March 1791

The lame horse was brought on, and while on the Road appd.
to move tolerably well, but as soon as he stopped, discovered a
stiffness in all his limbs which indicated some painful disorder.
I fear a Chest founder. My riding horse also appeared to be very
unwell, his appetite havg. entirely failed him.

The Winter grain along the Road appeared promising and
abundant.

The village of Warwick, Md,, lies in southern Cecil County near the Mary-
land-Delaware line.

Thursday 24th.  Left Chester town about 6 Oclock. Before nine
I arrivd at Rock-Hall where we breakfasted and immediately;
after which we began to embark — The doing of which employed us
(for want of contrivance) until near § Oclock and then one of my
Servants (Paris) & two horses were left, notwithstanding two Boats
in aid of The two Ferry Boats were procured. Unluckily, embark-
ing on board of a borrowed Boat because She was the largest, I was
in imminent danger, from the unskilfulness of the hands, and the
dulness of her sailing, added to the darkness and storminess of the
night. For two hours after we hoisted Sail the Wind was light and
a head. The next hour was a stark calm after which the wind
sprung up at So. Et. and encreased until it blew a gale—about
which time, and after 8 Oclock P.M. we made the mouth of
Severn River (leading up to Annapolis) but the ignorance of the
People on board, with respect to the navigation of it run us
aground first on Greenbury point from whence with much exer-
tion and difficulty we got off; & then, having no knowledge of the
Channel and the night being immensely dark with heavy and
variable squals of wind —constant lightning & tremendous thunder
—we soon grounded again on what is called Hornes point where,
ﬁm‘iing all efforts in vain, & not knowing where we were we Te-
mained, not knowing what might happen, ’till morning.

GW’s vessel, according to the Maryland Gazette, “did not enter the river
Se‘{ern until ten o'clock, in a dark tempestuous night. She struck on a bar, or
point, w1.thin about a mile from the city; and although she made a signal of
distress, 15 was impossible, before day-light, to go to her relief” (Md. Gaz.
[Annapolis], §1 Mar. 1791). Greenbury Point marks the entrance to the
Seve.rn on the north. Horn Point is on the opposite side of the river, about
a mile to the west (now part of the Annapolis suburb Eastport) .

Frida)f 25th.  Having lain all night in my Great Coat & Boots,
in a birth not long enough for me by the head, & much cramped;
we found ourselves in the morning with in about one mile of
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View of Annapolis in 1797, from an extra-illustrated copy of Public Men of
the Revolution by William Sullivan, 1847. (Beinecke Rare Book and Manu-
script Library, Yale University)

Annapolis & still fast aground. Whilst we were preparing our
small Boat in order to land in it, a sailing Boat came of to our
assistance in wch. with the Baggage I had on board I landed, &
requested Mr. Man at whose Inn I intended lodging, to send off
a Boat to take off two of my Horses & Chariot which I had left on
board and with it my Coachman to see that it was properly done
—but by mistake the latter not having notice of this order & at-
tempting to get on board afterwards in a small Sailing Boat was
overset and narrowly escaped drowning.

Was informed upon my arrival (when 15 Guns were fired) that
all my other horses arrived safe, that embarked at the same time I
did, about 8 Oclock last night.

Was waited upon by the Governor (who came off in a Boat as
soon as he heard I was on my passage from Rock hall to meet us,
but turned back when it grew dark and squally) as soon as I ar-
rived at Mans tavern, & was engaged by him to dine with the
Citizens of Annapolis this day at Manns tavern and at his House
tomorrow —the first I accordingly did.

Before dinner I walked with him, and several other Gentlemen
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to the State house, (which seems to be much out of repair) —the
College of St. John at which there are about 80 Students of every
description—and then by the way of the Governors (to see Mrs.
Howell) home.

GW was taken to a hostelry operated by George Mann (1753-17g5), called
Mann’s Tavern or the City Hotel. A 1787 travel journal kept by an English
visitor to Annapolis described these lodgings: “Mr. Mann keeps an excellent
publick house 4 rooms on a floor, & one for company 66 by 21 feet—the
second story Lodging Rooms, all wainscoted to the ceiling, might vie with
any tavern in England” (vAuGHAN, 60-61). The large room was probably
used for GW’s dinner with some of the citizens of Annapolis.

The dinner at Mann’s began at §:00 p.M. “with a numerous company of
inhabitants” in attendance and continued until 15 patriotic toasts had
circulated around the table, each “announced by the discharge of cannon”
(Md. Gaz. [Annapolis], 31 Mar. 1791). Like the presentation of laudatory
addresses, the rituals of the public dinner would occur often in the coming
weeks.

The governor of Maryland was John Eager Howard, and “Mrs. Howell,”
whom GW stopped to see at the governor’s house before dinner, must have
been the governor’s wife Peggy Chew Howard (see entry for 23 May 1787).

St. John’s College, where GW arrived about 10:00 a.M., was chartered by
the Maryland General Assembly in 1784 but did not open its doors until
Nov. 1789. From the school’s faculty on the following day, GW received
the first of the many formal congratulatory addresses that were to be pressed
on him during his tour. “We the faculty of St John’s College beg leave to
express the sincere joy; which the honour of your presence in our infant
seminary afforded us,” wrote Principal John McDowell in this typical ad-
dress. “In common with all those who superintend the education of youth,
we must feel a lively gratitude to the defender of liberty, the guardian of his
country’s peace and consequently the great patron of literature. . . . Our
earnest prayer is, that a kind providence may continually watch over you and
preserve a life, long indeed already, if measured by deeds of worth and
fulness of honour, but too short as yet for your Country” (26 Mar. 1791,
DLC:GW). In reply GW expressed satisfaction with his visit to the college
anq hopes for its future progress. “You will do justice to the sentiments,
which your kind regard towards myself inspires,” he concluded, “by believing
that I reciprocate the good wishes contained in your address, and I sincerely
hope the excellence of your seminary will be manifested in the morals and
science of the youth who are favored with your care” ([26 Mar. 1791], DLC:

GW). Seven years later GW sent George Washington Parke Custis to St.
John's to be one of those youths.

Saturda)" 26th. Spent the forenoon in my room preparing papers
&ca. against my arrival at George Town. Dined at the Governors
and went to the Assembly in the Evening where I stayed till half
past ten oclock.

_In the Afternoon of this day Paris and my other two horses at-
rived from Rock-hall.
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