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God is Sill

Speaking,

Re-energize
your
Faith this
Summer!
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welcome

beginning July 16

follow.

DoesLIFE

keep you away
from Church
on Sundays?

N EWAIternative Opportunities
for Worship & Fellowship

End of school celebration-June 8 — 4:30-6:30
Games and crafts for kids, coffee and conversation for grown-ups — pizza for all

Christmas in July —July 27 - 4:30-6:30

Sing carols, make cookies and share gifts for homeless children — all ages

The Last Hurrah —August 24 — 4:30-6:30
Celebrate the waning days of summer before heading back to school. Bring hot
dogs & burgers to cook — salad and beverages supplied — all ages welcome

Early morning prayer/meditation —Tuesday at 7:30 a.m
Gather at Fort Phoenix Beabkginning July 1st

Mid-week worship and supper—Wednesdays, 6:00-7:00 p.m.

Bring a dish to share and/or box supper. Share in food and conversation around
the dinner table — a brief, casual, upbeat, family friendly worship service will



Those in Service

Sgt. Jonathan M. Rice,ARMY ,
Drill Instructor , Ft. Benning, GA

P.O. Christopher H. Rice, NAYY,
NASIraq
Betty Monk's Grandsons

Lt. Mar ¢ Lavoie, RCC 94thiraq

son of friends ofAnn & Jim Cochran

Brandon Fish & Balto, K-9
Detection Services -Kandahar
AFB, Afghanistan

nephew of Shan Dorian

Summer Office Hours

begin the week of
June 8th

Tues,Wed,
Thurs, Fri
9:00 a.m. - Noon

Worship moves to

9:30 on
June 29th.

nities to experience God’s
presence and in humble and caring W
to use all of our resources to welcom
love, challenge, and equip each other
Christ’'s ministry in our community an
the world."
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Dear Friends,

Our theme on Children’s
Sunday was dreaming with
God. With the help of our

children we named many
dreams and visions that we
have for our church — things
such as growth in spirituality
and membership, increased
outreach and mission, energy to undertake new ventures and
positive attitudes about the future.

-Rev Bette McClue-

As a church we need a vision for the future — a vision of
what we can be, and what we can do as faithful followers of
Jesus Christ. The author of Proverbs claimed: “Without a
vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 29:18 KJV) A focused
vision for First Congregational Church UCC here in Fairhaven is
what will allow all those dreams we named to come true. A
focused vision is what will allow us to continue to be witnesses
to God’s love and life-changing goodness.

So — | have an assignment for you this summer. The first
part of the assignment is that | want you to dream — dream big
and bold and wild. | want you to dream about your vision for
this church. | want you to think about the following question.
If we were just starting this church, if we didn’t have several
hundred years of history behind us, what would our vision be
for what the church should be like? Not the church building
itself, although how we make use of our current building may
be part of that vision. Dream about the whole church and the
feeling it should have, the focus it should concentrate on, the
people it should reach out to, the spiritual life that should
envelope it.

And the second part of the assignment is this: share your
vision with others. Talk to folks in the church and compare
notes with them. Talk to people outside of the church and ask
them what would attract them to a church. And share your
thinking and learnings with me and with church leaders so that
we can all dream together and create a vision that, with God’s
help and grace, will lead us to new and exciting places in the

"Our missionis to provide opport§- coming years.

AYS  Now — go out and DREAM!
[for

Blessings,
Bette



Saturday, June 7th
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Like New or Gently Used Clothing
& Linens
Household items

Pot Luck
Fellowship &

Program
Friday, June 27, 2008
6:30 p.m.

Interested in the National Parks of tvest?
Bring a dish to share and enjoy a program\b§
Marge Jones. Seéllowstone, the Bad Lands, the
glaciers and the Oregon Coastsmall monetary

Play Bridge? Want to Learn?

Marge Jones, an awesomely experienced bridge
teacheris offering bridge lessons and playing ses-
sionsto be held at times to be determined by those
interested. Motivation is threefold:

» Sponsor fellowship

» Help Bill Gates andVarren Bufett revive

interest in the game

» Make good use of our facilities (a small fee

will be chaged )

All levels of play will be covered from beginners
to accomplished playersoung people as well as
Seniors are welcomed. See Marat church or ctde
hour. She can be reached at 774-202-3336.

Handymen
for Hire

Our Handymen have
returned from Florida and
are available to take care
of those pesky jobs that
need doing around the
house. For a donation to the church you can 'hire'
our first rate workers.

Call Al Jones to schedule your jobe at 774-
202-3336.

MiIMIESTRV

donation will help defray cost of using the building.
Invite others to come and share!

,IZ; Scholarship

(]
6170/4'7 ., Awards
} ) TheJohn & May

L4
0) Dampman Scholarshipof
theWomen's Fellowship was awarded to Heather

Santos, daughter of Paul & Janet Santos who gradp-

ated from Fairhaven High School.
FCCSArts Scholarshipwas awarded to Joshug
McLaughlin in the amount of $600.
Matt Richard Summer Sudy Scholarships
are being awarded to Kristen Fieldéison Kuechley
Emily Dorian, Carrie Scott & Micha&oung.

OOl
Use wwwgoodsearch.com for all your web
browsing and on-line shopping. (All your favorite
on-line stores!) Indicate the First Congregational
Church of Fairhaven as your charity of choivée
will receive at least $.01 for every search made in
our name.

i We are still
collecting
Shaw's

Receipts!

We receive 1% of the eligible register receipt
amount from all receipts collected and turned in t¢
Shaw's Receipts Reward Prografell your friends
and family to save them as well.




On May 4th -- In loving memory dflarr y Whiting by his family

On May 1ith -- In loving memory oEmilie Fitts by her family And in
celebration of the 65tWeddingAnniversary ofMarian & Hal Purington .

On May 18th -- In loving memory &@indy Thomason her birthday from
her family

On May 25th -- In loving memory d&lizabeth Morrill by Bob.

Congratulations

To Kaitlyn Arbec, Doug Braley and Kristen Fieldswho confirmed their faith and formally joined
our membership on Maylth.

To Anthony Vincent & Lisa Bogdonon the May 18th baptism of their sgmthony Christopher
Vincent Il .

To Patrick & Kendra Gould on the May 25th baptisms of their daughiamily Marie Gould and
their sonShayne Patrick Gould

Our Deepest Sympathies

To the friends and family of DawnWheeler -- Dawn, Jerry's niece died on Saturddgay 17th.

Our Prayers are with...

Ellen Rogers, Jean Campbell, Julieippp, Matt Desimas, Karen Elliott, Bob Heskett, Janiting,
Maggie Fields, Suzanne Gonsalves, Jean Condon, Grace Battistelli, Lois Gduiardohnson, Elsie
Jacobsen, Ruth Rebello.

Please help F ‘%
TheWomens Fellow-  Us tell the story Share £
| ‘7

ship annual dinner meeting ©f our CthCh to £ 2
will be held at the the community O{W‘.‘- ——
Huttleston House Restau- >

rantWednesdayJune 1th Inan

at 5:30 M. You will have  attemptto be

your choice of the menu. Please make reservations more visible in the communityhe church is seeking

with Ann Cochran 508-990-2642\l ladies of the volunteers to pass out literature and refreshment at
church are invited. Please reserve your space by Juiiénmer eventsWe have secured a place at the
7th. Farmer's Market on July 27th and would like to have

a presence at the FlBummer Concerts drhursdays
during July anddugust. Handing out refreshments
Fairhaven Heritage Center and brochures and inviting unchurched community

Summer Hours for 2008 members to join us for an activity is just one step we
Fridays 1-4 p.m. & need to take in revitalizing and re-egieing our
Saturdays 9-12 a.m. church. Please let Bette or Sharon know if you are

interested in sharing our story with others in the
community
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Update from Church Fairhaven
Council & Finance Community
Committee
Concert
At our April 27" Annual Meeting church Series

members directed the Church Council and

Finance Committee to go back to the drawing
board in terms of the churchbudget that was presented at the meeting. htt:/fhvnccs.googlepages.com/
You directed us to come up with a revised budget and to work on concrete .
ways to solve the $50,000 budget deficit. Preview our

2008-2009 Season
To that end alAd Hoc Budget Committee has been meeting regu-
larly, every other week, looking at ways of addressing the budget deficilyiyper 19. 2008 7:00
and revitalizing our faith communityfo date, the following steps have
been taken:

Javier Cabellero - cellist
Dinner & Concert

n A request to members to increase their pledge by $1.00 R8bvember 16, 2008 2:00
day is being sent in early June. Other ways to help increase
income are also suggested in that letter

n Also in early June, a letter advertising rental use of our January 25, 2009 2:00
facilities is being sent to groups, clubs and othgapizations
in the hopes of interesting them in making use of our building.

North Shore Acappella

Synergy Brass

n Rev Bette has me_t with bEials at the_Massqchusetts February 22, 2009 7:00
Conference of the United Church of Christ to discuss our Matt Richard Quintet
situation and ask for advice and input. Mardi Gras Dinner

n The possibility of sharing our sanctuary with another faith
community is being explored. Mar ch 8, 2009 2:00

n A group of 10 folks has been meeting weekly to read and £, mito Nunoya - Marimbas

discuss the boolnbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism
They are exploring new and exciting ways to attract more

people to our church and to share our faith and the love of Concert tickets are $10.
Jesus with others. Several other people are reading the book ~hildr en are EREE with an
on their own.A second book group is anticipated. adult.

n Several new programs and worship opportunities are beignner tickets are $10 foradults
offered this summerSee separate article for details. and $5 for children.

n Plans have been made to make our church visible in the

community at various events throughout the summer

Help us make
communications

.

We continue to face a challenge in terms of our budget. Howeve
with faith in God and trusting in the Holy Spirit working within and ) i
through us, we believe the future holds great promise for us in the yegrfagter/easier. Receive
come. Please continue to pray for the spiritualiyality and growth of announcements,

our church community reminders and the
Messenger via e-malil
by sending your your

JerryWheeley Peg Rogers, John Rogeksin CochranAl Jones, e-mail address to
David Wood, Bill Vining, Milt Geoge, Skip Mills, JaneétVhynacht, Rev fccof@juno.com.
Bette McClure

Ad Hoc Budget Committee:




