Toddler Mitred Square Skirt

After reading Mason-Dixon Knitting by Kay Gardener and Anne Shayne, I was inspired to try some mitered squares!  I was also inspired by the fact that my 3-year old loves skirts, but they’re always too big for her!  The answer of course lies in a handknit. 

This skirt is actually quite easy to make, but the construction makes it unique.  2 strips of 4 mitered squares are combined in a tube to make the skirt.  Two optional waists are included, as well as an attached I-cord hem.   

For a less advanced version, you can knit all the squares separately and sew them together when you’re done. 

Have fun with it - Try alternating solid colors to make stripes, or do each block in a new color!

Melanie Berney

Difficulty Level


Intermediate

Materials needed

[MC] KnitPicks Memories [100% Merino wool; 220 yd/201m per 50g skein]; color: Redwood Forest; 2 [2, 3,3] skeins 

 US #2/2.75mm circular needle

1 set US #2/2.75mm double-point needles 

½ inch-wide elastic (if desired)

Ribbon (if desired)

Tapestry needle

Yarn substitutes

Any sockweight yarn would substitute for this skirt. 

Sizes

2T [3T, 4T, 5T] (shown in size 4T)

Waist: adjustable 

Length: 8inch/20cm [9 inch/23cm, 10 inch/25.5cm, 11 inch/28cm] 

Gauge

28 sts/40 rows = 4inch/10cm in stockinette stitch

Any stitch instructions

Backwards loop CO – see knittinghelp.com for a video tutorial of this cast on method.

Pattern

Mitered Square 

CO 56[64,70,78] sts

Row 1 and all odd rows: purl

Row 2: k 26[30,33,37] st, (k2tog) twice, k 26[30,33,37] sts

Row 4: k 25[29,32,36] st, (k2tog) twice, k 25[29,32,36] sts

Row 6: k 24[28,31,35]  st, (k2tog) twice, k 24[28,31,35] sts

Continue knitting one less stitch on each RS row, (k2tog) twice, knit to end

Continue until 4 stitches remain on needle

Wrong side: (k2tog) twice

Right side: k2tog

Now you’ll turn your square to start the next one in the strip.

Keeping the remaining stitch on the needle, turn your square 90 degrees clockwise.  

Pick up 27[31,34,38] sts along the side of the square you just completed.

Using the backwards loop method, CO an additional 28[32,35,39] sts (56[64,70,78] sts total)

Begin with Row 1.

Complete 3 squares in the same manner, joining each.  Now it’s time to join this strip of squares into a tube.

Joining the Mitered Squares (the 4th square)

After completing your third square, begin 4th square as above.

Row 1 and all odd rows: purl 

Row 2: k 26[30,33,37] st, (k2tog) twice, k 26[30,33,37] sts.  For the last stitch, insert your right needle into the bottom corner of the first square you made, then insert the needle into the last stitch on the left needle.  Knit these two together, joining your current square to the first one, forming a tube.

Row 4: k 25[29,32,36] st, (k2tog) twice, k 25[29,32,36] sts.  Join the last stitch to the next row of your first square, as you did on Row 2.  

Continue joining all even rows to the first square until you finish your 4th square.  Break your yarn before beginning second row of squares.

The Second Row of Squares (squares 5-7)

CO 28[32,35,39] sts.

Pick up 28[32,35,39] sts along the top of the first row of squares (56[64,70,78] sts total).

Row 1 and all odd rows: purl.

Row 2: k 26[30,33,37] st, (k2tog) twice, k 26[30,33,37] sts

Row 4: k 25[29,32,36] st, (k2tog) twice, k 25[29,32,36] sts

Continue working the square as above.

When you’re down to one stitch, turn your work 90 degrees clockwise.

Pick up 27[31,34,38] sts along the side of the square you just completed.

Pick up 28[32,35,39] sts along the top of the first row of squares (56[64,70,78] sts total).

Knit squares 6 and 7 as above, keeping the last stitch on the needle when you finish a square.

The Last Square

Turn your work 90 degrees clockwise.

Pick up 27[31,34,38] sts along the side of the square you just completed.

Pick up 28[32,35,39] sts along the top of the first row of squares (70 sts total).

Row 1 and all odd rows: purl 

Row 2: k 26[30,33,37] st, (k2tog) twice, k 26[30,33,37] sts.  For the last stitch, insert your right needle into the bottom corner of the first square you made, then insert the needle into the last stitch on the left needle.  Knit these two together, joining your current square to the first one, forming a tube.

Row 4: k 25[29,32,36] st, (k2tog) twice, k 25[29,32,36] sts.  Join the last stitch to the next row of your first square, as you did on Row 2.

Continue working square until 1 st remains, then join it to square 5.

Waistband

Option 1 – Elastic Waist

Keeping the last st on the needle, pick up 111[125,139,153] sts around the top of the skirt. 

Knit in the round for 1 inch.

BO.

Option 2 – Eyelets and Ribbon

Keeping the last st on the needle, pick up 111[125,139,153] sts around the top of the skirt. 

Knit in the round for ½ inch.

Determine how many eyelets you want (pick an even number). 

Form each eyelet: k1, YO, k2tog.   Evenly space eyelets across the row.  

Knit in the round until waistband measures 1 inch.

Thread a ribbon through the eyelets.

Hem

Sc in each stitch around the bottom of the skirt to form hem.
Finishing

Weave in all ends.

Block.

For Elastic Waist:

Fold the waistband down and insert sewn elastic.

Stitch the waistband to the inside loops of the skirt, so the seam is not visible from the right side.
About the Designer

Melanie learned to knit when she was about 6 or 7, and has been knitting off and on (sometimes “off” longer than “on”) ever since.  In the past few years, especially after her daughter was born, she has knit obsessively consistently and looks forward to meetings with the Richmond Stitch ‘n Bitch group.  Visit her blog at www.gofeltyourself.com.  Melanie lives in Richmond, VA with her husband, two daughters, two cats, and more yarn than she cares to admit.  Email her at piano65@gmail.com. 
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