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God is Still
Speaking,

Roses are Red,
Violets are Blue,

Come to our church,
and we will welcome

You!
(written by the Kids Supper Klub)

December is Bring a
Friend Month

There are 14 opportunities for worship and
fellowship during the month of December.  We
encourage everyone to invite a friend or friends to
join them for at least one opportunity.

Written invitations are available for you to
give out from the church office.  Want to send
them and e-card?  go to this link:  http://
stillspeaking.com/resources/Christmascard/
?id=1163773259

Christmas Caroling

Join folks of all ages to
bring tidings of the Christmas
Season to members and friends
of our church who are not able
to get out much.  We will gather
after church on Sunday, Decem-
ber 10 and travel around town
in cars and, weather permitting, an antique
fire truck to sing some carols and deliver
Christmas joy.  Gather with us afterward in
Maddaford Vestry for cocoa and cookies.
Dress warm and bring your best voice!

New Member Orientation

We invite anyone who is considering membership in this church to attend an
orientation meeting on Sunday, January 21, 2007 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  Atten-
dance at the meeting is not a commitment to join the church, but an opportunity to
learn more about this church and our denomination (United Church of Christ) and to
explore ways that you might grow in your faith along with all the rest of us.  Please
join us for this time of sharing and discussion.  For more information, please speak
with Rev. Bette
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-Rev. Bette McClure-Our Men & Women
in Service

Do you have a relative or friend who
has been activated?   Let us know.  We
are creating this list of service men and
women so that we can stop each month
to remember them and pray for their
safe return.

L.Cpl. Tyler Tripp, USMC
Operation Iraqi Freedom

Grandson of Joe & Juliet Tripp

Sgt. Jonathan M. Rice,  ARMY,
Fort Drum

P.O. Christopher H. Rice, NAVY,
Brunswick NAS

Betty Monk's Grandsons

Casey Crandall Iraq
Nephew of Barbara Penman(Bette's
sister)

Capt. Barbara Webster, AN Iraq
friend of Pam Kuechler

Pvt.  Brandon Fish,     USMC
MCAS  Beaufort, SC
Nephew of Sharon Dorian

Dear Friends,
As we enter this holy

season when so many things
demand our time and attention,
may we find ways to pause and
listen and wait, allowing the
sacred to find its way into our
souls.  Please receive the
poem below as you first

Christmas gift this year - may it bring you comfort and peace.
Blessings,

Bette

i don't have time:

bone-weary from errands,
i don't have time to listen:

to my children singing in the tub,
to my spouse quietly fixing dinner,

to that angel whispering for
attention;

exhausted from my latest
expedition to the mall,

i don't have time to wait:

to find hope sitting in my mailbox
to see you walking with me in the

snow,

for you to fill my emptiness;
spending the whole weekend
getting the house decorated,

i don't have time

to greet my neighbor with a smile
not a mumble,

to scrape the ice off my heart,
to be rocked gently in the cradle of

your love.

But here i am, Lord,
hoping you have time for me...

(c) 2005 Thom M. Shuman

Ron Johansen's Birdcarving class brought home lots of ribbons recently from
the New England Wood Carvers annual show.  Congratulations!

" Our mission is to provide
opportunities to experience God’s

 presence and  in humble and
caring ways to use all of our
resources to welcome, love,

challenge, and equip each other
for Christ’s ministry

in our community and the world."
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Old Time Holiday Fair

December 9, 2006
10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m.

Baked goods, cookies, crafts, chance auction,
luncheon, etc.....

Once again your help is needed to make
our Annual Church Fair successful.  Baked
goods and cookies are needed to sell as well as Chance Auction items.
Help is needed on the day of the fair greeting visitors, helping at a table or
luncheon, and especially getting everything cleaned up afterwards.  Set up
will happen during the day on Thursday 12/7 & Friday 12/8 and Friday
evening from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. or before 9:30 a.m. on Dec. 9th.

Cookies - Betty Monk  (508-992-2004)
Baked Goods - Ellen Rogers (508-992-4303),

      Ann Cochran (508-990-2642)
Chance Auction - Dot Bungert  (508-997-9163)
Luncheon - Steve Dorian  (508-991-5845)
General Set up/Clean up - Sharon Dorian (508-993-3368)

It’s time again to order poinsettias to
brighten up the sanctuary for the Christmas
season. The poinsettias are available in red,
white, pink and a pink/red variegated leaf at a
cost of $7.50.  The flowers can be placed in
memory of a loved one or in celebration of
someone or something.  Sign up sheets are
available at coffee hour or by calling the
church office before  Monday, December 13th.

Payment can be made when ordered or dropped in the collection plate
before Christmas Eve.  You may bring the plants home with you after the
Christmas Eve Worship

Candlelight
Service
Sunday,

December 24th
7:00 p.m.

Blue Christmas
Service

Sunday, Dec. 17th
7:00 p.m.

A service to acknowledge the
mixed emotions we may be experi-
encing at this time of year.  Uses
comforting music and readings, as
well as quiet time for reflection, to
seek the peace of God’s presence.

Building Update

n Masonry repairs to tower are just
about complete.

n The work on roof of tower has begun.
n Completion of roof of main sanctuary

will proceed after tower roof is completed unless
inclement weather forces completion of this phase

of roof repairs into early spring.
n Handicap access improvements are expected to be put out to bid

soon and work should begin in January.
n Electrical upgrade is in process and should be completed before

Christmas.
Photo courtesy of The Navigator.
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Pulpit Flowers

On November 12th -- In loving memory of Doris Welty by Juanita Schoff.
On November 19th -- In loving memory or Ruth Bungert and other loved ones by her family.

Congratulations
To Denise Soares, one of our former Student Ministers, on her ordination into Christian

Ministry on November 5th.
To Mike Bobola  & Amanda Panek on the November 5th birth of their daughter, Emilie

Claire Bobola.  Emilie is the granddaughter of Mike & Joanne Bobola and the great-grand-
daughter of Edward Bobola.

To David & Christine Jones on the October 24th birth of their daughter, Harper Jennifer Jones.  Harper is
the 8th great-grandchild of Marge & Al Jones.

To Jonathan & Amanda Souza on the November 17th birth of their son, Adam Christopher Souza.  Adam is
the grandson of Karen  & Al Souza.

Year End Contributions

Checks for charitable contributions must be
delivered or mailed with a postmark on or before
December 31st in order for the donor to claim a
charitable deduction for 2006.  Statements of Giving
will be mailed in January to all who have made
trackable contributions to the church.

The WOMEN’S
FELLOWSHIP had a very
delicious Christmas
Dinner on November 8th
at the Huttleston House.
Twenty ladies enjoyed the
meal and each other’s
company. This was
carried out due to the
efforts of Marian

Purington. We certainly appreciate her efforts.
You will next hear from us as our members will

be calling parish members for their help in supplying
our Cookie Walk and Food Tables and assistance in
staffing same at the Old Time Holiday Fair on Decem-
ber 9th.  Food may be brought in Friday, Dec. 8th
from 6:30 pm to 8 pm or before 9:30 am on Dec. 9th,
if it at all possible. Thanks.

Other happenings after the first of the year will
be published in the Messenger.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW
YEAR.  GOD BLESS ALL .

Join the Coffee Can Club

Put a coffee can or other container in a prominent
place in your home where all family members can
contribute their loose change (a dollar a day from each
pledging unit, in addition to
your regular pledge, will
help us balance our budget.)
Once a month bring it to the
church for deposit.  Coffee
Can Club stickers are
available at the church for
your special container.

Thanks to my Congregational Church
family for their thoughts of support and
encouragement following my "Knee Re-
placement."  The many cards, flowers and
Prayer Shawl are deeply appreciated.  A
few weeks of therapy will result in my
complete recovery and I will be back with
you again.

'til then - Nat

Dine Out Books Available
"Dinner for Two" Dine Out books for the year

2006 are available from Ann Cochran.  The price is
$29.95 and all proceeds will benefit the church.  A
sample book is available for your inspection in the
William Street lobby. They make nice Christmas Gifts.
Contact Ann Cochran at 508-990-2642.
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Fairhaven

Community
Concert
Series

Scheduled Concerts
for Our 4th Season!

2006-2007
Dedicated in loving memory of

Mr. Donald Cree

December 17, 2006 2:00 p.m.
Sarah Manning & Joann Goldstein

Harp & Flute Duo

January 28, 2007 2:00 p.m.
New England Conservatory's

Honors String Quar tet

February 18, 2007 7:00 p.m.
Paul Nossiter Jazz Band

and Mardi Gras Dinner  5:30

March 25, 2007 2:00 p.m.
Boston Vocal Ar tists

Patrice Tiedemann & Paul Soper

May 20, 2007 7:00 p.m.
Dori & Donn Legge
Jazz/Blues Quartet
Italian Feast  5:30

2006-2007
Individual TICKET PRICES:

Adult concert ticket $10
Adult dinner ticket $10
Child dinner ticket $5

All student-age children will be
admitted free of charge to any
concert with a paying adult.

Loving God Back....
Pledge Results

To date only 61 pledges for $69,045
operating and $6,742.40 for missions
have been received.  Don't forget that
your pledge helps us anticipate our
income for the coming year.  If you need
a pledge card, please call or e-mail the
church office.

Your new pledge will be for the
calendar year 2007.  Please finish using

your current offering envelopes through March.  New envelopes will
be provided for the remaining months of 2007.

Fairhaven Community
Concert Series

proudly presents
The Spectrum Harp

and Flute Duo

Featuring
Sarah Manning & Joanna Goldstein

Sunday, December 17, 2006
2:00 p.m.

An Invitation

If you are interested in learning more about the Bible, you are
invited to participate in an eight-week study of  “AN OVER VIEW
OF THE BIBLE:  FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION”
beginning Sunday, January 7th, 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  It will be
led by Bob Heskett.  If you want to be involved, please contact Bob
at 508-996-9729 or heskett02719@yahoo.com
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Kid's Supper Klub - 4th & 5th Graders
Sundays 4-6 p.m.

December 10th January 7th
February 4th March 4th
April 1st May 6th

Youth Group - Middle & High
School
Sundays, time varies

The next Youth Group outing will
be a trip to LaSallette in Attleboro on
the 16th of December.  The group will
leave the church at 4:00 p.m. and the
youth will be dropped off at home
when they return.  Parents wishing to
volunteer to drive/chaperone can call
Debbie Cordeiro at 774-526-9921.

December 16th  4:00-8:00 LaSallette
January 21st  6:30-8:00 Lip Sync
February 4th  6:30-8:00 Game Night
February 18th  5:00 p.m. Serve Dinner
Mar ch 11th  4:00-6:00 Movie
April 22nd  3:00-4:30 Yard Clean-Up
May 6th  6:00-8:00 Walk the Bike Path
May 20th  5:00 Serve Dinner
June  TBA Year End Outing

Bible Adventures
Sunday School

In December
the children will
work on their Christ-
mas Presentation on
Peace for December

17th.  All children
and youth are invited to participate.

Members of the Kid's Supper Klub and Mrs.
M. play a game at a recent meeting.

Pot Luck Fellowship
December 15th

6:30 p.m.
Yankee Swap

Write to Figri, our foster child at the following
address:

Figri Abdyansayah
132/340204/00154
Proyek Panti Nugeraha 3795
P.O. Box 1364
Jakarta 10013 - Indonesia

Members of the youth group get silly making
paper hats for each other during a recent meeting.
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The Cupboard
Corner

The food pantry was
used 8 times in November and
the Action for Christ Commit-
tee wishes to thank you all for
your generous donations to the
Holiday Food Drive.  Twelve

food baskets were distributed through the Council on
Ageing, the Visiting Nurses and the Veteran's Agent to
families or individuals in need.  Thanks also to
WBSM for their annual donations as well as our
friends at McGann Terrace.  The food pantry is well
stocked as we head into Christmas, but we hope you
don't forget to continue to support this very important
mission of our church.

If you can't get to the church with your offerings,
please call the office or LeeAnn Wood (508-997-
3851) to arrange a pick-up.

The Action
for Christ Com-
mittee will
sponsor a large
and a small family
in the Holiday
Hope Program
through New
Bedford Child &
Family Services.

Gift tags  will be available on November
26th.  The purchased gift, wrapped and la-
beled with the tag, should be returned to the
church by December 10th.

The Action for Christ com-
mittee also sponsors a mitten tree
each year.  During the four Sun-
days in advent a Christmas tree is
located in the sanctuary waiting to
be decorated with warm hats,
gloves, mittens, scarves and

socks.  They will be distributed to the Salvation Army
for those in need of warm things.  Your donations are
greatly appreciated.

Preservation Committee Update
 - Susan Burr

This past week, our Preservation Committee submitted an
grant application to Fairhaven’s Community Preservation
Committee.

Application Question: How does our church’s preservation benefit the town as a whole?
Our Answer: It is an excellent example of living history because it is the only public building from the 1840's

still being used for its original purpose. It preserves a building designed by New York architect Minard Lafever who
pioneered the Gothic revival style.

On the national scene our church building is important because it is one of the few remaining structures de-
signed by Minard Lafever, author of one of the most influential books in the history of American architecture, The
Modern Builder’s Guide (1833). Indeed Lafever designed two buildings in Fairhaven in 1844-the second was a
house located two blocks away at the corner of Green and Union Streets. It was a home for church members William
Proctor Jenney and Eliza Le Baron (Gibbs) Jenney and their four sons. The inscription for this picture of their home
found on page 31 in A Picture History of Fairhaven, A Spinner Publication, 1986 reads “that the house was
described in 1866 as being ‘finely situated, artistic, and highly finished, built of the best material and…one of
the finest pieces of architecture in the state.” William P. Jenney’s business partner William L. B. Gibbs was the
chairman of this church’s Building Committee and signed the church’s contract with Minard Lafever and Solomon K.
Eaton. We welcome information on the early families of our church. Does anyone know if William L. B. Gibbs was
the brother of Eliza Le Baron Jenney?  This house was taken down in 1901 but our church “keeps on going.”
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12/2006

Please do not delay
Time value - dated material
RETURN  SERVICE REQUESTED

To Bob & Bev Heskett for
hosting the Pot Luck Fellowship
opportunities.

To the Youth Group for
helping at the Concert Dinner.

To Pearl Huart for once again
collecting food for the pantry from
McGann Terrace.

To the Deacons for polishing
the communion ware.

To Linda Ferland and Alexis
for their banner contribution.

To Bill Vining for providing
cranberries for the fair.

To Steve Dorian, Meghan
Dorian, Matt Richard, Carol
Lawton, Millie Allen and Judy
Madeira-Sylvain for their yummy
contributions to the Stewardship
luncheon.

To Bill Fields, Barbara Mills,
Linda Ferland and Debbie
Cordeiro for teaching Sunday
School.

To Ron & Judy Madeira-
Sylvain, Dot Bungert & Joyce
Howland, Debbie Cordeiro and
Ron & Bev Johansen for greeting
and hosting coffee hour in Novem-
ber.

To Kar en Souza, Barbara
Mills, Joyce Howland and Bev
Johansen for providing leadership
in November.

Troop 55
Christmas Tree

Sale

Balsam Fur trees
ranging from 4-10 feet.

on sale from

December 2nd until
they're gone.

Mike & Wayne's
 Route 6, Fairhaven.

Weekends
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Weeknights
5:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

Jazz Vespers
Sunday, December 3rd

5:00 p.m.



Church Financials
FY 4/2006 through 10/2006

For the seven months ending October 31, 2006.
           Does not include unrealized gains/losses on investments

Year to Date Actual Year to Date Budget Annual Budget
The actual amount Annual Budget divided by 12 What was voted on at
received or spent.  and multiplied by 7 months annual meeting April 2006.

Revenues
Sunday Revenues $48,735.08 $51,100.00 $87,600.00
Other Income 7,156.67 9,537.50 16,350.00
Total Income $55,891.75 $60,637.50 $103,950.00

Expenses
Salaries $35,783.51 $38,208.34 $65,500.00
Taxes & Benefits 11,451.81 11,624.55 19,927.80
Office 2,377.27 3,675.00 6,300.00
Property 20,190.91 26,879.49 46,079.12
Worship (inc. music & TPC) 3,606.53 4,054.17 6950.00
Christian Education 627.85 886.67 1,520.00
Other Expenses (dues) 3,654.82 1,881.25 3,225.00

Total Expenses $77,692.70 $95,911.43 $149,501.92
Net (Loss) (21,800.95) (22,551.43) (45,551.92)

Other Notes:
•These financial do not include any mission monies.  This is strictly our operating expenses.
•To date we have withdrawn $22,000 from the Congregational Fund to cover regular operating expenses.
•Capital Campaign Fund Balance is $62,285.04


