We should never forget that our primary mission as Christians is to welcome and “make” new Christians here at St. Luke’s as well as within the Episcopal Church.

After removing 8 people from the Parish Register, most due to moves, we also needed to move some people to Inactive Status. This is a procedure that the Rector must do each year to lend credibility to the numbers we report to the Episcopal Church. Also in 09, there was a necessary “correction” to a “bad” number that we’ve been carrying over since 2006. The Parish Register, which contains the names of all active baptized members of St. Luke’s had fewer people listed in 2006 than were reported. We have been carrying over this number until this year when, after a careful review by Fr. Tom, we found that a correction of 24 needs to be made. This, combined with the 11 moved to Inactive Status, makes the growth we experienced in 2009 seem much lower at only 1 increase, but we know that “behind the numbers,” we experienced tremendous growth of new members in 2009.

The growth last year, which was higher than even in 08, is something that is very unusual. I can emphasize that this is high even for much larger churches, and in future years a lower number would still be a blessing. But, we should rejoice in what we’ve done together this past year.


CHURCH BUDGET

Finally, the Finance Committee presented the budget for 2010, which was approved by the Vestry. The good news in 2010 is that we had another successful Stewardship season. The Stewardship committee started by explaining the difference between “Annual Giving” and “Stewardship.” To clarify, the Annual Giving drive, which occurs in the late fall, is a specific time in which we pledge our time, talent and treasure for the coming year. Stewardship, which is an everyday component, is a recognition throughout the year that “all that we have, and all that we are, are gifts from God,” and that returning a portion of them to God is one of our key missions.

For 2010, the Vestry looked at creative ways to pare down some of our costs without risking areas that are helping us to grow. After paring down expenses and being as conservative as possible, the parish budget was presented with a $6,399 deficit. This is half of what we projected at the Annual Meeting for 2009, and it represents an increase in some ministries that can help St. Luke’s continue to grow. We were able to do this in part because we scaled back on what we bid for our landscaping vendor, and the Vestry also selected a new, less expensive, vendor. Fr. Tom also chose to elect a different kind of Health Plan and Dental option for 2010. Combined, these cost reductions in 2010, along with some others, provided a large decrease in projected expenses for the year.

The consensus of the meeting was that the trend is positive and moving higher, and so we want to do all that we can to decrease the actual deficit over this year. The Finance Committee asked parishioners to remember that the fundraisers are an important way to give back from your time and talent, and that, ultimately, the financial health of the church is our shared responsibility, just like in a family. As an example for all parishioners, the Vestry continues to give 10.5% of our operating income to the Diocese, which represents our tithe as a parish, and which is a necessary component of being the interconnected Episcopal Church. Some might be surprised to know that the Diocese doesn’t support our parish financially; rather we support the diocese, as well as all of the outreach and ministries of St. Luke’s Church. Therefore, if we are able, we might consider looking at increasing our giving, even only a little, during 2010 to help “close the gap.” 


Finally, Thank you for the hard work of the committees and parishioners who presented at the Annual Meeting. 2009 was a wonderful year, and we look forward to 2010- TOGETHER. 

May God bless you and your family, and the parish family of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church!

St. Luke’s Vestry eBay Fundraiser

At the Annual Meeting, Jr. Warden Lorrie Marine presented a challenge for all families or individuals to donate an item to the eBay fundraiser in 2010, which she and her husband, Jim, coordinate. Pat Roth is also helping to make this a focus this year. The details of the fundraiser are outlined below.

The Vestry eBay fundraiser began in October 2007 and to date has had sales of over $1,500.  100% of its profits go directly to help close any gap in the yearly budget.  We are very proud to report that it continues to be a successful fundraiser for St. Luke’s.  However, in order to deep it viable we need a steady influx of items to keep it running and profitable.

We have sold a variety of items such as comic books, computer devices, cookie jar, a beautiful civil war reenactment dress, bridesmaid dresses, prom dresses, purse, painting, clothing and many more items. So keep us in mind if you have anything you would like to donate.  Remember, you will be helping St. Luke’s.
Donors of items that have sold will receive a letter/receipt for their donation that they can use when preparing their tax returns.
Please note: For anyone who sells/buys on eBay, Fr. Tom has set up a non-profit account for St. Luke’s with eBay.  It allows ANYONE with an eBay account to sell an item and designate 10-100% of the sale profits to go directly to St. Luke’s.  It can all be done from your own home and it allows items to be listed with discounted fees because of our non profit status.  This, of course, benefits St. Luke’s.

If you would like to become a Direct Seller, we can connect your eBay name to St. Luke’s and you can sell item with 100% of the proceeds going to St. Luke’s.

We invite everyone to visit eBay and check out “ourstlukesfamily” on the eBay website to see what’s up for sale.  It can change daily, so check in often.

Should you have any questions, you can contact us at lorriemarine@aol.com or call us on 610 438-0258.  You can also contact Pat Roth at gwrpbr@comcast.net or call he5r on 908 735-4667.

Holy Week and Easter Schedule of Services
Monday, March 29
Holy Monday Service with Holy Eucharist and Music - 10:30 AM
Tuesday, March 30
Holy Tuesday Service with Holy Eucharist & Music - 7 PM
Wednesday, March 31
Holy Wednesday Stations of the Cross & Holy Eucharist with Music - 10:30 AM 

Stations of the Cross- 7 PM
Thursday, April 1
Simple Supper (Parish Hall- see Cheryl Karcher for info) - 6 PM
Maundy Thursday Holy Eucharist with Choir and Foot Washing and Stripping of the Altar - 7 PM
Maundy Thursday VIGIL with Reserved Sacrament in the Chapel - 8 PM - 6 AM
Friday, April 2
Good Friday Service with Holy Eucharist and Music- 12 PM 

Good Friday Service with Holy Eucharist and Choir- 7 PM
Saturday, April 3
Holy Saturday Service- 8:30 AM (*Note new, earlier time)
Easter Vigil with Service of Light & Holy Eucharist & Choir - 10 PM
Sunday, April 4
Easter Day Celebration Service with Choir (followed by Coffee Hour and Fellowship) - 8 AM
Easter Day Celebration Service          with Choir (followed by Coffee Hour and Fellowship, plus Easter Egg Hunt for kids) - 10:15 AM
Maundy Thursday Simple Supper

Maundy Thursday Meal: Please join us for a simple meal and fellowship Maundy Thursday, April 4th, 6pm as we further our Lenten experience. A selection of soups and breads will be served in the Parish Hall before proceeding upstairs for service.

Anyone interested in bringing soup (canned is fine) or bread to share, please see Cheryl Karcher /908-479-4974 or gckarcher1@embarqmail.com
A sign up sheet will be in the back of the church. In the spirit of the evening, consider bringing an item for the Food Pantry  

St. Luke’s Candy Ladies

Now if we could only find where the candy is stashed before the sale…
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United Thank Offering

Thank you to all who participated in this years UTO ingathering. St. Luke’s will be making a "proud" donation of $368 from 14 families and individuals. This is down almost $200 from the previous year. Some boxes came in late, so they will be added to next year’s UTO Ingathering. For those that would like to keep the "Attitude of Gratitude" going all year long there are extra blue boxes in the rear of the church.  
I hope you have found the Daily practice of acknowledging God’s blessings in your life a rewarding spiritual experience. Below is the UTO prayer:

Heavenly God, Source of all creation, all love, all true joy; accept we pray, these outward signs of our profound and continuing thankfulness for all of life. Bless those who will benefit from these gifts through the Outreach of United Thank Offering, and keep each one of us ever thankful for all the blessings of joy and challenge that come our way, through him who is the greatest gift and blessing of all, Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Thanks again,
Dianne Czar

  
Beginning next month- Crossword puzzle

Look for this fun new addition next month, thanks to Lorrie Marine.

Fellowship and 
Volunteer Activities:

Fellowship Groups 
An active Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW) group, meets monthly on the 2nd Sunday at 9am. All women are automatically considered members and welcome at meetings. For more info, speak to Ceil Zeno.

A Men’s Group meets monthly at different homes. For more information, speak to Vic Zeno or Fr. Tom.

“St. Luke’s Tots” is a playgroup for toddlers and infants (and their mommies!). For more information, please speak with Tanya Mathews.

Fellowship Committee: Help plan fun dinners and lunches, such as “Italian Night” and “Comfort Food Night”

.

Greeters: This is a new group forming s the “first smiling face” people see when they visit St. Luke’s. Greeters will be assigned on a rotating list, and they should be ready to spend time talking with newomers before the service and during coffee hour. Greeters may be relatively new members themselves or people who have been here a long time. This is a very important welcoming ministry, and falls under the Welcoming/Newcomers Committee. Interested people should speak to Pat Roth or Fr. Tom.

Welcoming/Newcomers Committee: Helpwelcome the newest members of St.   
      Luke’s and make the newcomers feel 

      part of the St. Luke’s family

Outreach Activities
Luke’s Pantry, which provides groceries to local families in need every 2nd and 4th Monday, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Volunteers needed on Mondays to give out food or another day as “baggers” to get these healthy groceries ready for pickup. For more information or to volunteer, speak to Jeanne Merryman.

Meals-on-Wheels, a regularly supported ministry at St. Luke’s. It involves visits one week per month. Speak to Pat Ivankevitch for details.
Worship Ministries

Acolytes: Serving on the altar, carrying cross or torches in procession. Youth (4th grade and up) and adults are welcome in this ministry. See Fr. Tom for more details.

Altar Guild: Help setup for worship services. A “behind the scenes” ministry that is so important at St. Luke’s. Saturday is the usual set-up day, and Sundays between services are rotated by month. You work in teams. See Cathy Kintner for more information

Childrens’s Choir: Rehearsals are on special Sundays at the beginning of Sun. School (9:45). Children age 4 through Grade 3 are welcome. There is also a youth choir, with youth in grades 4-6, which meets weekly on Wednesdays at 4:00pm (see calendar). To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt.

Adult Choir: Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7pm and Saturdays at 10am. Warmup is on Sun. morning from 9-9:30am. Age range is 7th grade through adult. To sign up, please speak to Ann Hoyt

Layreaders: Reading on Sunday mornings or at other services. Training will be offered in May. See Fr. Tom for details.

Ushers: Our ushers arrive early to help setup, welcome visitors, hand out bulletins, guide people up for communion, and help people with physical disabilities into the church and during the service as needed. Both youth, 8th grade and older, and adults are welcomed to be ushers. See Fr. Tom for more information or to sign up.

Fundraisers

eBay Fundraiser: A successful fundraiser at St. Luke’s, which can use more people willing to sell and ship items. Also, items may be donated that have a high estimated selling value and low to medium shipping weight (no computers, monitors, etc.). People with a “good eye” for items would also be a plus. For more details, speak to Lorrie Marine or Pat Roth.

Tricky Tray: A major fundraiser that takes place in the fall.  People buy tickets to take a chance on winning a beautiful gift basket.  It is sponsored by and coordinated by the ECW.
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The Rev. Tom Mathews, Jr.
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Sundays:


8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II


9:45 a.m. Christian Education (Sept.-June)


10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with music





St. Luke’s Mission Statement��Recognizing that God is the source of all that we are and all that we have, our call is to provide a loving and accepting environment so that we may share, through Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s unconditional love with our parish family and the wider community, and to continually nurture and develop our spiritual life through celebration of prayer, worship, education and play.
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