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The Black Cherry

For this issue, the wood | have selected to
examine is the black cherry. It is one of many
Pennsylvania woods highly sought after by
woodturners. Our state has several types of
cherry trees; although, the wood of the black
cherry possesses the best characteristics for
the woodworker.

Black cherry timber is used for high class
furniture and fine woodturnings. This wood is
known to be more stable than that of other
types of cherry. The timber industry makes
veneers from large clear cherry logs. This
makes it a bit more difficult for woodturners
to find large logs. Most of the woodturners |
have known select cherry for the making of
functional bowils.

The fragrance of this wood, as it is being
turned, is very pleasant. This aroma is caused
by a sweet smelling gum within the wood. The
light pink-brown color of fresh turned cherry
will darken to a rich cinnamon reddish-brown
with exposure to sunlight. All woods tend to
darken with time, but cherry seems to age a
bit grander than most any other wood that |
have worked with.

Cherry wood is medium hard with a cubic
foot of it weighing about 35 pounds. Its’
overall working characteristics are very good;
such as, cutting, drilling, resistance to splitting
and finishing. It also turns easily wet or dry.
My experience with turning details in cherry
has been better than most Pennsylvania
timber.

Cherrys’ wonderful grain pattern and
color have made it popular with purchasers.
An even higher prized find in our state is
that of a black cherry burl. One of these
slipped through my fingers at the past
“Keystone Wood Auction”. The visual appeal
of cherry burl wood is grand.

During this past spring gobbler turkey
season, | was with my youngest brother
looking through binoculars at some turkeys
hoping to see where
they would go to
roost. While looking
through the binoculars
at a small flock |
verbalized the word
WOW! My brother,
Deane, thought | saw
a longbeard gobbler.
What | had discovered
was a cherry tree
with two burls - WOW!
Deane was not very
impressed. (Maybe it’s
because he doesn’t
turn wood.) This past
turkey season left me
with a clean gun and
an unused spring gobbler tag, but also with
the hope of gaining another highly prized
trophy.

Happy Wood Hunting!

L
NN

Jim Fazio
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FINE WOODWORKING TOOLS AND MACHINERY

¥ Stop By To See Our Selection of Oneway Chucks and accessories!
¥ Always serving Keystone Turners Club Members With The Lowest
Pricing, Best Selection and hard-to-find Personal Service!
¥ Check Out Our Wide Selection Of Exotic Turning Blanks!

WOODWORKER'S
HAVEN, Inc

60 James Way, Unit #7

Southampton, PA 18966

Phone : 215. 953. 1955

Independently Owned & Fax: 215. 953. 9775
Operated

You'll love the way we earn your business with service the way it used to be!

Arborzst Center
(610) 584-0877

f you need a chainsaw, this is the place!
Whether it be new or used, we have a wide
selection to choose from. Rugged, tested
.. brands such as Stihl, Husqvarna, or Jon-
sered Our repair department is top-notch and the
one the pros trust. So can you! Be sure to mention
that you are a Keystone Turner!

4472 Skippack Pike, Schwenksville, PA 19473

Have You Paid Your Dues?

The Keystone dues are $10 dollars. See
Frank Ruth for dues and to up-date any
changes to your address or e-mail.

Frank Ruth
501 Main Street
Red Hill PA 18076

Phone: 215-234-4816
E-mail: fruth@fast.net

Having your e-mail address will help the club
with more timely contacts and efficient
newsletter delivery.

Member Needs Ride

One of our members does not have the means
to get to the Keystone meetings. If someone
from our club wishes to help out, see the
contact information below.

470 Krams Avenue, Philadelphia
215-508-1977
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