
Rainscapes Plants (compiled 09/26/07)
'delicate' tall

recom. Botanical Name Common Name Bloom Color Sun Type Soils Height Spacing

ü Aquiligea canadensis Wild columbine June-Aug red and yellow Sun-Shade
Sand, Loam, Clay, 
moist-dry 2' 1'

ü Asclepias incarnata Swamp Milkweed June-Aug pink Sun-Shade
Sand, Loam, Clay, Dry-
wet 2'-4' 2'

Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed May-Aug pale purple Sun Moist 3.5-6.5' 2'

ü Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly weed may-june orange Sun
Sand, Loam, Clay, Dry-
med 1-3' 1-2'

Aster novae angliae New England Aster Aug-Oct purple Sun-Shade
Sand, Loam, Clay, Med-
wet 2'-6' 2'-3'

ü Aster divaricatus White Wood Aster Jul-Oct white
pt Shade-
sh dry-med wet 0.5-3' 1-2'

ü Baptisia australis False Blue Indigo may-june blue, purple Sun-Shade sand, loam 3-5' 1-2'

Chelone glabra/obliqua Turtlehead aug-oct white/pink Sun-Shade
Sand, Loam, Clay, Dry-
med 1-4' 12-18"

Chrysogonum virginianum green and gold mar-jun yellow Sun- Shade dry-med wet;  loam 0.5-1' 1'

ü Coreopsis verticillata
Threadleaf 
Coreopsis jun-oct yellow Sun, PS dry-med wet, loam 1-3.5' 1-2'

Eupatorium coelestinum Mistflower Jul-Oct blue-purple
pt Shade-
sh dry to wet; clay, loam 1-3.5' 1-2'

Eupatorium dubium
Coastal Joe-pye 
Weed ('Little Joe' ) pink, dk pink Sun, PS moist 3-4' 2'

Eupatorium fistolosum
Common Joe-pye 
weed jul-sep pink Sun moist-dry 1.5-6' 2'

Eupatorium perfoliatum Boneset Jul-Oct white
Sun-pt 
Shade

Sand, Loam, Clay, med-
wet 3-4' 1-2'

Eupatorium purpureum
Sweet Joe-pye 
weed July-Sept pink-dk pink

Sun-pt 
Shade

Sand, Loam, Clay, 
moist 5-6' 1-2'



ü Geranium maculatum Wild Geranium Apr-Jul pink
Sun-pt 
shade dry-med, loam 1-2' 1-2'

Helenium autumnale Sneezeweed Jul-Nov yellow
sun-pt 
shade

med. wet, clay, loam, 
sand 1.5-6' 1-2'

Helianthus angustifolius Swamp Sunflower Aug-Oct yellow Sun moist 1.5-5.5' 2-3'

ü Liatris spicata blazingstar Jul-Aug purple
Sun-pt 
shade clay, loam, sand 1-6.5' 1-2'

Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower July-Oct red
Sun-pt 
Shade

Sand, Loam, Clay, med-
wet 2'-4' 1'-2'

ü Lobelia siphilitica Great Blue Lobelia July-Sept blue Sun-Shade
Sand, Loam, Clay, med-
wet 2'-3' 1'-2'

ü Mertensia virginica Virginia Bluebells Mar-Jun blue
pt-shade to 
shade med-wet;clay, loam 1-2.5' 1'

Mimulus ringens Monkeyflower Jun-Oct blue
Sun-pt 
Shade moist, loamy 1-3' 1'

ü Monarda didyma Bee Balm June-sept pink
full Sun-pt 
Shade

Sand, Loam, Clay, Med-
wet 12-18" 1'

ü Monarda fistulosa Wild Bergamot Jul-Aug pink, purple
Sun-pt 
Shade Moist-Dry 1.5-5' 1-2'

ü Penstemon digitalis Beardtongue Jun-Aug white
Sun-pt 
Shade

dry-med wet; clay, 
loam, sand 2-5' 1-2'

Phlox divaricata Wild Blue Phlox Apr-May blue
pt Shade-
sh moist 1.5' 1'

Phlox stolonifera Creeping Phlox Apr-Jun varied PS-Shade moist-dry .5-1.5' 1'

ü Phlox paniculata Summer phlox Jul-Oct
deep pink to 
white

sun-pt 
shade moist 1.5'-6.5' 1'

Phlox subulata Moss Phlox Apr-Jun varied Sun Dry* .5' .5'
ü Physostegia virginiana Obedient Plant aug-sep pink, purple Sun moist-dry 3' 2'

Rudbeckia fulgida
Orange 
Coneflower jul-oct yellow-orange

Sun-pt 
Shade med wet 1.5' 1-2'

ü Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan Jun-Oct yellow Sun, PS Dry-Moist 2-3’ 2'

Rudbeckia laciniata 
Green-headed 
Coneflower jul-sep yellow

Sun-pt 
Shade moist 1.5-9' 2'

ü Sisyrinchium graminoides Blue-eyed Grass Apr-Jun blue
Sun-pt 
Shade moist-dry 0.5-1.5' .5-1'



ü Solidago nemoralis Gray Goldenrod Jul-Nov yellow
Sun-pt 
Shade Med-Dry 0.5-3' 1-2'

Solidago rugosa
Wrinkle-leaf 
Goldenrod Aug-Nov yellow

Sun-pt 
shade med-wet, loam, sand 1-6.5' 1-2'

Verbena hastata Blue Vervain Jun-Oct blue
Sun-pt 
shade

med-wet, clay, loam, 
sand 1-5.5' 1-2'

Vernonia noveboracensis 
New York 
Ironweed Jun-Aug Sun Sand, Loam, med-dry 4-6' 2-3'

FERNS 
Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive Fern Shade wet-moist 1-3.5'

ü Osmunda cinnamonea Cinnamon Fern Sun-Shade wet-moist 2.5'
ü Osmunda regalis Royal Fern Sun-Shade wet-moist 2-6'

ü Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas Fern PS-Shade moist .5-2'

GRASSES
Andropogon gerardi Big Bluestem aug-oct Sun, PS Dry-Moist-Wet 3-8'
Andropogon virginicus Broomsedge aug-nov Sun, PS Dry 1-3'
Carex stricata Tussock Sedge may-aug Sun, PS Moist-Wet 1-3'

ü Chasmanthium latifolium River Oats jul-sep Sun-Shade
dry-med, clay, loam, 
sand 2-5'

ü Panicum virgatum Switchgrass jul-aug Sun-Shade
Sand, Loam, Clay, Med-
wet 2'-3' 1'

ü Schizachyrium scoparium Little Bluestem Aug-Oct
Sun-pt 
Shade dry 4'




